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ORIGINAL ARTICLES. | tothe power ‘There isa marked difference inthe ap. 

4 ABOUT |Sow's udder and thet taken from the calf after inoculs- 


By R. L. Wuper, M.D., New York. |tion. That taken from the spontaneous vesicle consists 
Se tesenenn demand Find sini has induced persons of irregular cells, with a distinct cell wall and an ex- 
to engage in its production and sale in much the same 
manner as if it were a bed other pharmaceutical pre- ot vieus vesiele ified 
paration. The consequence has been frequent failures and 2 400 dlemeters po en 
a widespread complaint and distrust by physicians who “'},, the report of the medical officer of the Privy Coun- 
have essayed to use the product. The published account of | ote 1804 of Great Britain. Dr. Sandereca 
the fraud practiced upon the authorities of a neighbor- 4), discovery by him in vaccine lymph of minute bodies 
ing city in which small-pox was epidemic differs only in Which he and which hesays. are use. 
degree from cases within the knowledge of many physi- | ajjy present. Prof. Keber, of Dantzic, oun of leu- 
clans im this Confdencs article of and small granular bodies" which undoubtedly 
on trust. Supposing that physicians had both time and agg Two 
SUP- Cohn spoke of certain observations upon vaccine lymph 
hat i. y agree and variolous matter, in which he discovered similar 
| organisms in both. It seems to me to be clear that none 
and kindred subjects warrants me in saying a word upon | of born She veo. 
- tg cine n pure, e ‘granular material” in pure 
its powers are peculiarly town. ‘The inoculation of OPS to regularly formed masse of They 
pare vaccine int the human subject induces of the changes that protect the ayatem of the inoouated 
small-pox. If the changes are thorough, the system of individual from small-pox. The following ee is a 
the inoculated person is protected from an attack of of 10,000 
small-pox. It is essential, therefore, not only that the ben 
vaccine be pure, but also that it shall possess that pecu- . ; : 
liar power that will bring about the conditions of vac- enough to Mustente the point. 


cinia, 


- If therefore the specimen of vaccine subjected to mi- 
The microscope furnishes the means, in experienced | croscopic examination contains other than these bioplas- 
hands, of determining many important facts in relation to! tic forms, it cannot be as pure as that which does not. 


| 
Qe 
‘So 


NEW YORK MEDICAL TIMES. 


! 
If in one specimen there appear many of these masses | 
of bioplasm in the field, it is the most natural of in-| 


| 


MASSAGE OF THE HEAD. 
ferences that such vaccine is stronger than another in | 


which there appear fewer. Thus vaccine may be surely | By Gro. H. Taytor, M.D., NEw York. 

tested, and the result of its use predicted with a degree Massage should be applied to the head as a whole or 
of certainty unattainable without the experienced ob-'to special portions of it only after its application to 
servations of the microscopist. Additional light will be other portions of the body, for reasons heretofore made 


194 


furnished by observing the presence or absence of other 
forms and organisms, ‘Tubercle and syphilis might be 
discovered, and the tainted vaccine destroyed. 

Vaccine cells may be fairly regarded as a higher 


sufficiently plain. The only deviation from this rule 
permissible is when the processes are not given for a 
curative, but only for its temporary effect as a palliative 
of local disagreeable sensations, 


plan of living organism than pus. Physicians un- 

doubtedly have noticed the peculiar shape, color and | 

character of the vesicles that sometimes have appeared Position.—Reclining. 
after the inoculation with doubtful virus. Sometimes) Action.—The masseur, standing or sitting behind the 
a reddish blister has appeared, and after the vesicle patient, places his two hands on opposite sides of the 
would begin to form properly and afterward would patient's head, compresses it to an agreeable extent, 
seem to abort, refuse to rise and fill, and perhaps after and imparts semi-rotary and reciprocating motions to 
making the arm quite sore and upsetting the system | the scalp, which, being but loosely connected to the 
generally, would dry up and pass away, leaving abso- underlying skull bone, moves freely upon it. The 
lutely no scar, Comparison of cases in the same neigh- | clasp of the operator’s hands may be moved from time 
borhood where the virus used had come from the same to time to include each portion of the head successively, 
lot, has fully established the fact that a degenerated till the whole has become subjected to the process. One 
lymph had been employed. It is questionable whether hand may also be placed on the forehead and the other 
such a vaccination affords any protection against small- at the base of the head, and the pressure with motion 
pox, and the danger from such an inoculation must be applied as before, the two hands acting at opposite 
acknowledged to be greater than where pure lymph is parts of the head, and the motion they impart being in 


24. 


used. 

In conclusion, if I have hinted just a caution to be 
careful to secure only pure lymph, properly tested before | 
used for inoculation in the human subject, I shall have 
attained my end in view. For I am convinced that 
vaccine lymph can be subjected to tests before it is 
offered for sale that will demonstrate both its purity and 
its power. I believe that all lymph should be so tested, 
and that irresponsible persons offering virus of an un- 
certain quality for sale should be punished as severely 
as though they had dealt in any other poisonous, nox- 
ious article. 

I do not wish to be understood as stating that bacteria 
may not be present even in seemingly pure vaccine, 
though in forms so minute as to be undiscoverable. In 
any ordinary degree they cannot be considered hurtful. 
Many things that are eaten contain them in myriads. 
Nevertheless, when they flourish apace, and, like weeds in | 
a flower garden, grow until they choke and destroy the | 
living vaccine, any inoculation with such a product be- 
comes valueless as a protection against small-pox. In 
the most virulent animal poisons bacteria are not to be 
found until the specificity and virulence of these poisons 
have been destroyed by advancing decomposition. In 
all dead and changing animal and vegetable matter bac- 
teria grow and multiply. There is no morbid or con- 
tagious matter, however inveterate, that bacteria will | 
not appropriate and at the expense of which they will 
not live and grow. 

The vaccine bioplast is a living particle. Under an 
ordinary magnifying power it presents merely granular 
bodies, less than one one hundred thousandth of an inch 
in diameter. Colorless and structureless, it can be dis- 
tinctly brought out and defined suspended in a fluid 
medium and observed with very high power objectives. 
It will readily be seen that such a minute particle can 
be easily transferred to the organism in which it may 
be inoculated, and excite there to a minute degree the 
same series of changes, the phenomena of which char- 
acterized its presence in the organization whence it was 
immediately derived. Vaccine bioplasts manifest only 
their own specific action. Beale says: ‘‘1f but one of 
these gained entrance into an organism prepared or 
adapted for its reception, it would soon absorb nutrient 
fluid, grow and multiply, and form a small collection— 
some parts of which, gaining access to the lymph or 
blood, or both fluids, would be carried to more distant 
parts, and become impacted in some minute vessel. The 
process would be repeated, and in this way every part 
of the organism would soon become infected.” 


opposite directions. The application may be inter- 
mitted and resumed severa! times. 

Effect.—General revulsion ; motion is incited in the 
contents of the vessels of the brain, and especially in 


the venous sinuses, by which blood stasis is removed and 
| the nutrition of the 
and replacement of materials from which nutritive sup- 


rain isrefreshed by displacement 


port is derived, 

A similar effect, but perhaps in less degree, has 
sometimes been produced by applying a common 
tourniquet (such as surgeons use) to the head at its 
greatest circumference. After tightening the band, it 
must be suddenly let loose. The pressure in the blood 
vessels caused by arrest of the flow of the current, ap- 
pears to superinduce vital contraction of their walls, 
which becomes active on removing the obstructign to 
such a degree as to empty the vessels, and therefore to 
remove hyperemia, These and similar processes 
demonstrably strengthen the circulation and remove 
mechanical impediments, 


25. THROAT. 


Position. —Same as in 24. 

Action.—The operator, standing above or rather be- 
hind the head of the patient, places his finger each side 
his throat, bearing with suitable firmness upon the 
tissues of the neck in front. A reciprocating motion is 
now communicated to the tissues under compression, 
which includes those of both sides of the neck. This 
may be repeated fifteen or twenty times, or till the skin 
has assumed a thoroughly reddened appearance. 

The surface over which the process is applied may 
extend from the angle of the jaw to the base of the 
neck, giving special attention to the sensations evoked, 
and avoiding all harshness or disagreeable feeling. 

Effect.—Revulsive ; useful in chronic tonsilitis, 
catarrh, follicular enlargement, hoarseness, and all 
forms of sore throat except the acute. 


26. NECK. 


Position.—Lying, face downward. 

Action.—The operator, at the head of the patient as 
before, applying both hands to the neck with pressure, 
communicates reciprocating motions to the muscular 
masses which constitute the back of the neck, from the 
base of the head downward to the top of the shoulders. 
This location admits the application of the different 
forms of pressure motions heretofore described, as the 
circular, the thumb and finger compression, the trans- 
verse, the longitudinal, etc.; and in urgent cases these 


NEW YORK MEDICAL TIMES. 


195 


may be applied in series at the same sitting and while 
the patient remains in this favorable position for access 
to the parts. 

ee process affords great relief in cases of 
prolo 
with the precedin 


d hyperemia of the brain, and in connection | comfort by the patient. 
should be used in cases of sus- | applied in alternation to the lower and upper portions of 


| 

| eye, and again moved outward to the outer angle, but 
| this time travel over the upper border of the orbit and 
| upper lid in place of the lower ; also slightly compress- 
| ing the ball and the upper lid, as much as is borne with 
This pressure-motion may be 


ted pathological changes in the substance of the the ball and the two eyelids several times. The feel- 


Toate, to promote removal of mechanical obstruc- 
tions or of retained products of imperfect nutritive 
change, local sub-oxides, etc. 
symptoms present examples for the trial of these ap- 
plications of massage. 

27. NOSE. 


Position.—Reclining. 

Action.—The forefinger of each hand of the operator 
is applied with mild pressure to each side of the nose 
of the patient, and the reciprocating pressure-motions 
previously described may be thoroughly applied. 

Effect.—Aids contraction of and gives tone to the cap- 
illaries of the lining secreting membrane of the nose, re- 
moves obstruction in the local circulation of the parts 
connected therewith, and is curative of all forms and 
stages of catarrh, except the acute. The reader is re- 
minded that this and the other forms of massage de- 
scribed in this connection should be regarded as useless, 
except in connection with general, supporting massage. 

27. EARS. 

Position.—As above. 

Action.—Both ears are loosely grasped by both hands 
of the operator, who stands behind the patient, and who 
also at the same time gently compresses the adjoining 
tissues against the skull; he then gives a slow, gentle, 
rotary or circular motion to the compressed mass, which 
includes not only the ears, but all the tissues held by the 
conjoint grasp and pressure. The circle of motion 
should extend so far as to cause agreeable traction of 
not only of the external ears, but also of the continuous 
membrane extending into and forming the lining of the 
cavity of the ear terminating with the drum. Motion thus 
conveyed to the drum is communicated to the internal 
apparatus of the ear, including the fluids and contents 
of vessels. The circular pressure-motion with traction 
may be applied in each direction several times. Simi- 
lar pressure-motions may also be applied to the bony 


prominence below the ear, which include the mastoid | 


cells. 

Effect.—Similar to that of other modes of massage, re- 
freshing and reinforcing local nutrition ; itis also revul- 
sive, a potent stimulant to the organs and the function 
of hearing, and has cured deafness. 

28. EYES. 

Position.—Same. 

Action.—The ends of the fingers but little separated 
are pressed against the tissues a little beyond the outer 
angle of each eye at the sides of the head. Motion is 
given to the compressed tissues in a circuit as wide as 
the elasticity of the tissues will allow, which compels 
the included tissues to accompany the fingers in the cir- 
cuit, care being taken to avoid gliding upon and friction 
of the outer skin. The direction of the motion may be 
frequently changed till the parts subjected to the 
action have become thoroughly reddened. 

Effect.—Revulsion ; promotes absorption from the in- 
terior of the eyes. 

29. EYELIDS. 


Position.—The same. 
Action.—The middle finger of each hand is applied to 


‘ings of the patient must be constantly observed, to be 
certain that the impression made by the massage de- 


Aphasia and related scribed is agreeable, in which case its utility may not be 


doubted. 

| #ifect.—This process appears to assist nutritive 
changes of the contents of the eyeball, and therefore to 
|improve the vision. It is curative of chronic affections 
| of the eyes, in connection, of course, with general mas- 
|sage. It has cured cataract. 


HOMCOPATHY AND MEDICINE. 


By D. A. Gorton, M.D., Brooxiyn, N. Y. 

“We talk of the law of gravitation, and yet we know not what 
gravitation is; we talk of the conservation of force and the distribu- 
| tion of forces, and we know not what forces are. * * * We 
| have as yet only broken the first ground—we have but touched the 
crust and surface of things."’—Henry Thomas Buckle. 

If anything were needed to show that man is in the 
initiatory stage of development it may be found in the 
tendency which he still manifests to content himself 
with the hypothetical. One can scarcely take up a med- 
ical or scientific journal without coming across puerile 
exhibitions of this kind. One would naturally conclude, 


;from the sincerity with which these discussions are 
pressed, that the practical affairs of life turned ona 
| definition, and that facts would lose their stubbornness 
-ifanew explanation of them were to gain credence, 
|The old controversy respecting the nature of disease 
,and the modus operandi of medicaments is still in pro- 
_gress, though not waged with the heat and asperity of 
former days, and a medical system is staked on the val- 
idity of an hypothesis. So pertinacious are the parti- 
sans of a favorite theory of morbus disease—or the ab- 
|normal phenomena to which that term is applied—that 
‘one would suppose the existence of disease would 
| prove to be a myth, if the interpretation of it should be 
found at fault, and that medicaments would cease to be 
useful if a favorite theory of their action should be up- 
set. We have had an exhibition of this medievalism in 
| the pages of the Popular Science Monthly for October, 
| 1883, in an article by the venerable Dr. Bayard, of New 
York, in defense of homeopathy, which challenges a 
| few words of dissent and criticism from us at this time. 
In the article referred to, Dr. Bayard replies to a spor- 
adic attack on homceopathy from the pen of an ambi- 
|tious scion of Esculapius. We do not regard the at- 
| tack so as serious or threatening in its consequences as 
to be deserving of special notice. The sun continued to 
shine after the learned Huygens demonstrated that sun- 
‘light wasa myth. And so homeopathy would still 
| exist and dispense its benefactions, should all the theo- 
ries with which similia is sought to be explained, be 
each after the other exploded. 
It is idle to defend homeeopathy on the line pursued 
| by Hahnemann—just as idle as it would be to defend 
allopathy on the hypothesis advanced by Galen. The 
law of therapeutics, which is the basis of homeopathy, 
is established by facts. On facts it must stand or fall. 
Our learned brethren of the old school are too wise to 
| Soren the ill-conceived notions of Galen in support of 


their practice. It seems to us high time that the leaders 


_of the new school of medicine should profit by their ex- 


the inner angle of each eye, and compressing the tissues ample, so far, at least, as to cease to stake the stability 
upon the interior portion of the orbit, the fingers are and justification of its therapeutics on the validity of an 
slowly moved outward till the outer angles of the eyes hypothesis which some day may turn out to be pure 
are reached. The eyeball is slightly compressed, and vagary. ‘‘ Homeopathy as a science is the law of the 
the lower lid more so, in the outward motion. | vital force,” gravely says this sage defender of the new 

Next, the fingers of the operator are replaced in the | school. But, logically speaking, what, then, shall become 
same commencing position, at the inner angle of each ‘of homeopathy should the vital force be found to be a 


| 
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myth? It makes one shudder to have the underpinning | can be no such condition as health so long as morbific 
of a system of practice by which one earns his daily | cause remains in the organism. There are a few 
bread, so recklessly placed in jeopardy! The vital| acute diseases, as certain well-known forms of neu- 
principle, we fear, must go along with the rest of| ralgia, inflammation and fever, and certain abnormal 
the myths of a past age. Prof. Huxley already charac-| tendencies of constitution, chronic disorders, hered- 
terizes it as the ‘‘asylum ignorantie” of the physiologist, | itary taints, etc., which are sometimes consequent 
‘* which has so easily accounted for everything and ex- | upon abnormal action of nerve-centres, in the cure of 
plained nothing down to our time.”* But suppose it! which the law of similia is supremely applicable, and 
shall ultimately find recognition in the physiologist’s | to each individual case of which there is probably, as 
nomenclature? Will it ever be conceded by the philo-| Dr. Bayard says, but one remedy, viz., the homeo- 
sophic mind that homeopathic remedies monopolize the | pathic. So much of his proposition may be conceded 
law of its action in respect to morbificants? Everything | as established by the concurrent experience of homco- 
in the economy takes place by law of some kind; and| pathic physicians. The vast category of ailments, 
the action or influence of small doses or large doses, ad- necaalh 4 that lies outside that narrow limit, affords a 
ministered in accordance with similia or contraria, can| field for the use and application of all the means 
form noexception, The ‘‘action” of a sinapism may be| and methods of the medical art in its ever-widenin, 
different from that of an escharotic or a rubefacient, a| extent. ‘The diseases—using that term in its practica 
small dose of calomel from a large dose of it, but each | sense—of the multitude, consist of cachexias, induced 
may claim the honor of being determined by the laws| by morbific environments ; disordered and obstructed 
of the vital foree—if such a force there be. I+ goes| functions, calling loudly for evacuents ; anemias, from 
without saying that the effects of drugs on the economy | exhausting discharges or defective nutrition ; broken 
are regulated by the laws of the living organism. But | duwn constitutions, from noisome trades and industries, 
the precise nature of the interactions which take place | foul habitations and over-indulgence of the nameless 
between a medicament and the forces of the organism is} vices; neuroses, from over-work and worry, in the 
inscrutable; their effects alone are proper subjects of ob-| cure of which medicaments manifestly play a subordi- 
servation. And it is a credit to Hahnemann that, with | nate part, and the proximate effects of which are of 
all his vicious habit of trying to settle the occult nature | too complicated a nature to submit to any mere 
of medicinal *‘ actions,” he never lost sight of the Ba-| technical definition, or any exclusive mode of treat- 
conian method of observation, viz., studying effects, | ment. 
establishing data, and drawing inferences therefrom.| It is grossly misleading a gullible and indulgent pub- 
We concede that speculation has its own utility. It is! lic to maintain that there are drug remedies for these 
a pleasant pastime to minds of a certain cast and not un-| monstrous ills of civilized life; and insulting the logi- 
profitable in its results. But no man, however subtle his | cal intuitions of an intelligent profession to insist that 
genius, may presume to settle the abstract nature of any- | each of those protean forms of malady will yield up its 
thing without subjecting himself to the charge of dog-| hold on the economy by a skillful administration of the 
matism, and bringing down upon himself the oppro- | true similimum. The daily experience of every physi- 
brium medicorum of his day. cian, honestly interpreted, disproves so extraordinary a 
** As there is but one nerve-centre of a disease, so is claim. The hunt for the simiimum in many of these 
there but one remedy.” Here, again, Dr. Bayard de-| ills is as futile as that of the medieval alchemist for the 
scends into the region of the abstract, and dogmatizes | elixir of life, or the philosopher's stone. And yet it is 
as to the nature of that of which we can know noth- | of no uncommon occurrence. To our knowledge, one 
ing. He assumes that all diseases are due to reflex | of the foremost homeopathists in this country, now dead, 
disturbances, and that the proper method of curing such | Unhappily, sought for the similimum in a case of a rup- 
disturbances is by a special individualization of the tured capsular ligament of the wrist, for a period of 
drug remedy. As an abstract proposition we are not | three months. The patient, wearied with medicine- 
prepared to dispute the writer on this point, except to taking, sought the advice of a surgeon, who relieved the 
say, that it does not cover the whole ground which the | deformity consequent upon it with a blow. Nature did 
henomena of disease present. Disease, according to | the rest. Ina case of well-marked intussusception, in 
Prof Huxley, in the admirable address from which we | Which the writer exhausted his skill and the patience of 
have already quoted, ‘is a perturbation of the normal | his patient with the use of specific remedies, the patient 
activities of a living body ; and it is, and must remain, | Was promptly relieved of her critical condition, by flood- 
unintelligible so long as we are ignorant of the nature | ing the bowels, per rectum, with warm water. What 
of the normal activities.” This belongs, of course, to | “‘ nerve centre” would our friend appeal to in such a 
the abstract side of the problem, and must be received | critical conjuncture? one feels disposed to ask. And 
as logical. But the problem of disease, as it is pre-| What is the simizimum on which he would base his 
sented to the physician, has three phases which notrue hopes, and to which he could safely trust his patient in 
physician can safely disregard, viz.: First, the abnor- Such a case? A case of disease (ulcerative) of the sep- 
mal disturbance (which is disease itself); second, the | tum of the nose came to our notice recently, which had 
morbific cause of such disturbance ; third, the sequences been under specific observation, by a reputable homeo- 
of such abnormal action or disturbance, or, in other pathic physician of New York for many years, without 
words, the effect or effects (for they are often multi- Successful resolutions. What was the cause of failure, 
form), which are produced by such abnormal action of | the ignorance of the doctor, or the fault of the method? 
the living forces on the tissues and organs of the body. | Perhaps neither, for there are conditions which must 
In this sense, then, disease itself is the action of na- be regarded as irremediable. And yet, the misguided 
ture in the living organism against a disturbing enthusiasts of the new school mischievously fulminate 
cause—a materies morbi, and as such is wise and bene- | Philippics from college chairs and in the medical press, 
ficient in its purpose, or object, if an object may be | ®nd not unfrequently in the lay press, to the effect that 
conceded. in the true similimum may be found the sovereign rem- 
Disease is something, therefore, not to be arrested or @4y for every ill, a “balm for every wound.” Wehave 
assailed, or its purpose neutralized, until its morbific or heard this proposition insisted upon, in medical soci- 
exciting cause is removed, or the failure to remove it | ¢ties and medical ¢lubs, with extreme pertinacity, by 
is apparent. The chief concern of the physician, then, gentlemen whose hair had grown gray, or lost alto- 
is to remove, not so much the abnormal action of the | gether, with the length of their experience and the 
economy as the morbific cause of such action, for there umber of their years; honest men, too, they were, 
against whose veracity not a breath of suspicion could be 
* Biological Sei ’n ote before the International | brought. One would suppose no case ever went to King- 
Medical Congress, England, 1881. dom Come under their ministrations, except by senile 
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decay. And yet, the fact was otherwise, as proved by the | will be so gratifying that the added expense would not 
Registry. One wonders how it was; whether it was due | interfere with the success of such a process. 
to a want of knowledge, proper diligence, or failure) Why some physicians prefer tinctyre of digitalis for 
to be ‘‘called in time?” We remand that question to | heart troubles, and the infusion for rer f F meen and 
the domain of the inscrutable. others prefer the powdered drug for both, is probably 

We hold that the law similia similibus curantur is an | as much the fault of the drug in the first two as of the 
established fact in medical science—so securely estab- | preparations made according to our present formulas. 
lished as to be in no need of speculative pleadings in| After experimenting with several processes, including 
its behalf. It was a mistake of its discoverer that he that of the Pharmacopeeia of 1870, which was feend to 
should have insisted upon its universality, and made an | he very unsatisfactory, the last formula of Nativelle, 
tion of which he was the victim, by reason of his doc- | , ‘ 
trine, though it was no more violent than Harvey’s, per- The poapasations used were the tincture of the present 
haps not so violent as Jenner’s, had the effect upon pharmacopoeia; an infusion, or rather the result of a 
Hahnemann’s nature to drive him in upon himself, and of the 
tospeak, and to make him exclusive—a law unto himself. aves in warm water, to make it as good a a. 

resentation of the drug as possible, which was carefully 
But whatever Hahnemann’s excuse or justification may ta end 
have been for the folly of presuming to founda medi- th both ot whi + 
ca] system, which like everything else of enduring ex-| ith 
cellence must needs be evolved, not made—it is not suf- good re 
ficient to justify his followers, at this late day, in perpet- Two pints of each were evaporated at a low tempera- 
uating an error, of which, he himself, we feel sure, could ture to eight fluid ounces; to each was added a solution 
he open his mouth, would be the first to speak of in words Of One ounce of neutral acetate of lead, which was pre- 
of disapprobation. As for us, while doing full honor viously tested to insure the absence of alkaline reaction, 
to the discoverer of the law of similia and the method of | 224 evaporated again toa bulk of eight fluid ounces; 
proving the virtues of medicaments, and recognizing S&turated with a saturated solution of bicarbonate of soda, 
it first and last as the grandest achievement in therapeu- 24 water enough added to bring the bulk to 16 fluid 
/ounces. This was allowed to stand in a cool place for 


tics ever made by mortal man, we would rejoice to see land 
the term homeopathic, as a qualification, stricken from three days, and all the clear liquid syphoned off; the 


the records and become wholly and forever obsolete as a Temainder was strained through cloth, and four ounces 
distinction of a class, or as a title of a system, school or | by weight of 80 per cent. alcohol were added. This was 
college. It has already too long disrupted and divided | heated to boiling, a solution of two grains of neutral 
the profession of medicine. Let it be buried under the | @etate of lead added, and the heat continued for a few 
rubbish of literature bearing its name, but which with Minutes. when the mixture was allowed to cool, and fil- 
the name itself has outgrown its usefulness and become tered. To the clear i were added ten grains of per- 
obsolete in the larger medical thought of the time. The fectly neutral vegetable charcoal in fine powder, stirred 
truth it heralded to the world would still remain, and |i” carefully. The mixture was heated on a water bath 


it shall forever remain, to bless the generations of man, | Util the last remaining portion of the alcohol was eva- 
porated; after cooling it was thrown on a cloth strainer 


and washed with distilled water, and heated at a tem- 
TINCTURE OF DIGITALIS. perature not exceeding 110° Fahrenheit until perfectly 
an dry, then exhausted with chloroform, which b 


The question of uniformity and precision in the | evaporation left the digitalin in a crude state mixed wit 
- some oily matter and digitine. This was purified by re-dis- 


strength of a preparation prescribed, is keepin | 
with the additions which are lately being nae salle solving in alcohol, adding a small portion of acetate of lead 
in the science of administering medicine in the correct | 4issolved in water, and some granular animal charcoal; 
amount to bring about a desired physiological result, after this was heated a short time, the clear liquor was 
and the efforts made by manufacturing chemists and filtered off and evaporated to dryness; re-dissolved in just 
pharmacists to exact knowledge, are meeting with a enough alcohol to effect a solution, to which was added 
recognition which will tend to give the art a new and one-half its weight of sulphuric ether, and water equal 
much needed impetus. to the weight of both combined. This mixture was 
Gin caiten ine ee — shaken up and allowed to stand two days, when the 
digitaline, mixed with a small quantity of digitine, was 
tincture of aconite, published a formula by which, for a | separated by Giteriag: this wes farther parifed b 
comparatively small expense, a preparation can be made | estten 
of a definite and uniferm strength, and in this article | equalling, 4 8 & 
hopes to add something to the published knowledge re- |“ ‘phe writer in the course of his experiments found a 
garding a drug which has successfully competed with | difference between the digitaline from the seeds and 
all the discoveries in Materia Medica, since it first came leaves of the same plants, and found the infusion more 
into use for diseases of the heart. | easily worked than the tincture, with the result in crude 
If a physician is asked why he immediately tries every | alj-aloid larger. : 
new alleged substitute for digitalis, his answer would ‘The tincture from the green leaves, made by addin 
probably be a complaint that the action of digitalis | an equal bulk of alcohol to the expressed juice, worke 
is so variable that he would like to find some substitute | about the same es the infusion, and if there is in reality 
on which he could better depend to do the same work. | such a difference in favor of the infusion in kidney dis- 
The recent modification of the old formula by Nati- eases, this difference would probably be overcome by 
velle and Duquesnel has produced a probably pure digi- | the general use of the green tincture, provided the pre- 
talia, from which experiments have proven that equal paration was of a known strength, to insure the same 
results can be obtained under the same circumstances, bagpen and the effects of the drug being cumulative, 
and if perfectly uniform tincture of digitalis | is —— of trouble from samples of different 
can be made, the same uniformity in results can | strength. 
be expected. The expense attending the analysis| In one sample of the mother tincture the crude pro- 
of a specimen of digitalis, in which so small a duct was nearly equal to any of the others, but the yield 
quantity of alkaloid principle is present, is so great, | of digitalin was almost nothing. The yield of pure digi- 
that only druggists who work large quantities can ‘alin from the infusion was a little over one-half that 
afford to examine each lot of drug, but the result ' from the tincture, while the crude product was larger. 
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The second lot of mother tincture yielded about two- 
thirds the quantity in pure digitalin, weight for weight 
of equivalent in dried drug, that the tincture from the 
powdered drug produced. 

Nearly one and one-half grains of pure digitalin were 
separated from two pints of the officinal tincture, equal 
to about seven-hundredths of one per cent. of its weight 
in dried drug. 

The physical properties of the leaves grown in this 
country and in Europe are slightly different, but a pre- 
paration of a definite strength of either would have the 
same value. As far as our experience goes, the English 
dried leaf of the Herring or Allen brand has proven to 
be the most carefully selected and handled. 

Too much heat used in drying undoubtedly changes the 
character of the drug, as does age; this is less noticeable 
in the seeds than in the leaves, which have a larger ex- 

* 


posed surface, 


PRACTICAL HINTS IN ELECTRO-THERA- 
PEUTIOS. 


By Dr. W. F. Hurcurnson. 


The very first element in successful electro-therapy is 
the choice and maintenance of good instruments, gal- 
vanic, faradaic and static. 

No instrument, in my opinion, can be considered good 
which attempts to inclose within one case the appara- 
tus for producing more than one current. Too much 
complication is destructive of good effect, and the care 
of asimple galvanic battery of twenty elements, so as 
to maintain it in a high state of efficiency, is sufficiently 
onerous without having it increased by the addition of 
induction coil, wire rheostat, interrupter, galvanoscope, 
etc. Induction coils with high electro-motive power 
cells are best by themselves, for when they are in active 


plates and connections, is carried about, and soon dis- 
gusts the busy doctor who has to care for it, by rarely 
being in order, and frightens his patient by the flashes 
and giddiness which invariably accompany its use about 
the head. 

If a general practitioner, who is distant from a spe- 
cialist, and who has a case which demands electricity, 
will abstain entirely from the use of a portable galvanic 
battery, and only use upon his out-of-door rounds a good 
induction coil, directing such patients as do not need 
faradism to come to his office, where he will have a low 
tension galvanic battery of twenty cells, one great point 
will be gained; and, in cases which need galvanism, 
he will nearly always find them able to come to his of- 
fice. For the few who are not (there have been but 
three such in my practice during the past year) he must 
provide at the house a series of cells of the same kind, 
which will not cost more than twenty dollars, and 
which will last for years. 

If, next, he will procure some text-book giving con- 
cise directions as to the dosage of each current and its 
manner of application, and follow the general rule to 
use galvanism in central, faradism in peripheral lesions, 
he will be placed in the most favorable position to at- 
tain good results, and will probably be astonished at 
them.—N. Med. Monthly. 


CLINIQUE. 


A CASE OF OPIUM POISONING TREATED BY 
ATROPINE. 


By E. R. Corson, M.D., SAVANNAH, Ga. 


Aug. 15.—A. 8., wt. 27, a house carpenter, a well- 
developed man, had been drinking hard for two days, 


use, having to bear the shakingup attendant upon trans- and at 2 P.M. took at one dose one ownce of laudanum. 
portation,the powerful fluid rapidly destroys connections, I was called to him about 6.30 Pp. M., to find him 
and will find its way out of the cell, in spite of the most breathing with great difficulty ; cyanotic, with pin-hole 


careful pyecautions. 


For the treatment of a variety of | pupils, short, jerking respirations, 26 to the minute, 


cases, there is needed a variety of galvanic batteries, | with loud rales, pulse 160 and weak, perfectly uncon- 
some of high tension and low quantity,as the small Greuet scious, the skin warm and bathed in a warm sweat. 


cell in common use in portable machines, which I now | 


A physician called in an hour previously had pro- 


only use in treating lesions of peripheral nerves and in nounced the man dying and had given up the case. 


galvano-surgery—others of fair quantity and low ten- 
sion, as the Leclanche or any modifications of the 
Daniell element, which is alone employed in central 
galvanization—or others of great quantity and very low 
tension, to be used in galvano-causty. To the latter 
class, however, it is scarcely necessary to refer, as the 
general surgeon now rarely uses a causty battery away 
from a hospital, where its care is undertaken by skilled 


rsons. 
I suspect the failure to obtain results from electro- 


therapy in the hands of non experts arises from one of 


I found on inquiry that the patient was a hard drinker 


}at times, and was in the habit of taking more or less 
'laudanum to ‘‘ sober off,” and that while he had often 
| taken large doses of the drug he had never equaled the 
| present dose. 


The appearances of the man were certainly unprom- 
ising ; the short, imperfect respirations, the rapid pulse, 
at one time 168, the livid skin, and absolute coma from 
which there was no arousing him, had every appearance 
of approaching death. 

I found that he had been given some black coffee, 


two causes: either the employment indiscriminately of | probably very little, for on attempting to make him 


faradism and galvarism through ignorance of the to- 
tally different effects of the two, or from the general 
use of high tension batteries about the nerve centres, 
Too much confusion exists in the nomenclature of elec- 
tro-therapy, arising from its comparative newness; and it 
is quite common to hear of a case being treated by elec- 
tricity, without any statement as to which form was 
employed or the dose. When the reader of a medical 
journal sees that some forms of neurasthenia have been 
successfully treated by electricity, and wishes to try the 
remedy in his own practice, he cannot tell from the 
text which current has been used—possibly believes 
that there is no difference between them in result. So, 
unless by accident hitting upon the proper one, he gets 
no result at all. Then, a galvanic battery fit to use cen- 
trally has not yet been made portable. The nearest ap- 
proach to it isthe Trouvé instrument, which I introduced 
into America in 1876, but which is, I think, but little 
known. For this reason, the portable high tension in- 


strument, with corrosive fluid, which soon destroys zinc 


swallow some in my presence, swallowing was out of 
the question, with the danger of the liquid passing into 
the trachea, 

I gave him at once, hypodermically, 5 grains of apo- 
morphia, and at short intervals, extending over half an 
hour, eight pellets of atropi@ sulphas, ;{5 grain each, 
together equal to ;,1,; grain, and a pint of hot black 
coffee thrown well up into the rectum.* 

Dr. L. A. Falligant saw the patient with me about 
this time, and concurred inthe treatment. On consultation 
it was decided not to give any more atropine. In addi- 
tion we had the skin slapped with a towel wrung out of 
ice water, and then rubbed dry, and this was kept up 
throughout the night. 

At 9 p.m. he was op | better ; the pulse was 
140, and stronger, and the respirations deeper—a series 
of short, jerking respirations followed by a long sigh ; 


* The pellets used were prepared by J. R. Allen, of Philadelphia. 
Sodif chior., er. | 
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upils the same, and no emesis from the apomorphia. before they can be accepted as evidence against the 

hen smartly slapped the eyelids twitched—the first many clinical cases adduced in its support. 
evidence of reaction, The skin by the constant flagella- | The result in the present case will lead me to repeat 
tions and rubbings was as red as a boiled lobster. The the treatment when called upon again. 
atropine probably favored this reaction. 

By 10 p.m. the pulse had fallen to 120, and the respi-| 
rations were deeper and 24 to the minute. The pupils, THE INDICATIONS FOR CUPRUM, VERATRUM, 


however, remained the same. The temperature in the CAMPHOR AND AMYL NITRITE 
Two more enemas of coffee were given up to 5 A.M., | — 
when they were enabled to dress the patient and walk | By E. M. Hae, M.D., Cuicaco, ILL, 


him about. When seen by me at eight o’clock he was. 
up and perfectly himself, and laughed at the idea that 
Bin ap toe It undoubtedly takes high rank in the actual treat- 
Two 1 later, 10 ti f _ ment of that disease. Rarely, however, can it be relied 
h upon alone except in those rare cases where the poison 
h twite expends its force upon the central nervous system, and 
the muscles of the face and limbs ; the face assumed @ the usual colliquative discharges from the bowels are 
hue again. = 4 temperature in the spcent 
axilla was 10234’, his pulse 120. 5 | The alvine discharges of copper are of a mucous 
At 9 p.M.—Pulse 124, temperature 103°. character, and often ol ed vi blood, with terrible 
Aug. 17, 9 A.M.—Pulse 120, temperature 102° ; the colic and tenesmus. It corresponds to a type of choleraic 
muscular twitchings have ceased, and there is no drow- dysentery, which is sometimes epidemic during the 


I have already given, in a previous paper, a statement 
of the prophylactic powers of cuprum against cholera, 


siness. Pupils normal and react to light. | prevalence of Asiatic cholera, 
Nine p.m.—Pulse 124, temperature 103°. | The tonic spasms which are the chief characteristics 
Aug. 18, 9 A.M.—Pulse 112, temperature 102}¢°. of copper begin in the terminal extremities, the feet 
Shght bronchitis. x }and hands, and finally in the abdominal and thoracic 
Nine p.M.—Pulse 120, temperature 1023;°. organs. The collapse is profound, but not as dangerous 


Aug. 19, 9 a.M.—Pulse 120, temperature 101°, and by as that of veratrum or arsenicum. 
the evening the fever had gone and the pulse had come _It is well known that there are cases of cholera which 
down to the normal. He received acon ,bella., bry., phos., | depend on nervous influences alone, and in which the 
, according to the symptoms, and 15 grains of the | vomiting and purging is absent. They seem to go into 


bisulphate of quinine on the decline of the fever. the spasmodic and collapsing stage without gastric irri- 
It is hard to estimate the exact réle played by the atro- tation. Copper will doubtless help in such cases, if its 
pine in the treatment of this case. he anomalous | peculiar cramps are present, but camphor or amyl nitrite 


rapid pulse and respiration were probably due to the are better remedies if the collapse predominates, 

combined alcoholism, although the other symptoms In the selection of the dose and preparation, | would 
lainly showed the opium poisoning. ‘* Chronic alco- advise the lower triturations of the pure copper in an 

Calin develops a state in which ordinary medicinal amorphous powder or the ammonio-sulphate, 

doses may cause a dangerous narcotism, or sudden fail- | VERATRUM 

ure of the heart” (Bartholow). The fact that he had BUN Ale, 

taken opium before to ‘‘ sober off” made him better able This great remedy for cholera was introduced by 

to stand this large dose. The pulse, shortly after giv- Hahnemann, who saw in the descriptions of the effects 

ing ,; grains atropine, became stronger, and the rapid of the white hellebore of the Greeks a vivid picture of 

recovery justified a belief in its good effect. The reac- the symptoms of cholera. 

tionary fever seems allied to the relapses mentioned by | He advised its use in cholera before he or his col- 

von Boeck. leagues had ever seen a case, and when the disease did 

tient has been | invade Germany, veratrum was tried and found effica- 
any doubt of cious. The chief indications for this drug are: (1) The 


eventual recovery, which, nevertheless, ended fatally Violentand profuse serous, prostrating, alvine discharges. 
from a relapse into stupor, sopor and coma, and finally (2) The violent and profuse vomiting, with great thirst. 
paralysis.”* The question of the therapeutic and physi- (3) The clonic spasms or cramps, which begin in the ab- 
ological antagonism between opium and belladonna still domen, stomach and chest, and extend to the legs and 
remains sub judice. While in this country there is a ®™™S (opposite to the action of euprum). (4) The collapse 
neral belief in this antagonism, the experiments of | which is not so much due to nervous paresis as to the 
rown-Séquard and others on animals seem to disprove great abundance of serous outpour, which has an effect 
it. Similar to the loss of the same amount of blood. 
Dr. Dujardin-Beaumetz, of Paris, in the discussion on | ,, You will observe that there can be no difficulty in 
a paper by Prof. H. C. Wood, entitled ‘‘On the Nature differentiating between copper and veratrum, and no 
and rd of Physiological Antagonism,” read before C#S¢ can be imagined where they can be alternated. If 
the International Medical Congress, said: “Since the ° a can be alternated with any remedy it is camphor. 
remarkable experiments performed in England the doc- | hese choleraic effects of veratrum are all the primary 
trine that opium and belladonna are mutually antagonis- effects of large doses, and the remedial dose must be 
tic has been abandoned in France. In case of poisoning S™&ll. I should feel safe in using the 6th. Dr. Joslin, 
by morphia, the administration of atrepia can only ag- of New York, in the epidemic of 1849, claimed brilliant 
gravate the symptoms ; and by combining the two alka- Tesults from the 30th. 
loids in hypodermic injections for remedial purposes we CAMPHOR 
obtain an increased instead of a diminished effect.” : 
(Transactions of the International Medical Congress, | , The history of the use of camphor by our school in 
Vol. 1., p. 488.) cholera is similar to that of veratrum. Hahnemann in 
The clinical evidence contributed by this country Collecting the cases of poisoning was struck by the simi- 
points to a therapeutic antagonism. The experiments larity of the ataxic symptoms. He predicted its useful- 
made on the lower animals, apparently disproving this 2€SS before an epidemic visited Europe, Like reratrum, 


antagonism, must be freed’ from many sources of error | it is only large doses which cause the conditions which 
so closely resemble choleraic collapse. 1 will give a 


‘« But cases have occurred where the pa 
completely roused and there was hardly 


* Ziemssen, Vol. XVII., p 851. ‘typical case which will illustrate its action. 


200 NEW YORK MEDICAL TIMES. 


From two scruples (40 grs.) a man had vertigo, con-| best to give this point to the profession, it may save 
fusion of mind, slow, feeble pulse ; icy coldness of the | many children during the heated term. It gets upa re- 
whole body, beginning in the extremities and extending | action quickly, and gives time for the action of reme- 
to the whole body, even to the interior, the stomach dies. I have lost many children that I think I could 
and bowels feeling icy cold ; cold sweat all over—epi-| have saved, if I had applied the amyl. It may prove 


leptiform, or clonic spasms, and great fear of death. of use in the collapse of cholera ; as this disease is pre- 
In no case of poisoning reported is there any mention | vailing extensively I should like to see it tried. 
of violent vomiting and purging. The collapse is a “Yours truly, N. K. Morris, Denver, Col.” 
In relation to the dose, I cannot conceive the necessity 
of such large doses as Rubini recommends, except upon OBSTETRICAL MEMORANDA. 
the supposition that the powers of absorption in cases 
of collapse are nearly extinguished, and that the in- By SHELpon Leavirr, M.D., Cutcaco, 
gestion of large quantities is necessary in order to get VII.—PELVIC ANATOMY. 


the medicinal effects. We should at least be cautious 
in its administration, or we may deepen the existing 
collapse and render the condition of the patient worse. 
Rubini’s tinct. of camphor represents in each drop one 
grain of the resin or crude drug. If we give 5 gtts. 


A very elaborate paper on ‘‘ The Topographical Re- 
lations of the Female Pelvic Organs,” by Ambrose L. 
Ranney, M D., which is continued through several 
numbers of the American Journal of Obstetrics, begin- 
every 15 or 20 minutes, we shall soon reach the maxi-| ing with March, 1883, should be read by every student 
mum of the toxic dose, One drop should be tried before | #24 practitioner of gynecology and obstetrics. A few 
we venture on more. points which bear directly on the latter branch of prac- 

tice will be noted. Under the head of ‘‘ The Perineal 
AMYL NITRITE. Body,” Doctor Ranney says: ‘‘ This structure, which 

This powerful excitor of the cardiac nerve centres | has lately come into special prominence, forms a part 
has been found of great value in fainting, nervous f the pelvic floor, and must be drawn with its base 
shock, collapse from angina pectoris or threatened car. looking downward in the erect posture of the woman, 
diac paralysis. There is no reason why it should not ,®%d lying between the anal orifice and the so-called 
be of invaluable service in the collapse of cholera, when | ‘ Posterior commissure of the vulva.’ On antero-pos- 


camphor and other remedies fail to excite the vital | terior median section of the pelvis, it presents, accord- 
ing to some authors, a triangular form, the apex of the 


During the inhalation of amyl I have seen the pulse | triangle being directed upward, and interposed between 
return to the pulseless wrist, the heart’s action restored | the posterior wall of the vagina and the anterior wall 
—after the ear could not detect its sounds; the warmth | of the rectum. It has been disputed by some that the 
return to icy extremities, and the color to the Hippo-| tissue between the lower end of the vagina and the 
cratic countenance. rectum has sufficient density to be properly considered 
I do not claim that it will restore the patient who has | #8 forming an apex to the perineal body, the point being 
sunken into the cholera collapse, but I believe it will ;™made that, when two fingers are employed, one being 
inserted in the rectum and one in the vagina, no firm 


revive him and keep him alive while more radical reme- . ] 
dies act. By restoring the circulation, it restores the Tesistant body can be felt to exist between the fingers 


powers of the absorbent system, without which no_ after they have each passed the thickness of the tis- 
medicinal agent can enter the blood or reach the centres Sues which form the pelvic floor. This certainly 
of organic life. agrees with my own observations made repeatedly 

To substantiate this recommendation, I will give you Upon the living female in the standing posture ; more- 
the experience of Dr. N. K. Morris, of Denver, ina let- over, many of the frozen sections of the pelvis fail to 
ter to me of recent date : sustain the triangular shape of the body, as it appears 
mM to be rather quadrangular in form than presenting a 

DENVER, CoL., July 30, 1883. | distinct apex. Garrigues has compared its shape to the 
“EK, M. Hare, M.D., Curcago, ILL, | ‘cucurbit of an alembic.’” 

“Dear Dr.—In re-reading your article on Amyl Nitrite| To my mind it appears that we are altogether too 
in Therapeutics, there is no mention of its use in the col- , prone to relegate original investigation of anatomical 
lapse or coldness of cholera infantum. I have recently and physiological matters to those who are supposed 
used it in two cases with the most surprising results. The to have much ampler facilities for its prosecution, with- 
first case, child of eclectic doctor, who, with two physicians Out improving our own opportunities for testing the 
of his schoo! had given the child up to die, the motherre- truth of their observations ; and thus it is thet errors 
questing that I should be called, found the child cold as are perpetuated from one generation to another. We 
a corpse from head to feet, pulseless, eyes glazed, res- have long been taught to regard the perineal body as 
piration 60 per minute and intermittent, a clammy sweat substantially triangular in form, and thus I am sure it is 
on body, and odor of death ; bowels, thin watery stool in many cases. For example, after labor, as we intro- 
every 20 to 30 minutes ; had been in the condition of duce the finger into the vagina and the thumb into the 
coldness for three days, with only temporary warmth rectum, we sometimes find, when the perineum has 
under stimulants. They had been giving Fowler's so- escaped rupture, that it presents the form of a wedge 
lution and stimulants, etc. Gave arsen., 3x trit., 2 grs, with the point upward. In many other cases, and I am 
every 30 minutes, and amyl nit. by inhalation. In 20 coming to think in most instances, the body in ques- 
minutes there were signs of returning warmth, and in an tion fails to assume such a form, but is, as Dr. Ranney 
hour the surface was in a perfect glow, which remained says, rather quadrangular, An extreme in this direc- 
for three hours. When the coldness began to return, | tion is sometimes observed, wherein the perineum is so 
a few breaths of amyl soon restored the warmth of the imperfectly developed as scarcely to merit the title of 


surface, At one time we allowed the coldness to con- | ‘‘ body.” . 
tinue, when it became as severe as at first, but the The Vagina.—Dr. Ranney corrects also a very com- 


amyl soon restored the heat ; this lasted for three days, mon error, which in great measure derives its force and 
the last day only using the amyl once in 5 or 6 hours. continuation from the faulty illustrations of antero-pos- 
The second case was one of acute collapse, where the terior median sections of the female pelvis, which are 
child had been sick only for 12 hours, I found the pulses found in every text-book of obstetrics, In one way and 
imperceptible with every symptom of death, In lessthan another it has become a common notion that the 
20 minutes there was a complete reaction under amyl 

and ultimate recovery. I write you, and if you think | 


vagina follows the curve of the sacrum, and extends to 
a considerable parallel height on that bone. On this 


i 
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point the writer says : ‘‘It is well known that the tip of | 


the coccyx lies above the level of the symphysis pubis 
when the woman is in the erect posture, and it is now 


practically admitted by most of the later authors upon | thks commen tee subject of “ Physometra,” he being led 


to do so from the occurrence of a case in his own prac- 
‘tice. A goodly number of physicians of experience and 


this subject that the vaginal canal seldom reaches 
above the level of the lower end of the sacrum. It can- 
not be said, therefore, to have much if any relation to 
the sacrum, since it does not extend to the limits of 
the bone posteriorly, nor lie, to any great extent, within | 
its limits as far as the pelvic cavity is conce: ned.” 

This is the more interesting and important when we 
reflect upon the descent of the peritoneum to a point | 
posteriorly to the upper portion of the vagina. Since_ 
reading the above I have taken particular pains to in- | 
vestigate with reference to the relation of the posterior | 
vaginal cul de sac to the sacrum and coceyx, and the | 
result of my observations corroborates the statement 
made by Dr. Ranney. He places the average length of 
the anterior vaginal wall at about two and one-half 
inches, and that of the posterior wall at a little over 
three inches, 

It ought, in this connection, to be remembered, that 
after the third month of utero-gestation, the vaginal 
tube is put upon the stretch and somewhat elongated, 
the result being that its superior extremity is found on 
a higher plane than in a non-pregnant state. 

Dr. Ranney also confirms Hart’s statement that the 
vaginal canal forms with the horizon an angle of 60°, 
and that its walls are in close apposition with each 
other, in all possible positions of the body. 

‘During gestation,” he says in another place—and 
this ought to be specially noted—‘ this cellular tissue 
undergoes an enormous hypertrophy to fill the space | 
left vacant by the ascent of the uterus and its broad | 
ligaments. After parturition, the excess of this tissue is 
slowly absorbed, and the uterus and its broad liga- 
ments gradually tend to resume their former relations 
to the other pelvic structures.” 

Changes in Situation of the Pelvie Organs ht Ki 
Pregnancy.—The doctor’s remarks which properly fall 
under this head are made chiefly with reference to the 

rformance of certain obstetric operations. I quote 

imas follows: ‘ During gestation the uterus ) 
the broad ligaments upward in proportion to its in- 
creasing size; so that at full term the basis of these 
ligaments lie on a level with the pectineal, and extend 
from the pectineal eminence, anteriorly, to the syn-| 
chondrosis, teriorly (these limits being determined 
by the round ligaments of the uterus and the ovarian 
arteries).” 

“‘The separation of the lamine of the broad ligaments | 
gives to that of each side a triangular form at the full. 
term of pregnancy, the base of the triangle correspond-_ 
ing to the pectineal line, and its apex to the horn of the | 
uterus. When parturition has been accomplished, the | 
broad ligaments tend to slowly regain the position 
within the pelvic — which they originally occupied.” | 

The Fourchette.— 
the term fourchette, especially in alluding to its rupture 


during labor, it being often confounded with the poste- who died young, 
rior commissure of the vulva or vagina, that I venture | 


to quote from Dr, Ranney on the point: ‘ The four- 
chette,” he says, ‘‘ consists of a fold of skin which bears 


a different relation to the surrounding parts when the | 


ere is such prevalent misuse of | 


Vill, PHYSOMETRA, 


H. C. Yarrow, M.D., in the Am. Jour. Obs., for Aug. 
1883, discusses at considerable length and in a very 


intelligence have been rather incredulous concerning 
the existence of such a phenomenon as distension of the 
uterus with airor gas. Well-authenticated reports of 
such a pathological state are rare ; but Dr. Yarrow has 
collected a number which present so strong evidences as 
to settle the question beyond all reasonable doubt. 

The subject is alluded to in these obstetrical notes be- 
cause physometra, in a few instances, has been mis- 
taken for pregnancy, and very properly belongs under 
the head of pseudocyesis. From among the numerous 
cases collected in this paper I shall make an abstract 
of only one, and that the one which occurred in Doctor 
Yarrow’s own practice. 

In the spring of 1872 he was called to see a woman in 
consultation, the note of summons reading : ‘‘ Meet me 
in consultation at once, and bring with you such instru- 
ments as you may need to perform the Cesarean opera- 
tion.” Upon reaching his patient he was informed by 
the attending physician that he believed there existed 
an imperative call for gastrotomy, as the woman had 
exceeded her time by four months, and he feared the 
expulsive pains which she was experiencing would re- 
sult in rupture of the uterus. The patient, a stout ne- 
gress, declared her undoubted conviction of the exist- 
ence of pregnancy, owing to a correspondence of her 
symptoms with those experienced in former pregnancies. 
She felt quickening at the end of the fourth month. 
The attending physician declared that he had felt the 
child. Inspection revealed great abdominal enlarge- 
ment, full breasts, pouting nipples. Percussion gave 
resonance over the entire abdomen, and auscultation 
disclosed no sounds of the fcetal heart. 

A speculum was introduced, and, _ a sound being 
passed through the cervical canal with some difficulty, 
there was a rush of pent-up but odorless air, and a col- 
lapse of the abdomen. 

Dr. Yarrow believes that physometra owes its exist- 
ence to secretion of carbonic gas by the lining mem- 
brane of the uterus. 


HOMCOPATHIC HOSPITAL, W. L 
SERVICE OF W. PerTexson, M.D. 
Reported Dr. T. H. Hicks. 
J.H., wt. 3l years. Single ; U. 8; iceman. Admitted 


May 21, 1883. ‘ 
Diagnosis; Sub-acute pleurisy of right side. 
Heredity : Father had rheumatism and died when 


patient was very young; does not know cause of his 
death. 

Mother is still living. Had eight brothers and sisters 
but still hasa brotherand a sister 
who has reached adult life and are healthy. 

Mode of Life: Intemperate and dissipated. Is in 
the habit of getting intoxicated on each Sunday. 

Previous History: Patient says that he has been 


labia are in contact or separated. When the woman is coughing during all the past winter, but has been able 


in the erect as well as in the supine position, the labia 
are closely approximated ; hence the fourchette | 

downward as a loose fold, stretching from one labium 
to the other, in the region of the so-called posterior com- 
missure of the vulva. If we separate the labia, how- 


ever, it will be seen that the fourchette becomes tense, | 


and gradually advances until its anterior margin reaches 
the posterior border of the external vaginal orifice. The 
hollow which exists behind the fourchette, so stretched, 
is called the fossa navicularis from its fancied resem- 
blance to the form of a boat. When the labia are in 


close approximation, this hollow is wanting.’ 


| frothy. 
yellow sputa. 


to do some work. Has not coughed so badly for the 
past two weeks, but has grown weak and become so 
short of breath that he must sit down from the 
slightest exertion. Has also noticed a tenderness over 
the abdomen. 

Present Condition: Coughs most when he first goes 
to bed at night and on rising in the morning. Expec- 
toration is not abundant and the sputum is white and 
Says that during the winter he had thick 
Wants his head upon a high pillow at 
night, and can hardly ‘get his breath” after ascending 


‘one flight of stairs. Feet are not swollen, and he has 
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never known of their swelling Has no pain except | he soon began to revive and has nearly reached his for- 
soreness of the abdominal muscles. mer strength. 

Functions: Appetite r. Bowels regular, voids| June 25, Is feeling quite comfortable, although he 
his urine freely, and has noticed nochange in quantity coughed a great deal last night, and the expectoration 
or color. Sleeps well. {remained the same. He continued to grow weaker and 

Physical Examination: There is aloss of expansion | died July 1. 
of the right side of the chest and the measurement of| Autopsy: Held July 2. 
the right side is over one inch greater than that of the Body well nourished but cedematous. 
left. | contained about three ounces of fluid. 

Palpation: Vocal fremitus is exaggerated over the J/eart : Weighed 14 ounces. Left ventricular cavity 
apex of the right lung, but entirely absent over lower normal. 
part of the lung. | Aortic valves are thickened at the base in a marked 

Percussion: Pulmonary resonance is slightly exag-| degree. Mitral valves slightly thickened. Pulmonary 
gerated over the left lung, and there is complete flat- and tricuspid valves normal. The endocardial surface 
ness all over the lower part of the right, the flatness of the whole heart congested, but more marked in the 
extending to the top of the axilla and half way up the left ventricular cavity. Substance of heart appears to 
scapula behind. Anteriorly the flatness does not ex- be normal. Left pleural cavity contained nine ounces 
tend quite so high. A change in the position of the of sanguino-serous fluid. 
patient changes the line of percussion flatness. | Left Lung: Weight 181g ounces. Upper lobe cede- 

Auscultation: The normal vesicular murmur is matous, but contains air throughout. Lower lobe 
somewhat exaggerated over the left lung and the apex slightly congested and cedematous, ‘The larger bron- 
of the right. | chial tubes showing evidence of a chronic bronchitis. 

At a point posteriorly, between the vertebrae and the| Right pleural cavity presents pleuritic adhesions an- 
internal border of the right scapula, a sticky friction | teriorly and laterally over upper lobe, and containing 80 
sound is heard, and over the portion of the chest below | ounces of sero-sanguino purulent fluid, which resembles 
a line drawn from this point to the axilla and sternum very much, both in odor and consistency, the expectora- 
the respiratory sounds are entirely absent. R. Bryonia tion while living, the pleura itself being partly con- 
alb, tinct. one-fifth drop doses every two hours. ‘sumed and the remaining portion presenting in-every 

May 28.—Still suffers from dyspnea. Feet now respect a thickened pyogenic membrane. But very 
becomes swollen and cedematous during the day, but little of the lung remained. A small portion of the 
the swelling disappears during the night ; is coughing apex was normal tooutward appearances, but was found 
considerably and expectorating a white, frothy material. solid, and when placed in water showed the entire ab- 
Appetite poor. | sence of air. 

June 4.—No perceptible change in the general con-| Of the middle and lower lobes there was only a frag- 
dition of the patient. Is suffering from dyspnea, feet ment remaining, and a probe introduced into the larger 
swollen and cedematous, coughs and expectorates con- bronchial tubes entered directly into the pleural cavity. 
siderably. Heart is very irregular in its actionand Peritoneal cavity contained thirty ounces of serum. 
strikes upon the chest wall very forcibly. __ Liver : Weight four pounds four ounces. Was more 

June 5.—Urinary analysis: Specific gravity 1,030. firmly united to the diaphragm than normal. The sub- 
Color, brown and turbid; reaction, acid; aibumen, stance of the organ congested and friable, but not so 
none; sugar, none; phospates, normal; chlorides, marked in the left lobe as in the right, the cut surface 


Rigor mortis: marked. 
Pericardial sac 


normal ; bile none ; loaded with urates. | 
June 8.—Suffers still more from dyspnoea and the. 


| presenting a nutmeg appearance. 
Kidneys: Right, weight seven ounces. Capsule ad- 


expectoration has become purulent, slightly blood- herent, substance soft and friable, pyramids well marked, 


stained, and has a very offensive sour odor. He lies 
altogether on the right side, as he cannot get breath 
when in any other position. (Previous to this time it 
had been the intention to aspirate the chest, but we 
were unable to obtain any fluid with the hypodermic 
needle. This fact, together with the physical signs 
presented at this date, led to the postponement of the 
operation.) 

Physical Examination: A marked bulging of the 
right side and entire absence of expansion during in- 
spiration, The percussion note is flat, with the excep- 
tion of a little space at the apex of the lung, and even 
that is dull. On auscultating the lung bronchial breath. 
ing is heard at the apex and along down the back 
nearly to the base of the lung, but it is not distinct and 
gives one the impression that it is some distance from 
the ear. Bronchophony is also made out, The versicu- 
lar murmur is greatly exaggerated over the left lung. 

June 11.—The swelling has entirely left his feet. 
Is not coughing so much. Says he feels better. 

BR. Tinct. pulsatilla in same dose as the bryonia. 

July 14. Is coughing a great deal and expectorating 
large quantities of the same disgusting, purulent spu- 
tum before described. No appetite. Dyspnoea extreme. 

June 18. Is feeling stronger. Is not coughing so 
much. Appetite still very poor. Bowels regular. 


Sleeps well. 

June 19. The cellular tissues all along the right side 
(on which he lies) are becoming cedematous. The physi- 
cal signs remain the same and he is still expectorating 
same vile material. 

June 24, He sank into a condition of syncope this 
morning, but after receiving a hypodermic of digitalis, 


| cortical substance diminished and the whole kidney con- 
| gested. 
Left, weight eight ounces, and presenting the same 
| anatomical changes as found in the right. 
| Spleen: Weight four ounces. Well lobulated and 
the substance so soft that by pressure it was squeezed 
out, leaving nothing but the capsule. 

Department House Staff : 

House Physician, T. H. Hicks, M.D. ; Senior Assis- 
tant, R. K. Fleming, M.D. ; Junior Assistant, Arthur 
L. Root, M.D. 


OLINICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


TYPHOID FEVER. 


Contributed by Alfred K. Hills, M.D. 

Prophylactic measures should be practiced to prevent 
the spread of the typhoid fever by disinfecting the de- 
jections. A good plan is to sprinkle the bottom of the 

d pan each time it is used with sulphate of iron, and 
some preparation of chlorine should be poured over the 
| feces after they are passed. The clothing used about 
| the patient should be sprinkled with a solution of chlor- 
ide of zine, Platt’s chlorides or some other similar disin- 
fectant. 

luring typhoid epidemics all drinking water from 
| wells should be boiled before using. 

Antipyretic Treatment. 

The full bath at about 68° F., or about the tempera- 
ture of the room, has shown the best results, when con- 
tinued for ten minutes at a time, whenever the temper- 
ature exceeds 102°, 


= 
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In some cases it is better to place the patient ina and throat, red tongue with white centre, and pain when 


warm bath, say of 95°, and gradually cool it down to about | swallowing. 


Byronia alba, one fifth drop doses of the tincture of the 


Cold baths should never be resorted to when there is recent plant of } drug power, is indicated where there is 
hemorrhage from the bowels, or when there is cardiac | delirium over recent events, irritability and desire to be 


weanness. 

Perfect rest of the mind and body should be insisted 
upon, 

Resorcin has been used to reduce temperature in ty- 
phoid, and with the decline came profuse perspiration 
and relief of diarrhea. 

Perchloride of iron is another candidate for popular 
favor in the treatment of this affection, and certainly de- 
avons our consideration, at least for its chemical qual- 
ties. 

Coffee has been found of service in the early stage of 
typhoid, where there is sleeplessness on account of 
mental activity, exquisite sensitiveness to all impres- 
sions, and internal chilliness increased by moving the 


Teaspoonful doses of black coffee every two hours 
will have a most pleasant and beneficial effect. 

The nutrition is an important element in the treat- 
ment of typhoid. 

Mucilaginous barley water, thin oatmeal gruel made 
with Jordan’s Bethlehem oat food, and the like, Leube’s 
beef solution, peptonized meat, and if milk is allowed at 
all it should be peptonized with Fairchild’s Extractum 
Pancreatis, Beef can also be prepared in this way. 
When necessary to introduce the food by the rectum 
some of the peptonized foods should be employed. 
Fats and sugar should be interdicted. Ordinary beef 
tea and all the beef extracts are worse than useless. 
Beware of solid foods until the patient is well advanced 
in convalescence, 

Therapeutics. 

Apis mellifica, drop doses of the tincture, which has 
a strength of 5, is useful in cases tending to apathy 
with delirium, deafness, inability to protrude the 
cracked or ulcerated tongue, difficult swallowing, no 
thirst, tenderness and bloatedness of the abdomen, in- 
voluntary serous discharges from the bowels, scanty 
flow of urine. Skin hot and burning or partly clammy. 
Trembling and jerking of the limbs, great prostration 
and sliding down in bed, Pulse weak and intermitting. 

Arnice radix, drop doses of the tincture of } power, 
in cases in which there is a sort of dreamy condition, 
delirium, prostration, general sensitiveness of the bod 
so that the bed feels too hard, and every jar is painful, 
epistaxis, trembling lower lip, dry tongue brown in the 
middle, offensive breath, bloated abdomen, involuntary 
discharges and stitches in the chest during respiration. 

Arsenious acid,in 5 grain doses, is particularly 
adapted to protracted cases with great debility. There 
is great restlessness, anxiety, moving of the head and 
limbs, picking of the bed-clothes, anxious expression of 
the hot face, eyes staring, deafness, lips dry and cracked, 
sordes on the teeth, tongue red, dry, cracked or stiff, or 
black. Thirst satisfied by constant sips. Retching and 
vomiting, burning in stomach and bowels, distended ab- 
domen, offensive involuntary discharges. Rapid breath- 
ing, dry cough, foetid breath, cadaverous odor and all 
symptoms are aggravated immediately after midday or 
midnight. 

Baptisia tinctoria, in tincture, made from the fresh 
root with a power of },in drop doses, relieves those cases 
of restlessness in which the patient feels in twain and 
cannot get the pieces together. There is excessive pros- 
tration and indifference to everything, confusion of ideas, 
delirium, tongue dry, brown or red in the centre, sordes 
on the teeth, fetid breath, perspiration and discharges. 

Belladonna, one-fifth drop doses of the tincture from the 
entire fresh plant, with a drug power of }, at the onset, 
when there is a tendency of blood to the brain with sleep 
lessness, delirium, throbbing vessels, staring eyes, red 


left quietly alone. The pains are of a stitchlike charac- 
ter and are much aggravated by any motion. The lips 
are dry, brown and cracked, the tongue is thickly coated 
white or brownish. The thirst is infrequent, but only 
satisfied with large draughts. The bowels are generally 
constipated, the feces being dry and crumbling. Per- 
spiration relieves. 

Carbo vegetabilis, iis +45 grain doses,will be found use- 
ful in the stage of collapse with its stupor, cyanosis, cold 
perspiration, hemorrhages, flatulence, and offensive 
colliquative diarrhoea, 

Quinine, in ;45 grain doses, will prove an excellent 
remedy where there is great prostration, profuse weak- 
ening perspiration and diarrhea. Some. practitioners 
prefer giving this drug in twenty grain doses, repeated 
once in two days until the temperature becomes normal, 

Gelsemium, in drop doses of the tinctufe of the fresh 
root, with adrug power of }, in which the delirium comes 
with sleep, there is great restlessness with a desire to 
keep constantly moving, neuralgic pains, especially up 
the back of the neck, inability to think consecutively, 
and any excitement causes a movement of the bowels. 
Tongue red, dry and inflamed in the middle. Rumbling 
in the abdomen with sensitiveness to touch, great mus- 
cular prostration, Perspiration relieves. 

Hyoscyamus niger, drop doses of the tincture of the 
fresh plant, with a drug-power of $, where there is il- 
lusion of the imagination and senses. Muttering loqua- 
city, picking of the bed-clothes, staring and restlessness. 
Tongue red, dry and cracked. Convulsive twitching of 
the extremities. Desires to sit up in bed. 

Calomel, in doses of of a grain, where the patient is 
worse at night, in damp weather, and from heat, has pro- 
fuse perspiration which aggravates the symptoms, fcetor 
from the mouth, and yellow color of the skin. 

Musk by inhalation will be found of service in im- 
pending paralysis of the lungs and heart. 

Muriatiec acid, in drop doses of the dilute acid, will re- 
lieve the excessive dryness of the mouth in cases in 
which there is great stupor, moaning, sliding down in 
bed, and inability to move at will. The discharges are 
profuse watery and involuntary, 

Nitric acid, in similar dose, is called for in cases in 
which there is hemorrhage, acrid discharges, great 
sensitiveness of abdomen, tenesmus, sharp shooting 
pains and sore mouth and tongue. 

Opium, } drop doses of the tincture, will relieve the 
complete stupor with which some cases are enshrouded. 
There is also delirium, cerebral congestion, bloated face, 
slow respiration, constipation or offensive watery 
diarrhcea, 

Phosphoric acid also relieves the complete apathy, 
stupor, epistaxis, meteorism and watery, grayish diar- 
rheea, as well asthe profuse sticky perspiration 

Rhus toxicodendron,} drop doses of the tincture made 
from the fresh leaves, with a drug power of }, is of 
great service in these cases where the mental operations 
are slow or incoherent and in which there is great rest- 
lessness and anguish, particularly at night. The lips 
are dry and covered with brown crusts, the tongue is 
red at the tip and the alvine discharges are involuntary. 

Veratria, in s grain doses every two hours until 
nausea ensues, is highly recommended by some. 

Veratrum album, tincture of the dried root, with a 
drug power of ,/;, in one-fifth drop doses, is most useful 
in impending collapse with its prostration, cold per- 
spiration, bluish face, wrinkled skin, and the vomiting 
and diarrhea. 

Camphor, either by inhalation or in drop doses of a 
saturated solution, is indicated by a similiar condition 


face, dryness of the mucous membrane of the nose, mouth | with anxiety, restlessness and sudden sinking. 
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be of great service under similar circumstances, either 
internally or inthe sponge bath. Water that has been 
boiled may be allowed ad libitum, and the individual 
idiosyncrasy may be followed ane ice. When 
desired by the patient it will frequently help to reduce 
temperature. 

Bed-sores are best treated by a weak solution of 
alcohol, or of sulphuric acid. 

URETHRITIS, 


Thuya occidentalis, in doses of two to five drops twice 
a day of the tincture, made from the recent leaves, with 
a drug power of one-half, will be found of service in 
urethritis—either specific or non-specific—characterized 
by a tenacious — green discharge, frequent urging 
to urinate, with burning, and the sensation remaining 
after as if a few drops were running along the urethra. 
Chordee, with swelling and itching of the glans and 
prepuce, and profuse sweat about the genitals. 
also in which all stimulants aggravate the symptoms. 

MENINGITIS, 

The instillation of atropine to the eyes, morning and 
evening, in the strength of two grains to the ounce of 
water, is said to be of service in meningitis. 


NASAL CATARRH. 


Contributed by A. E. Small, M.D. 

Aconite nap.—Has acute nasal catarrh, coryza with 
sensation of heat in onset, fulness in nares, headache. 

Am. carb.—Catarrh is nasal, with troublesome stop- 
page of nares at night, pituitary surface dry. 

Allium cepa.—Coryza has burning, excoriating dis- 
charge from nose and profuse watery discharge from eyes. 

Ars. alb.—Profuse hot watery mucus from nose, 
scalding skin. 

Baryta carb.—Daily dose a good prophylactic against 
taking cold. 

Causticum.—Catarrh and cough attended by great 
rawness of throat. . 


AN EXPERIENCE IN THE TREATMENT OF TENIA. 


By G. E. Tyrer, M.D., New York. 


Thinking that the following experience in the 
treatment of tenia may be of interest to some 
of the readers of the Timgs, I will briefly record it. 
Pumpkin seeds, kousso and male fern have been for- 
merly tried, but of late I have relied mainly upon a decoc- 
tion of pomegranate bark, using Ziv. of the bark, and 
directing the patient to take all of the decoction in the 
course of six hours. It has generally been successful. 
In one case the worm complete came away within two 
hours after taking the first portion of decoction, but in 
other cases I have been obliged to continue doses of the 
decoction, having had more ready in anticipation of pos- 
sible necessity, or have supplemented the four ounces of 


bark with cathartics or doses of oil of male fern (oleoresine | 


wi, U. 8. P., ’80). 
pon July 17, 1883, Mr. G., whose family I 
had often attended, but who himself enjoyed the 
ssion as well as the appearance of most excellent 
ealth, and consequently had had no necessity to ask per- 
sonally for +! services,came to show me ‘‘pieces of some- 
thing’’ that he had occasionally noticed in his stools 
during the preceding month and a half. They proved 
to be links of tenia, although he had not suffered the 
first ache, pain nor qualmish feeling. 

A couple of weeks previously I had read a pamphlet is- 
sued by Fougera upon Tauret’s pelletierine, aserting that 
the latter is an alkaloid obtained from pomegranate 
bark—although, as far as I know, it is at present sup- 
plied only in liquid form. 

The patient was a business man down town, and in 
order to lose no time concluded to devote the following 
Sunday to the cause. 


I directed him to eat a milk supper Saturday, and 
later in the evening to take the greater portion of a bot- 
tle of citrate of magnesia solution, 

Sunday morning upon an empty stomach he drank a 
gobletful of water, followed in five minutes by the dose 
of pelletierine mixed in a goblet two thirds full of 
sweetened water. In fifteen minutes more a dose of 
the following cathartic : 

R.—-Ext. senne fl. = i. 
Pulv. jalape, gr. XX. 
Olei feeniculi, gtt. ii. 
_ M.8. Tablespoonful 15 minutes after the other med- 
icine. 

Results were very satisfactory. The doses are not 
unpleasant to the taste nor were the cathartic effects pain- 
ful nor marked. When I called at 11 A. m., I found 
that the patient had, in a little over an hour after hav- 
ing taken the medicine, passed the parasite complete, and 
an examination of the head with a magnifying lens 
showed a perfect counterpart of the plate in Quain’s Dic- 
tionary, p. 1,585, representing the head of tenia medio- 
canellata, 

I report the case because the medicines are so much 
more easily taken than those usually prescribed in 
tenia, and also because of the promptness of action— 
qualities that more than compensate for the slightly 
increased expense, the pelleticrine costing $3 per bot- 
tle, containing one adult dose of 30 grammes, or nearly 
one ounce; but counting the item of one or more visits 
of the physician saved, it presents a balance on the 
right side of the patient’s ledger, and as the doctor is for 
the benefit of the patient and not the patient for that of 
the doctor, we can philosophically pocket our lessened 
fee, and reap further reward in the consciousness of 
time saved and of duty well and promptly done. 


OOTOINE. 


Dr. M. Jousser. [7 Art Medical. ] 


Cotoine is the active principle of a bark which was 
first introduced into Europe, in 1873. Itis originally from 
Bolivia, and known under the name of china-coto. It 
comes, according to Martines, from a cinchona. The 
bark was experimented with at first by von Gietl, who 
administered it in powder and alcoholic tincture; he con- 
siders it a specific for every kind of diarrhoea, but es- 
pecially for the chronic forms. 

These experiments were repeated by Burkart, at the 
hospital Ludwig de Stuttgart; the results were identi- 
cal, with this addition, that long continued use of the 
medicine caused repugnance for it and provoked violent 
vomiting and tralgia. It was at this time that 
Jobst, sucessfully isolated from the china-coto bark an 
active principle, cotoine, and later paracotoine. 

Ootoine was given to rabbits by Burkari (dose ?) and 
proved to be inert. The bark given to healthy men in- 
creased the salivary secretion, caused congestion and a 
freer secretion in cutaneous ulcers. : 

The subcutaneous injection of paracotoine (dose ?) pro- 
duced no effects upon rabbits; in men it developed only 
a slight constipation. 
| The Revue des Sciences Médicales, from which we have 
|taken these details, states that the paracotoine is but 
|slightly soluble in water; we believe, then, that hy- 
| podermic injections can only represent very smal] doses, 
_and that this constipation would give way to adiarrhe, 
if the larger doses were used. This hypothesis is based 
upon the antagonism of action, which exists ina great 
many medicines, according as they have been adminis- 
tered in small or large doses. 

We can see, however, that the physiological action 
of cotoine and china-coto is as yet but little known, 


Its therapeutic applications have been three in num- 
ber: it has been prescribed with advantage in diarrhea, 


sialorrhceea (Albertoni) and the sweatings of phthisis 
Fronmiiller). 
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Digitalis should not be overlooked when there is | 
cardiac failure, and a/cohol in some form will frequently 
i 

| 


rhoea, even tubercular. (?) 

Rohrer employed it in 180 patients—162 of simple diar- 
rhea, 15 of typhoid fever, and five of excessive sweat- 
ings; he concludes that it is one of the best anti-diarrheic 
remedies which we have, that it moderates the sweats 
of atransient form, and has a favorable action in ty- 
phoid fever by diminishing the diarrhea, 

Albertoni has also used cotoine in obstinate diarrhceas; 
he prescribed 15 to 20 centigr. a day; Rohrer gave 30 
centigr., whilst Burkart has only prescribed two to three 
centigr. a day. 

Having to treat a chronic diarrhea, probably tubercu- 
lous, in a lady 63 years of age, suffering also with Pott’s 
disease, we had tried with temporary success and con- 
stant relapses, the ordinary remedies, arsen., ipecac, 
china, ferrum, rhubarb, etc.; bismuth and opium in 
massive doses had only given temporary relief. We 
then gave cotoine, a powder of the first dec, trit., in 
200 grains of water, a teaspoonful every hour. The re- 
sult was prompt ; on the morrow the stools had lessened 
in number from five to six, to two and one; the mate- 
rial, at first liquid, commenced to have a consistency and 
in three days the diarrhoea was cured. 

On the sixth or seventh day of treatment there occurred 
two or three semi-liquid stools; the medicine was sus- 
pended and the stools were again formed. The ameliora- 
tion continued for 15 days, then a relapse occurred, which 
cotoine, as well as other remedies, failed to relieve. 

M. de F., a young boy of 12 years of age, very 
delicate in health, suffered for several years with chronic 
diarrhea; when he took for some time arsen, (3d. trit.), 
the diarrhoea ceased only to return again a few days 
after ceasing the medicine. I prescribed cotoine (1st 
dec. trit.), ten centigr. in 200 gr. of water, two teaspoon- 
fuls per day. The diarrhoea disappeared while taking 
the first potion; the medicine was continued for three 
weeks with interruptions of a few days between each 
tion. The patient remained cured several weeks after. 

M. de l’E., 41 years of age, dyspeptic, with con- 
stipation, twice attacked with jaundice, had had diar- 
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posterior nares, 

A method of making unirritating and painless pressure 
within the nares, in cases of obstinate epistaxis, is by 
a piece of the intestine of chicken or other small animal, 
about twelve inches long, partially filled with either air 
or water. One end of the intestine is, whileempty and 
collapsed, pushed backward through the nares; when 
thus lodged the air or water in the other end is forced, 
by compression with the hand from the pendulous por- 
tion, into the part lodged in the nares. Strong, equable 
a a gy can thus be made, rendering hemorrhage 
im ible. 

nacase of hemorrhage from the intercostal artery, 
from homicidal stabbing, I arrested the flow immediately 
by making pressure within the pleural cavity, directly 
on the vessel, by introducing into the wound the handle 
of a door-key. The key was then turned transversly, so 
as to make direct pressure, and maintained in that posi- 
tion for some hours, until there was no more tendency 
to hemorrhage. The same mechanical action might be 
effected by the similar use of the handle of an ordinary 
gimlet. 

As a very efficient substitute for Esmarch’s elastic 
bandage, I suggested, some years ago, in an article in 
the Philadelphia Medical Times, the use of a bandage 
made from ordinary flannel, cut bias, so as to increase 
its elasticity. Such an elastic bandage, from a material 
almost everywhere at hand, is, I know from experience, 
perfectly effective. 

The hemostatic action of hot water does not seem to 
be sufficiently known and appreciated among practi- 
tioners. It is so effective, and can beso readily applied, 
that it may well displace from practice all other hemo- 
statics. Water at a temperature not beyond tolerance of 
the immersion of the hand in it, which is a temperature 
of one hundred and fifteen to one hundred and twenty 
degrees, is ordinarily all that is necessary ; but in some 


rhea for four months, with emaciation and loss of 
strength; the stools occurred several times a day. 
Rheum, arsenic, capsicum, china, only gave temporary 
relief. Cotoine, (1st dec. trit.), 20 centigr., was given | 
for four days ; the diarrhoea ceased, and four days after. 
sent the same medicine. After three potions had been 
taken it appeared that the patient had no diarrhea) 
during the suspension of the medicine, nor during | 
the first days of the treatment, but toward the end of. 
the potion, that is to say every five or six days, there 
would be two diarrheic passages. We considered this a | 
medicinal aggravation, since there has been no reap- | 
pearance of the diarrhoea for several weeks.—(T. M.S.) | 


SURGERY. | 


SuraicAL EXPEDIENTS IN EMERGENCIES.—R. J. | 
Levis, M.D. (Polyclinic), says: 
For the arrest of nasal hemorrhage 1 know of no’ 
device so good as one that may be readily extemporized | 
with a strong piece of cord and some small pieces of 
sponge. The cord is tied securely to a piece of sponge, | 
cut rounded, and just large enough to be forced back- | 
ward through the nostril. Then a number of similar | 


cases not amenable to treatment by ligature, a tempera- 


ture above 160° F., the coagulating point of albumen, 
_may be necessary. 


In removing a patient with a fractured — or leg, 
the uninjured limb can be made to temporarily act as a 
splint and take care of the injured one, by simply band- 
aging the limbs together. 

The simple postural method of treatment, without 
splints, is applicable to most fractures in the vicinity of 
joints. In fractures of the upper end of the humerus, 
— are usually of no real practical advantage, and 
the injury can be well treated by position of the arm, 
and by support against the thorax, maintained by ad- 
hesive strips, or bandages, occasionally aided by an 
axillary pad. 

The ordinary splint, applied on the outside of a frac- 
tured jaw, is mechanically inefficient for the object, and 
has no advantage over an ordinary bandage, or handker- 
chief, applied to keep the part at rest. 

A common gimlet is an efficient instrument for open- 
ing the mastoid cells, in cases of a , when there is 
grave threatening of cerebral complication, demanding 
prompt action. 

The facility with which rectal injection can be per- 


pieces of sponge, with a hole through the centre of each, formed with large quantities of fluids, by hydrostatic 
are threaded successively on the cord. The sponge on pressure, renders not essential the use of a syringe, if a 
the end of the cord is then pushed, with a probe or piece ofindia-rubbertubing long enough can be obtained. 
dressing forceps, through the nostril, quite back to the | The lower bowels may be distended,in cases of intussus- 
faucial orifice; and the rest of the threaded pieces of ception, by injecting water and carbonic acid gas, forced 
sponge are slid back, one at a time, until the nares is from the ordinary mineral water bottle or syphon, fitted 
tightly filled. When the patient becomes secure against for the rectal tube. 

a repetition of hemorrhage the plugging is readily re-| For antiseptic use many readily produced substances 
moved, one piece of sponge being withdrawn at atime, may well replace carbolic acid. None is so cheap and 
with the dressing forceps. 


The posterior nares may ' efficient as that most neglected preventer of putrefaction, 
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It is chiefly in diarrhea that cotoine has been em- | also be easily plugged by introducing either a slender 

ployed. Burkart has given it to sixteen patients, some | gum bougie or a piece of thick —— string, with a cord 
attacked with acute diarrhoea, others with chronic diar- | attached, through the nares, catching one end of it in 
| the fauces with forceps, and drawing it forward through 

the mouth. To the cord which follows, a piece of 

sponge or pledget of lint is tied, to be drawn up into the 

i 
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sulphurous acid, made simply by exposing water to the | 
fumes of burning sulphur in a close chamber. The. 
antiseptic action of a saturated watery solution of tur- | 
pentine has also the advantage of convenience of pro-| 
curement and cheapness. For this purpose turpentine | 
should be kept continually in water and exposed to 
warmth, and frequently agitated. Diluted alcohol has 


merits as an antiseptic which have not received proper | ge 


attention. 

Recent investigations have proved that the bichloride 
of mercury is the most powerful of all germicides, and 
that it can be used effectively in unirritating dilutions of 
one part to two thousand or more of water. These read- 
ily obtainable substances prevent the decomposition of 
animal matters, and, without disputing over the germi- 
nal, chemical or other theories of their action, all sur- 
geons must admit that putrefaction is the most common 
factor in preventing the healing of wounds, and that it 
should be avoided. 


TypHorD FEVER.—A valuable report has been sub- 
mitted to the Belgian Academy by the well-known Dr. | 
H. Boéns, of Charleroi, on the subject of “ Typhoid | 
Fever, its Causes, Treatment and Prophylaxis.” The | 
following is presented by La Revue Hom ique 
as a succinct analysis of the paper : 

Typhoid fever is dependent on certain general causes 
which govern all the epidemics and are common to all 
individuals. But it also has internal causes, intrinsic 
and related to the sufferer only, and external special 
causes, proceeding from alterations of aliment, whether 
solids or liquids. In other words, besides the general 
causes, which prepare and accompany all great epi- 
demics, there are local causes, of overcrowding and in- 
fection, which are the principal factors in the epidemic 
typhoid fevers, more or less circumscribed, which spring 
up here or there even in the absence of the general 
causes. 

In relation to treatment, M. Boéns would supersede 
the usual and classic division into three seven-day peri- 
ods, and give preference to the classification adopted by 
Lombard of Liége ; that is, an initial stage and a final 
8 The first period, or initial stage, might also be 
termed with propriety the congestive or inflammatory | 
period. This is the time during which the most effec- 
tive service is rendered by refreshments, water taken | 
internally and gently applied in laving the surface, cool | 
acidulated drinks; simple or laxative diluents, and | 
milk or milk and water. The duration of this period is | 
from eight to ten days. The final stage has for domi-| 
nant features the exhaustion of the subject. Refreshing | 
and cooling appliances must still be employed, but | 
measures must also be taken to sustain and revive the | 
organism through the process of decomposition, of in- | 
ternal combustion, to which it isthen subject. It is the | 
period in which milk, soups and other delicate alimen- 
tary liquids are all capable of aiding the physician in | 
the highest degree. Cold water lotions are gradually | 
replaced by vinous or alcoholic ones. The progressive 
alimentation arrests the progress of disorganization | 
which has declared itself, besides allaying the thirst | 
and a the glandular fluids. At the end of 
this second period, which lasts from ten to fifteen days, 
patients will have entered generally into full convales- 
cence, 

We cannot follow the author into the various devel- | 
opments through which he carries his thesis. He | 
makes a careful study of the treatment of the malady | 
in its different forms, and of the complications and in- 
dications referable to individual peculiarities. In short, 


he is opposed to incendiary and routine medication, and 
prefers a policy of vigilant expectancy. As the author 
tersely expresses it, etiology is the true foundation of 
prophylactics, The influence of the general causes | 
(damp, cold and heat) on the production of typhoid 
fevers, is less generally recognized by the savants than! 


ot 


that of the local causes (overcrowding, offal, sewage, 
etc.) When these two classes of causes operate 
together, it is plain that epidemics must be unusually 
extended and severe; but we have so often seen this 
developed in certain subjects in the absence of 
er morbid cause than prolonged moist, cold or 
excessive heat, that we are bound to consider these two 

neral causes as liable to produce typhus independ- 
ently of any local cause whatever.—(T. M. 8.) 


THE TREATMENT OF N#&vi.—Mr. Wm. Martin 
Coates, F. R. C. S., in a paper read in the section of 
surgery, at the annual meeting of the British Associa- 
tion in Liverpool, August, 1883, says : 

Since 1861 I have treated all nevi projecting more 
than a sixteenth of an inch from the surface in this 
manner. 

The little operation is very simple. Wood's syringe, 
with a very fine needle, is the only instrument required. 
Sufficient tincture of iodine having been drawn into the 
syringe to fill the nevus, the needle is introduced 
through the skin at about a line from the circumfer- 
ence of the nevus, and passed to its centre. The piston 
is propelled slowly home, so as to force the tincture 
into every part of the growth. This is facilitated by 
moving the point of the needle into every part of the 
nevus. On withdrawing the instrument, pressure is 
made on the small puncture for a few seconds, and the 
proceeding is complete. 

I have practiced this treatment many times since the 
year 1861, with complete success. One injection 

enerally succeeds, sometimes several are required. 

sually a slight vesication occurs on the surface of the 
nevus, then a white spot or spots appear, which spread 
in all directions, until the vessels are obliterated; a 
slight depression of the surface alone remains.—Brit. 
Med. Journal, Aug. 18, 1883. 


REMOVAL OF A TIGHT RING FROM THE FINGER.— 
A novel method of removing a tight ring which has 
become constricted around a swollen finger, or in any 
other similar situation, consists simply in enveloping 
the afflicted member after the manner of a circular ban- 
dage, in a length of flat, india rubber braid, such as 
ladies make use of to keep their hats on the top of their 
heads. This should be accurately applied—beginnin 
not close to the ring, but at the tip of the finger, onl 
leaving no intervals between the successive turns—so 
as to exert its elastic force gradually and gently upon 
the tissues underneath. When the binding is com- 
pleted, the hand should be held aloft in a vertical posi- 
tion, and in a few minutes the swelling will be percep- 
tibly diminished. The braid is then taken off and 
immediately reapplied in the same manner, when, after 
the lapse of another five minutes, the finger, if again 
rapidly uncovered, will be small enough for the ring to 
be removed with ease.—Gaz. des Hépitauz. 


PULSATILLA IN GONORRH@AL 
F. R. Sturgis, professor of diseases of the genito- 
urinary system in the N. Y. Post-Graduate Medical 
School, in a paper read before the Materia Medica So- 
ciety of New York city, reiterates a statement made a 
few years ago, but the correctness of which has been 
called in question, that pulsatilla is a valuable drug in 
the treatment of acute gonorrheeal epididymitis. The 
preparation he employs is the homceopathic mother tinc- 
ture, which he gives in from one to two minim doses 
every hour. His reiteration of the claim to the supe- 
rior property of this drug in the condition named is 
supported by a report of its use in six cases. 
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with the lights and shadows of experience, how to deal 
‘with the most subtle elements of the mind in their 
‘highest and rarest combinations. How is it that one 
day the mind is clear and bright, carrying with it 
wherever it goes its own hope and freshness and 


oF 

‘strength, and the next day sad and depressed, 

MEDICINE, SURGERY, AND COLLATERAL SCIENCES. [projecting its own gloom and unhealthy fears 
upon those with whom it comes in contact? In 

EDITORS: the one mood every thought and every touch is 


that of skill; in the other the mind is tinctured with 
|distempered fancies, and although there may be a 
hMé 4 certain mechanical skill, there is in the presence and 

mental influence none of that life-giving power which 
should form a part of the physician. There is just 
the difference between the mere scientist in our profes- 
sion—the abstract thinker who looks upon the human 
body only as a machine, and in or out of the sick room 
deals simply with the cold logic of scientific facts 
without one touch of human sympathy or the slight- 
est thought of mind upon matter, of that unseen 


something which surrounds every living thing, 
evidence of professional abilities and acquirements, and OUGHT | i i 
to be the ONLY ACKNOWLEDGED RIGHT Of an individual to the exer- and the family ‘ physician who carries with him not 
cise and honors of his profession.” —Code of Medical Ethics, Amer. Only the scientific knowledge, but the warmth of 


heart, the sympathy which makes his presence inde- 
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“A regular medical education furnishes the only presumptive 


tion of ihe accumulated experience of the profession, and of the Pendent of drugs, a life, a light and a benediction—as 


phyB. — by anatomy, physiology, pathology, and | there is between the preacher and the pastor. One 

: _ | appeals to the intellect, and standing on a high intel- 
lectual plane argues and reasons of great principles as 
though they were a part of some stupendous system of 
philosophy. The other goes into our daily life, mingles 
with its hopes, and fears, and sorrows, and intensifies 
his spiritual teachings by a warm human sympathy 


Miss Peabody, in her lecture upon Milton before the 
Concord School of Philosophy, aimed to show that Mil- 
ton, the great Puritan poet, was not the poet of Calvan- | anda knowledge of each individual nature, 
ism, as he has been called, but represented that spirit Amid all the drudgery of our profession, its ceaseless 
of love which Calvin omitted in his system, and which | toi], its endless disappointments and the long record of 
was at the base of Dante’s conception of the spiritual faijures which every year stare us in the face, there is 
world, and says in conclusion, ‘‘ notwithstanding the | .ti1) to the conscientious physician—one who is not a 


mistakes of Milton, none but poets ought to be acknowl- 
edged as qualified teachers of mankind.” Those familiar 
with the lives of the two men, who for a long period of 
time made their influence felt throughout the Chris- 
tian world—John Calvin, the theologian, looking at 
life and its duties and responsibilities through a spirit- 
ual organization united to great physical infirmities; a 
torpid liver, a dyspeptic stomach, a brain disturbed and 
starved for lack of proper food, weaving into his theo- 
logy and his conception of God the distempered imagi-. 
nations of an unhealthy physicial organization ; and 
Milton, the statesman, the poet, whose life had known 
no excesses, whose organs each performed its proper 
functions until stricken by blindness—can trace in the 
strength and brilliancy of his grand epic, but still more 
in his prose, correspondence and State papers, the action 
of a healthy mind in which the divine spirit of love and 
justice and moral right was the keynote. 

No profession in the world needs so much as ours, 
to carry on its work successfully, a knowledge of 
human nature—an ability to touch the springs which 
move the spirit in its reasoning and its acts, and to do 
this we must look into ourselves, our motives, our im- 


perfections, and learn by aclose analysis of our own lives, 


mere merchant, measuring every word and every act by 
its coin value—more of sadness and heartache, but more 
also of pleasure, of the real poetry of life, than in other 
professions. We reach the secret springs of nature, 
the motives which prompt to action, which underlie 
and mould a life action, and recognize in sometimes 
apparently disinterested and noble motives the great- 
est selfishness ; and again, in the simplest and most un- 
pretending lives, a wealth of honesty and integrity and 
real nobility of character. There is nothing like pain, 
disappointment and failure—except it be success—to 
sweep away the shams of life and reveal the true 
character. To the low groveling mind success is the 
real touchstone of character. In its bright light we 
can easily see in their clear remembrance or total for- 
getfulness of facts the real uses for which friendship 
and favors have been sought and secured, Thus our 
pathway through life is through a strange mingling of 
hopes and fears, of success and disappointments, of 
the dearest and sweetest friendship, of the basest 
wrong or neglect. No one sees life so thoroughly as the 
physician, and no one should be better fit, if he uses 
his knowledge aright, to be the trusted adviser and 
friend, 


208 NEW TIMES. 


HIGHER MEDIOAL EDUCATION. 


How shall we elevate the standard of medical educa- 


‘THE PROMOTION OF SANITY. 


We have two or three societies in this country whose 


tion and make our family medical advisors more efficient: avowed purpose is the protection of the insane ; we 


in their work, more broad, far-reaching and comprehen- 


would that we could record one established in the inter- 


sive in their views than at present, is a question now est of the sane. According to the best information ob- 
very properly agitating the professional and public! tainable on this subject the class of sane persons is rap- 
mind, One way is for our medical colleges to give the idly diminishing day by day in all civilized countries, 


student less theory and more practical experience and | 
the results of well established facts. We have men-| 
tioned elsewhere the great deficiency in all our medical 
ble medley of cranks and howling spectres whose only 


schools of proper instruction in mental and nervous dis- 
eases, now fearfully on the increase, and we may point 
to an even worse neglect of hygiene in their curriculum 
of study. The physician should first be taught how to 
prevent disease, and be so familiar with those laws of 
hygiene and the insidious steps by which disease enters 
the system as to be able to either point toa remedy or 
warn of its approach. We have seen in the past few 
years in the Signal Service Bureau what can be accom- 
plished in saving life and property by watching atmos- 
pheric currents and noting the development and progress 
of storms. If our physicians were carefully instructed 
in the laws of hygiene, which include a proper under- 
standing of physics, they could not only foretell the ap- 
proach of epidemics, but in many cases, by understand- 
ing the cause, so guard the system as to render them 
comparatively harmless, 

Who can doubt, with the illustrations constantly at 
hand, that a large portion of the crime, the moral de- 
pravity which mars the face of humanity and kindles 
everywhere in our beautiful world the fires of hell, is 
the result, either directly or indirectly, of some form of 
disease not necessarily of recent origin, but the germs 
of which may have been planted generations ago, re- 
maining dormant under proper influences, but blossom- 
ing out and ripening into a fearful harvest when again 
exposed to a congenial atmosphere. 

In the regeneration of the world, the medical profes- 
sion, properly educated, must step into the first ranks 
as important aids in consummating the great work. 
They must be something more than mere healers ; 
men who study nature and its laws and their influence 
upon mind and matter. Give us healthy bodies, healthy 
physical organizations, and we do away with crime and 
poverty, for the mind, disconnected from the evil 
influences and the moral taint engendered by disease, 
works with clearness, and the body obeys its mandates 
like a perfect machine, every part in harmony. 

Is it not about time to get down to the foundation 
and study uuderstandingly the causes of crime and dis- 
ease and suffering, and see if we cannot aid in bringing 
the world into a condition where fewer prisons and asy- 


lums and hospitals will be needed, and where men and 
women, no longer debased by crime, no longer subject to 
its evil influences, will be in reality on a higher plane and 
nearer the centre of all pure spiritual influences? To 
accomplish all this, simple means are needed. Let 
every member of the medical profession be a thor- 
resi student of pe a careful scientist, making 
Lp sap daily study, and we shall at least be on the 
t track toa rowed medical education and a higher 

be of our profession. 


and unless some movement is initiated soon to check 
this retrograde tendency of the species, sanity seems 
likely to disappear altogether, leaving behind a misera- 


claim to being human is the absence of tails. Statistics 
of insanity show that there are 100,000 lunatics confined 
in asylums in the United States, and that the number is 
rapidly increasing, But this is not the worst of the 
matter. If Dr. Hammond’s conclusions as to the defini- 
tion of insanity are correct—-every man is insane whose 
mental physiology is in the slightest degree deflected 
from the normal type. This definition would include 
among the insane all that numerous class of persons 
who have morbid cravings and impulses ; the tobacco 
users, opium eaters, alcoholic drinkers, profane swear- 
ers, lecherous pleasure seekers, gormandizers, the sui- 
cides, the homicides, and kleptomaniacs, as well as the 
army of hungry ghouls of greed that prey upon property 
through the forms of law and otherwise. The question 
arises, therefore, who is sane? The question is not so 
easily answered as it appears to be. According to this 
test of sanity, to the 100,000 lunatics shut up in asylums 
in the United States we must add several hundred thou- 
sands of persons to the number of the insane, who, 
under the test popularly received, are excluded from 
asylums. Nay, stronger than this, we fear that insanity 
would be the rule in civilized society and sanity the 
exception—especially perfect sanity. But—Dr. Ham- 
mond’s definition aside—all competent observers on the 
subject are aware that insanity, in some of its protean 
forms, is more common in society than the vulgar judg- 
ment supposes. 

We rejoice, therefore, to see evidence that the medi- 
cal profession in the United States is waking up to the 
gravity of the occasion, and is forming associations for 
the promotion of sanity, or the prevention of insanity, 
which isthesame thing. The movement has been too long 
delayed. The old ideas and notions as to the nature of 
insanity and the treatment of its victims have already 
too long obscured the claims of truth and humanity. 
Our attention has recently been brought to this subject 
afresh through the publications of the ‘* National Asso- 
ciation for the Protection of the Insane and Prevention 
of Insanity” in its quarterly periodical entitled the 
American Psychological Journal, edited by Joseph Par- 
rish, M.D., assisted by several associate editors. In the 
prospectus of this interesting journal it is said that it 
‘is not antagonistic to the acknowledged system of hos— 
pital management, nor toaccepted methods of treatment, 
though it stands ready to welcome any advance or im- 
provement in that direction. It will aim to be sugges- 
tive, rather than aggressive ; and while it will collect 
from all available sources all the information it may 
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within the domain of psychiatry, it will endeavor to be 
unbiased in its researches and conclusions, fair in its 
criticisms, and open to honorable discussion.” 

Now, this is all very fine, but we wish that the jour- 
nal was antagonistic. The occasion calls for a journal 
that should antagonize the ‘‘acknowledged system of 
hospital management” and ‘‘ accepted method of treat- 
ment.” The ‘“‘acknowledged management” and ‘‘accepted 
method of treatment” to which the prospectus of this 
periodical refers, though modified, are not materially 
different in pauper establishments from what they were 
a score of years ago. 

So far as the method of treatment of these poor 
wretches goes, ‘‘the acknowledged system ” is the same 
to-day in both England and America as it was then. 
Those under old school management are puked, purged, 
morphized and bromidized secumdum artem to-day as 
they were then. The doses may be more refined, the 
sanitary appointments less repulsive, and the method 
of management more humane, but that is all. 

The proper recognition of the progress of medical sci- 


colleges. Dr. Mills notes this deficiency in the medical 
curriculum and says : 
‘In the first place, in taking up the duty of medical 
colleges toward mental disease, let me ask, what have 
our colleges done for psychological medicine? Very little 
can be claimed [for them]. Here and there throughout 
the country didactic professorships of diseases of the mind 
have been established. In others, classes for diseases of 
the mind and of the nervous system are embraced under 
one chair, and in more than one of these the ‘‘ mental” 
portion of the professorship is little more than a name, 
Nowhere, so far as I know, is thoroughly systemized 
| clinical teaching in psychiatry given.”” One wonders at 
| the conservatism of the medical profession of America 
‘on this subject. In Germany, half a century ago, the 
celebrated Griesinger established wards for the insane 
in connection with the hospital, and held regular clinics 
‘woe psychiatry. Such opportunities for the study of 
_ the diseases of the mind are a necessity, They are in- 
| dispensable to the acquisition of a thorough knowledge 
| of mental diseases by graduates of medicine, those whose 
duty it is to prevent, as well as treat, insanity. 


ence,to say nothing about the claims of humanity, requires | 
A GROSS LIBEL. 


a close individualization of every person who is insanely 
sick—precisely as if the person was sick with any other 
physical malady—for insanity, be it observed,isaphysical| 4n anonymous writer in the New England Medical 
disease, though for the sake of convenience it is classed Gazette has pronounced a gross libel upon those physi- 
as psychical. Insanity is always due to a disease of the | cians who saw fit recently to sever their connection with 
brain or its meninges, associated more or less with dis-| the Homcopathic Medical Society of the County of 
orders of the other bodily functions. | New York, in the following language, by which their 
Publications such as the ‘‘ National Association for action is compared with the position assumed by a re- 
the Protection of the Insane and the Prevention of In- | cently established medical journal : “It is not ashamed 
sanity” proposes to issue are timely, and cannot fail to | of our distinctive name, homeopathy, which we cannot 
increase professional interest in this subject, and lead to | surrender till the leaven has permeated the whole 


areform of abuses in the management of insane patients, 
and ultimately of the methods in their medical care and 
treatment. What is most needed to this end is a better 
medical training in the department of psychological 
medicine on the part of physicians. The general prac- 
titioner ought to be competent to deal with these cases. 
And now, since the subject has been brought home to 
our consciousness, and since the public conscience is 
somewhat awakened to the claims of the insane to be 
cared for as any other class of sick persons are cared for, 
no student should be allowed to take his degree of M.D. 
without a thorough knowledge of mental diseases, and 
the most approved method of treating them. We re- 
joice to see that the sentiment of the American Psy- 
chological Journal is mostly in accord with ideas of 
medical progress on this subject. One of the most no- 
ticeable articles in its first issue, April, 1883, discusses 
‘* The duty of medical colleges and the general practi- 
tioner toward mental disease.” The article is written by 
Charles K. Mills, M.D., lecturer on mental diseases in the 
University of Pennsylvania. We have ourselves had 
occasion to advocate the admission of medical students 
to lunatic asylums for the purpose of clinical instruction 
in diseases of the mind. The article to which we allude 
takes the same position. All know how barren our 
medical colleges are of instruction in these disorders. 
It is only recently that Chairs of Mental and Nervous 
Diseases have been established in the more prominent 


‘lump. In this respect it is quite unlike a few of our 
New York brethren, who, flattered by the willingness 
of some of their allopathic colleagues to consult with 
them ‘or any other quacks,’ have, in a moment of 
weakness, so far lost their manliness as to toady to 
them, and to try to solicit their smiles by renouncing 
the word homwopathy, and by resigning their member- 
ship in homeopathic societies.” 

So far as one of the persons indicated in the above is 
concerned, we pronounce the statement a base falsehood, 
and it was to avoid all such that the connection was sev- 
ered, and we have no regrets at the step or apologies to 
offer for the daring. The law no longer compels member- 
ship in county societies, we are happy to say, and now 
individuals may exercise their pleasure in joining or 
not as they see fit, provided that the ballot agrees with 
their wishes. The impertinent assertion of a vile pur- 
pose at the bottom, involving ‘‘manliness,” is too 
outrageous for consideration, and the suspicion is born 
of the same parents as the mercenary motives which 
control the actions of so many. 

This outrageous libel is on a par with the statement 
so often made when an ‘‘old school” practitioner 
changes his mode of selecting drugs, that “he does so 
for the purpose of making money.” 

Why is it, if the name is so important, that the New 
England Medical Gazette, The U. 8. Med. Investigator, 
The Clinical Review, The Medical Advance, The Med. 
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Counsellor, and last, but not least, the lately established 
Medical Era, have not adopted the homeopathic cogno- 
men? Many of the journals which announce themselves 
as homeopathic contain little of this doctrine, and 
much of this is of a most questionable character, to say 
the least. Some seem to think that homeopathy con- 
sists in the dilution of drugs ; to us it is the selection of 
the drug according to its similarity, and the appropriate 
dose. It is not strange that so many are leaving the 
homeeopathic organization, when we take into account 
the fact that a vast amount of opprobrium is being 
heaped upon us by a horde of ignorant, eccentric, 
visionary money-catchers. Then again, every medical 
centre has its medical bosses who attempt to keep the 
members of the profession whipped into line, and any 
dissent from their dictum receives severe castigation. 

There are those who will not submit to this sort of 
thing, and to avoid annoyance prefer to leave the camp 
altogether. 

The whole problem is one of ethical taste, as well 
as of individual liberty. The members of the profes- 
sion should be wary, lest they allow themselves unin- 
tentionally to be used as tools, or to make themselves 
slaves to anything but those principles about which 
there can be woven no question of doubt. Let us stick 
to that most excellent old maxim, ‘‘ Jn certis unitas, 
in dubiis charitas !” 

To a rapidly increasing number, the title ‘‘ homeo- 
pathic physician” savors of quackery, and especially is | 
this opinion engendered by the many who make no | 
secret of the object of its use. These ignorant pre- | 
tenders should have no place in the profession ; without | 
the name they could not stand for a moment, and— 
through it they are enabled to eke out an existence, 
because the plan of selecting remedies according to. 
the rule of similars isin such favor with the public 
that ‘‘the ignorant homeeopath is considered better 
than an educated allopath.” 

How often have we heard the brag of the pretentious | 
Hahnemannian, whose practice is known to be any- 
thing but homeopathic, whose doses are much larger | 
than those of the ‘‘old school” practitioner of to-day, | 
and how tenaciously he insists upon the name ! 

The ‘‘ new school” practitioner who shows intelli- | 
gence, judgment, and a reason for what he does, upon 
grounds which can be understood by the ordinary in- | 
tellect, is acknowledged by the liberal ‘‘old school” 


votaries to fight : she only asks acknowledgment of 
the facts which she presents—not blind adherence— 
and never cries “‘ traitor” to an honest devotee! It is 
the libelers that we must beware of. 

The present aspect of the homeopathic side of the 
question seems to deal more with the political bearing 
of asect than with principles. 

We cannot expect to speedily leaven the whole lump 
by simply crying ‘‘ homeopathy,” because the medical 
world does not understand what the word means, but 
our efforts should be directed in such a way as to con- 
vince the most skeptical that we have modes and prac- 
tices which demand their attention, and it is not until 
we can command this attention that we can expect a 
respectful consideration of the tenets upon which our 
faith depends. 

Our aim should be to do practical work of a convinc- 
ing character, and we have no doubt as to what the 
result will be. 


THE QUARREL ABOUT THE OODE. 


The well-known manufacturing pharmaceutist, Dr. E. 
R. Squibb, presumes to dictate to the practitioners of 
medicine a code of ethics which shall govern them, 
and discusses the subject at great length in his 
Ephemeris.” 

This proceeding on the part of Dr, Squibb is consid- 
ered an impertinence by some, and it has been suggested 
that the Doctor mind his own business and attend to 
the compounding of drugs, at which he claims to be ex- 
pert. 
This is not the first instance in which we have known 
of outsiders attempting to boss the medical practitioner, 
and the profession should deliberately put its foot upon 
all such efforts. The medical Rip Van Winkles might 
as well remain just where they are, as the car of 
progress will not stop at their bidding, and while they 
are an impediment, they will be ground to ashes in true 
Juggernautic style, in due time 

If we are not very much mistaken, there is already 
too large a number of practitioners who insist upon indi- 
vidual freedom, who cannot be controlled by any sect or 


body of men assuming the right, and they wil] not be 


whipped into line under any circumstances, and the 
‘* walking delegates” of the trades union may as well 
give up the task. 

The present aspect of ethical problems follows closely 


physician as his peer to day, and a mutual respect for | the plan of the ‘‘ strikers” in other fields of labor, dif- 
each other has led to the development of the principle | fering only that it does not deal directly with the ques- 
of the dual action of drugs, which will eventually bring tion of compensation, but in other respects it is the same 
all educated physicians to a common platform. arbitrary ruling which takes away individual liberty, 

We are quite aware that we are still being libeled by | and which has already received the condemnation of our 
a considerable body of ‘‘old school” men, who are | ablest social economists. The lay community under- 
quite behind the times ; we cannot expect anything else stands the subject pretty well, the press, so far as we 
from them, and the cause of medical progress will be know, unanimously supporting that party which requires 
the gainer by their taking off. Notwithstanding these no written code to govern the conduct of its members. 
libelers, these hypocrites, these ignorant medical bigots, | The codes being all of them simply expressions of indi- 
and the nonsense which is impeding the march of thera- vidual opinion, should be used only for purposes of en- 


peutic progress, we see much in the present for en- lightenment, and should not require for their support an 
couragement, and that the future will bring us more oath, which is sure to be broken. Dr. Squibb clamors for 
than we would dare hope! Science never requires her | the‘‘Old Code,” with all its superannuated machinery and 
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requirements, to guide the medical profession, in which 
we understand he is not an active practitioner, while on 
the other hand we find a rapidly growing body of reg- | 
ular practitioners who require no code at aJl. The fight | 
is to the knife, and will undoubtedly be settled in favor 
of that unwritten code which should control the actions 
of all gentlemen. 

The Liverpool Daily Post, in commenting onthe do- 
ings of the late meeting of the British Medical Associa- 
tion, pertinently says : ‘‘ What can fairly be said is that 
homeopathy is practiced by properly qualified physi- 
cians, many of them men distinguished in their profes- 
sion, and respected by the scientific world, and that if 
the tenets which they have deliberately and intelligently 
adopted are mistaken, the mistake should be shown by 
rational argument and experiment, and not blindly pun- 
ished by irrational ostracism. * * * The general 
sentiment of the profession has repeatedly gone wrong. 

‘‘ A great man discovered the circulation of the blood, 
and that general sentiment, though the fact was dem- 
onstrated before the very eyes of the doctors, pronounced 
the illustrious discoverer to be a charlatan. The value 
of vaccination, though clearly shown by Jenner, 
was obstinately denied by the profession in his time, 
and a new generation of doctors sprung up before the 
marvelous effectiveness of this preventative was gener- 
ally admitted. The future, as well as the past, con- 
demns the Association. Homeeopaths, if they chose, 
might make a very strong point against their rivals by 
directing their attention to the tendencies of modern 
science, 

‘* Physical science in relation to disease most certainly 
tends toward homeopathy. At any rate, if it does not 
believe that ‘like cures like,’ it has the very best 
grounds for supposing that ‘like prevents like.’ 

‘The germ theory, whether it be finally established or 
not, has revolutionized our ideas of zymotic diseases, 
and has directed the inquiries of physicists and doctors 
into a new channel. 

‘* Possibilities of prevention are coming into view which 
formerly were not dreamed of, And, singular to say, 
these preventative measures are homeopathic in charac- 
ter. The experiments of Pasteur alone entitle the 
homeeopathist at least to a respectful hearing. 

“‘The great French savant has done much to demon- 
strate the desirability of a comprehensive system of in- 
oculation for the prevention of other diseases than 
small-pox, and inoculation is ina sense homeopathic.” 

That the end is not yet, may be surmised by the fol- 
lowing squib from the Daily Tribune : 

‘The hostilities among the doctors on the subject of 
a Code of Ethics will soon be resumed. Ina month the 
annual election of officers for the County Medical So- 
ciety will take place. ‘Two tickets have been nominated, 
which will be voted for on the single issue of Old 

inst New code. The tickets were nominated on 
onday night, and are as follows : 

** Old Code.—President, T. Gaillard Thomas; Vice- 
president, Charles A. Leale ; Secretary, E. A. Judson; 


Assistant Secretary, P. B. Porter ; Treasurer, Henry D. 
Nicol ; Censors, Charles McBurney, Charles 8. Wood, 


Richard H. Derby, Charles Hitchcock and Thomas H. 
Burchard, 


** New Code.—President, 8. O. Vanderpoel; Vice-pres- 
ident, Andrew H. Smith ; Secretary, Wesle M. —— 
ter; Assistant Secretary, C. H. Aver reasurer, O, 
B. Douglas ; Censors, David Webster, aniel Lewis, F. 
R. 8. Drake, Joseph W. Howe and F. R. Sturgis. 

“The factions two been quiet during the summer 
and little was done except by the thoroughly organized 
conservatives who kept their pledge in circulation 
‘throughout the State in preparation for the meeting of 
the State Society in February, and secured about 2,000 
signatures. Their list exceeds greatly that of the ‘lib- 
erals. The contest in the County Society will be an in- 
teresting one from the fact that it will be the first occa- 
sion on which the factions in this city will meet fairly 
fora fight The last time the question came up the 
conservatives, so the liberals say, took snap judgment on 
their opponents and elected Old Code delegates to the 
State Society, although previous votes and canvasses had 
shown that two-thirds of the members of the County 
Society were adherents of the New Code.” 


DEATH RATE IN NEW YORK. 


The death rate in New York, for 1882, the popula- 
tion based upon the census of 1880, was 29.64 per 
thousand ; that of London 21.99; Paris 25.27; Boston 
25.94; and Vienna 29.16 per thousand. The death rate 
in New York is higher than in any of the large cities of 
Europe, and in the United States is only exceeded by a 
few Southern towns located in an unhealthy climate and 
subject to visitations from yellow fever and other epi- 
demics. The preceding eight months shows a percepti- 
ble decrease of the death rate compared with previous 
years. Of the 37,924 persons who died in this city in 
1882, 7,449 died in the hospitals and other city institu- 
tions. It is a reproach to the medical profession in New 
York and to the city authorities, that, with the almost 
unequaled facilities for perfect drainage which New York 
offers, its death rate is higher than that of any other large 
city in Europe or America, One great cause for this re- 
proach to our boasted civilization arises from the fact that 
the power which should be centered in one is divided 
among twenty inefficient departments. The result is, that 
instead of one mind guiding and directing an harmonious 
plan of well matured and efficient action, the govern- 
ment degenerates into cliques or parties, caring less for 
the public good than for a petty individual or party tri- 
umph. There is no unity of action and no fastening re- 
sponsibility anywhere. The medical profession in New 
York is intelligent enough and powerful enough, if it 
chooses to make its voice heard, to mark out and carry 
into vigorous and successful actiona policy which would 
make the death rate in New York the lowest, instead of 
being as it is now the highest, of any large city in 
Europe or America. We respectfully suggest to our 
medical societies and medical colleges, that if time 
can be spared from the all-important discussion of 
medical ethics, it would be best to inaugurate some 
plan that should save a city which boasts of being the 
great fountain of medical learning of the Western world 
from the fearful death rate which now disgraces its 
records. In these days of societies, if one could be organ 
ized, composed of a combination of men of known scien- 
tific intelligence and of large property interests in the city, 


something might be done toward making our city in point 
of economy, safety and health, the pride of the world, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


A Text Book OF GENERAL PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMY 
AND PATHOGENESIS. By Ernst Ziegler. New York, 
Wm. Wood & Co. 


Prof. Ziegler explains that a great part of his text. 


is based upon observations made or verified by himself. 
As the work is intended for students, the author has 
avoided introducing much matter open to controversy, 
and confined himself principally to a clear and concise 
statement of well established facts. The author intends 
to follow this volume with one on Special Pathological 
Anatomy, but the work now issued is practically 
complete in itself and on some subjects, such as mal- 
formations, inflammation, etiology of tumors and bac- 
teria, it gives a fuller account of modern teachings and 
discoveries than has yet appeared in any English man- 
ual. The work discusses under seven distinct heads or 
sections: 1. Malformation; 2 Anomalies in thedistribu- 
tion of blood and lymph; 3. Retrogressive disturbance of 
nutrition; 4. Progression or formation disturbances of 
nutrition; 5. Inflammatory growth; 6. Tumors; 7. Par- 
asites. 


ELEMENTS OF HisToLoGy. By E. Klein, M.D., F. R. 8, 
Illustrated with 181 engravings. Philadelphia, 
Henry C. Lea's Son & Co, 


This small manual of Histology meets a want long 
felt by medical students, by presenting the leading facts 
of a very important department of study in a concise 
and readable form. The typography and engravings 
are excellent. 


THe North American Review for October presents a 
most attractive table of contents. Senator N. P. Hill 
writes of ‘‘ Gold and Silver as Standards of Value.” In 
“Some Aspects of Democracy in England,” A. V. Dicey 
makes clear to the American reader how it is that, while 
all the forms of monarchy and aristocracy persist in 
Britain, the democracy, or, in other words, public opin- 
ion, absolutely controls the action of the Government. 
Under the title of ‘‘ Co-operative Distribution,” the Rev. 
Dr. R. Heber Newton gives an instructive historical 
sketch of the rise, progress and fluctuations of co-opera- 
tive merchandizing in the United States during the past 
fifty years. Prof. W. Boyd Dawkins writes of ‘‘ Early 
Man in America.”’ The possibility of ‘‘ Astronomical Col- 
lisions,” whether of the fixed stars with one another, or of 
comets with the sup, the earth, or the other planets, is 
considered by Prof. C. A. Young. Moncure D. Conway 
discourses upon the ‘‘ Saint Patrick Myth.” Van Buren 
Denslow has an article on ‘* Board of Trade Morality.” 
Frederick Harrison contributes an article on ‘‘ Histories 
of the French Revolution.” 
sents an inventory of the volume and distribution of 
‘“* Social Forces in the United States.” 


CEREBRAL HA&MORRHAGES CONSECUTIVE TO LESIONS 
OF THE SprneE.—M,. Brown-Séquard (Le Prog. Meéd.) 
calls attention to the fact that visceral haemorrhages in 
the heart, liver and lungs are frequently the result of a 
trauma of the brain. In consequence of a shock upon 
the posterior part of the cranium he has seen the large 
arterial and venous trunks of the lungs suddenly con- 
tract, driving the blood into the capillaries and rapidly 
dilating them. The inverse phenomena may be ob- 


| having selected t 
ance, that (metaphorically speaking) they hissed the per- 


The Rev. E. E. Hale pre-— 


served also; a section of the lower part of the cervical | 


spine, in the pigeon, produces instantly an abundant 
hemorrhage at the bulb, The pathogenesis of these 
accidents is under the dependence of the vaso-motor 


nerves. Thus we may explain those cerebral hemorrha- | 


ges which occur suddenly and at numerous points, and 
which it is difficult to attribute to a simultaneous rup- 


"cussion. 


OUR LONDON LETTER. 


Messrs. Eprtrors :—A most pleasant holiday ramble 
about the north of France has taken me away from all 
professional concerns for the space of a month. During 
that time I carefully avoided anything in the shape of 
work, and even when in Paris contented myself with in- 
specting its hospitals from the outside alone. The nearest 
approach to professional reading I made was a study of 
Moliére’s plays—which deal very freely with our ‘‘ noble 
profession,” as all the world knows. The result of this 
complete change, you will be glad to hear, is most sat- 
isfactory, and I can heartily recommend the plan to my 
professional colleagues and fellow-consumers of the 
midnight oil. I am a ——_ being ; I enjoyed the 
month immensely, and now | am ready—to spend any 
number of months in a similar way! But, alas! the 
stern reality of life won’t hear of it ; and so I submit, 
with the best grace I can, and boldly face the prospect 
of eleven more months of—work ! 

On my return, I found that whilst I had been amus- 
ing myself with the sayings and doings of MM. Pur- 
gon, Diafoirus & Company, in France, the Messrs. Pur- 
gon, Diafoirus & Co., of my own country, had not been 
idle. The annual comedy of the British Medical Asso- 
ciation was enacted this year at Liverpool. It will be 
remembered that last year the Association signalized its 
jubilee at Worcester by a performance designed to set 
forth the principles of medical ethics. These princi- 
ples, it will also be remembered, were on the Associa- 
tion’s own showing — Injustice, [liberality and Incon- 
sistency. ‘The performance by the same ‘‘ troupe” in 
August of this year, at Liverpool, was even more success- 
ful as an exposition of these principles than that of the 
year previous. Singular] y enough, the public of Liver- 
pool were entirely unappre ciative of the efforts of the As- 
sociation to afford them entertainment ; and so far were 
they from being properly grateful to the Association for 

-“ city as the scene of their perform- 


formers off the stage ! 

Of course, homeopathy—that ‘‘dead thing,” that 
‘*chimera,” that ‘‘nothing,” as its opponents are 
pleased to term it—must once more take up the precious 
time of the learned company. Strange as it may seem, 
this long dead and buried subject was the theme of one 
of the liveliest actsin the whole performance. Between 
those members on the one hand who wished to make 
the Association more secure against the attacks of this 
‘*ghost,” and those on the other hand who were 
afraid that, if they did take such precauitons, the world 
might think they really believed in the ghost, a very 
pretty scene was enacted. This is how the Liverpool 
Daily Post commented on this and others like it : 

** But the doctors seem quite incapable of rational dis- 
Impatience has been their principal charac- 
teristic all the week during the business of the sec- 
tions. Umbrellas must have been worn nearly to the 
stump in drowning the voices of speakers, while ex- 
clamations, indicative of great rudeness and little wit, 
have interrupted almost every member who tried to ex- 
press controverted ideas to the meeting. Such incidents 
as these very much lower the tone of the proceedings, 
and tend to injure the reputation of the Association. 
Row and tumult are bad enough when the perpetrators 
of such inconsiderate demonstrations are medical stu- 
dents or undergraduates ; but in representative men of 
maturity, holding up the honor of a noble profession, 
under the close observation of a great and quick-witted 
community, these escapades are egregiously foolish and 
unpardonably out of character.” 

Such are the Messrs, Purgon & Diafeirus of Great 
Britain of the nineteenth century! Such are the up- 


ture of a large number of miliary aneurisms.—(T. M. 8.)i holders of Old Physic! and yet some people wonder 
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ExcrEssIVE MEepIcaTion.—Dr, J. Torres, of the Cri- 
terio Medico, gives his observation of two cases wherein 
the maladies were caused by drug poisoning, or exces- 
complaints have been made of late that the medical pro- | sive medication. He writes : The first relates to a lady 
fession is not represented in the House of Lords ! | of 32 years, married, nervous temperament, emaciated 

What will they think when they learn that Dr. | and of feeble constitution. She had been attacked with 
Waters, the President of the Association, re echoed this an acute articular general rheumatism, in the treatment 
sentiment at the close of his inaugural address, just pre- of which no other remedies were employed than iodide 
vious to one of the disgraceful scenes commented on in of ium and a decoction of sarsaparila, After two 
the Daily Post? ‘The presence of medical men in | months of this drugging, which procured her no relief, 
the House of Lords,” he said, ‘‘ would strengthen the the patient wearied of it and resolved to try other 
of that House and beneficially influence legisla- methods, whereupon I was summoned to her assist- 

How this would come about may be gathered ance. I required to see the prescriptions of the doctor in 
| whose charge she had been, and found on them only the 
above-named medicines, with this peculiarity, that the 
doses of iod. potass. had been increased every time. At 
once I suspected that the case before me was not the 
primitive rheumatism, but a result of the enormous 

uantity of iodide taken. I began by administering to 
the patient, fer three successive days, at the rate of 
three daily doses, arsen., sixth trituration, to antidote 
the effects of the iod. Next, three days of repose, dur- 


that homceopathy makes such slow progress in the pro- 
fession ! 
Your readers may have been amused to learn that great 


tion.” 
from their behavior in their own assemblies. 

In reference to this matter the Zoophilist says: ‘‘ It 
has deeply exercised some ingenuous friends of the doc- 
tors (‘on their promotion,’ as we have seen above) to de- 
vise what sort of titles will be suitable for their accep- 
tance when the Queen and Mr. Gladstone open their 
eyes to the necessity of ‘strengthening’ the House of 
Lords by placing them on its benches. Doctors do not 
often possess country seats, and their names are not 
always very aristocratic. Neither ‘Lord Savile Row’ | ing which I gave the patient some inert globules, re- 
nor ‘ Losd Seema ’ (to cite only obvious candidates for quiring her to take strong nourishment, as she was 
the first batch of honors) would sound mellifluously. faint and very feeble. When these three days had 
Perhaps, as bishops take their titles from the names of | elapsed, considering the two chief symptoms of her mal- 
the sees over which they preside for the cure of souls, ady—aggravation following midnight and sweats that 
the lord doctors would do well to adopt their new ones brought no relief—I prescribed for her merc. sol. twelfth, 
from those organs of the body which they are supposed a spoonful every four hours, this medicine being like- 
specially to cure. ‘They would thus perpetuate the wise an antidote of iodide. With these two medicines 
memory of their respective triumphs, and be known to alone the patient recovered her health, all trouble disap- 
the world, let us say, as Viscount Thorax, Baron Liver pearing in the course of a fortnight. The second case 
and Kidney, the Earl of Abdomen and the great Marquis was that of a woman aged 26, single, who in a village 
of Cerebrum. Or, yet again, why should not the analogy | near Madrid became a victim to a tertian ague, and was 
between them and the bishops, which has struck Dr. | treated by the village doctor with large quantities of 
Waters, be carried out yet more fairly, and England be ! sulphate vy quinine. At first the disease yielded, but a 
— out into doctorates, over each of which a few days later the attacks came on with redoubled in- 

ight Eminent Lord Physician or Lord Surgeon should tensity, Seeing no improvement she came to the city, 
exercise episcopal jurisdiction and enjoy episcopal rank where I took charge of her case, and after twelve days’ 
and revenue? Most eminent archdoctors would, of | treatment with arsenicum, at first in low dilutions, but 


course, be appointed for York and Canterbury.” | gradually increased, she was enabled to return home in 
- —— and has so continued to the present.— 
(T. M. 8.) 


CURE OF HEMORRHOIDS BY CARBOLIC ACID INJEC- 
TIONS.—At a recent discussion at the New York Clinical 
Society on the treatment of hemorrhoids, Dr. C. B. 
Kelsey referred to his experience with injections of 
carbolic acid. He uses a solution of one part of pure 
carbolic acid in six and a half narts each of water and 
glycerine, and of this he injects about five drops into 

each hemorrhoidal tumor, For the operation no anws- 

thetic is required, and the su uent pain is said to be 
| very slight. In one case in which he used a solution of 
| double strength each pilesloughed ; and in another case 
treated by one of his colleagues, Dr. Kelsey saw exten- 
| sive ulceration caused, but this he attributes to want of 
| skill in the manipulation. he has usually repeated the 
injection at the interval of about a week, so as to see 
the full effect of each injection before making another, 
and in this way the treatment may extend over months; 
but as it is painless and does not necessitate rest or even 
abandonment of ordinary work, this is not a serious ob- 
| jection to the plan in many cases. This mode of treat- 

ment, then, on carefully carried out, appears to be 
safe, efficient, nearly if not quite painless, and not re- 

uiring rest or special nursing. It may be useful, 

therefore, where for any reason the ligature or clamp 
operation cannot be performed, and especially where it 
is —- not to lay the patient up during treatment. 
—Laneet. 


INFLUENCE OF RADIATION UPON THE FORMATION OF 
CHLOROPHYLL.—M. Regnard exhibited an apparatus 
which, in total darkness, furnishes red or blue rays. 
Plants exposed for two days to these rays became green 
on the exposed side and white on the reverse side. 


The annual gathering of homeopathic practitioners | 
takes place on the 13th of the present month at Matlock, 
Bath. The president forthe year is Dr. Moore, of Liver- 

1. He will, doubtless, have no difficulty in doing what 
Ris fellow-townsman, Dr. Waters, found impossible—_ 
maintaining the authority of the chair. There is every 
prospect of a pleasant and useful gatheri 
fraternally, 


TIONS, GLEANINGS, ETC. 


A NEw (?) TREATMENT OF Styes.—For hordeolum 
Dr. David Webster has used calcium sulphide (hepar), 
a granule (5 gr.) each hour until ten have been 
taken, repeated daily, with marked benefit. 


CREAM MEAD.—A very agreeable drink may be pre- 
pared for convalescents as follows: dissolve three 
pounds of white sugar in half a gallon of boiling water, 
and while cold add three ounces of tartaric acid previ- 
ously dissolved in a pint of cold water. 


A New Test FoR ALBUMEN.—Dr. Wm. Roberts 
writes to the Lancet that when an albuminous urine is 
treated with a saturated solution of common salt, 
slightly acidulated with diluted hydrochloric acid, the 
albumen is thrown down in a dense cloud. The for- 
mula he uses is as follows: Mix a fluid ounce of diluted 
hydrochloric acid with a pint of water and saturate this 
with common salt, then filter carefully. This added | 
carefully to the specimen constitutes the most delicate 
test for albumen in the urine. 


. St George's Terrace, Gloucester 
Road, London, 8. W., Sept. 1, 188: 
rs 
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Nicut AtR.—Before we can hope to fight consump. 
tion with any chance of success, we have to get rid of 
the night air superstition. Like the dread of cold water, 
raw fruit, etc., it is founded on mistrust of our instincts. 
It is probably the most prolific single cause of impaired 
health, even among the civilized nations of our en- 
lightened age, though its absurdity rivals the grossest 
delusions of the witchcraft era. The subjection of holy 
reason to hearsays could hardly go further. ‘‘ Beware 
of the night wind ; be sure and close your windows after 
dark.” In other words, beware of God’s free air; be 
sure and infect your lungs with the stagnant, azotized 
and offensive air of your bedroom. In other words, be- 
ware of the rock spring ; stick to sewage. Is night air 
injurious? Since the date of creation, that air has been 
breathed with impunity by different animals—tender, 
delicate creatures, some of them—fawns, lambs and 
young birds. 
is breathed with impunity by our next relatives, the 
anthropoid a the same apes that soon perish with 
consumption in the close though generally well-warmed 
atmosphere of our northern menageries. Thousands of 


soldiers, hunters and lumbermen sleep every night in_ 
tents and open sheds without the least injurious conse-_ 


quences ; men in the last stage of consumption have re- 
covered by adopting a semi-savage mode of life, and 
camping outdoors in all but the stormiest nights. Is it 
the draught you fear, or the contrast of temperature ? 
Blacksmiths and railroad conductors seem to thrive un- 
der such influences. Draught? Have you never seen 
boys skating in the teeth of a snow storm at the rate of 
fifteen miles an hour? ‘‘ They counteract the effect of 
the cold air by vigorous exercise.” Is there no other way 
of keeping warm? Does the north wind damage the 
fine lady sitting motionless in her sleigh, or the helms- 
man of a storm-tossed vessel? It cannot be the inclem- 
ency of the open air, for, even in sweltering summer 
state the sweet south wind, blessed by all creatures 
that draw the breath of life, brings no relief to the vic- 
tim of erophobia. There is no doubt that families who 
have freed themselves from the curse of that supersti- 
tion can live out-and-out healthier in the heart of a 
great city than its slaves on the airiest highland of the 
summer Appennines.—Popular Science Monthly. 


TREATMENT OF SCABIES BY NAPHTHOL.—I. That naph- 
thol is a parasiticide is abundantly proved by its em- 
ployment against scabies and phihiriasis in man and 
Vacarisse auriculaire among dogs. 

Il. Naphthol-ointment, as prescribed by Professor 
Hardy, is applicable at any stage of scabies, whether 
simple or complicated. 

Ill. The same remedy is rapidly efficacious against 
the prurigo of scabies, without producing the smarting 
sensation which generally follows the use of Helmerich’s 
ointment, 

IV. Naphthol-cintment is also of service against those 
eruptive sequele of scabies in which Helmerich’s oint- 
ment is usually contraindicated. 

V. The average duration of the naphthol treatment of 
scabies is from ten to fifteen days. 

VI. The employment of M. Hardy’s 
occasioned no results whatever, either as r@spects 
the skin or the internal organs, especially the kidneys. 

VII. Naphthol-ointment possesses, moreover, some 
accessory advantages ; its odor is agreeable, and it does 
no harm to underclothing or bandages.—GUERIN (7. 
de Paris, 1882). 


PoLyurtA.—Prof. Semmola reports three cases of 
polyuria, which he claims as due to chronic syphilis, in 
one of which the quantity of urine passed in twenty- 
four hours was forty-three pints, with a specific gravity 
of 1001 to 1005. 

Albuminate of mercury hypodermically and iodide of 
potassium cured in two months. 


The moist night air of the tropical forest | 


reparation has | 


On Picric AcID As A TEST FOR ALBUMEN AND SUGAR 
| IN THE URINE. (By George Johnson, M.D., F. R. 8.)— 
| For the detection of albumen, Dr. Johnson recommends 
that this acid should ‘‘ be used in the form of a satur- 
ated es solution, or in the form of powder or crys- 
|tals. The aqueous solution is most suitable for home 
use, while the powder or crystals may be conveniently 
| carried in a urinary pocket test case. A saturated aque- 
ous solution may be quickly made by adding about fifty 
‘times the bulk of boiling distilled rain water to the 
| powder or crystals ; a portion of the acid will crystallize 
| out on cooling, leaving a transparent yellow supernatant 
‘liquid. This solution being added to an equal volume 
‘of albuminous urine in a test tube, immediately u- 
lates the albumen. The coagulated picrate of albumen 
| is soluble in alkalies ; if, therefore, the urine be highly 
| alkaline, it must be acidulated by a vegetable or a min- 
eral acid before adding the picric solution. In my nu- 
merous testings for albumen with picric acid, I have 
not once found it necessary to acidulate the urine. The 
_picric acid solution is itself sufficiently acid to dissolve 
the phosphatic sediment which results from boiling a 
neutral or alkaline specimen of urine. To detect a very 
minute quantity of albumen, the following method is 
the best. Into a test tube about six inches long, the 
urine is poured to within two inches of the top ; then, 
the tube being held in a slanting position, about an inch 
of the picric acid solution is gently poured on the sur- 
face of the urine, where, in consequence of its low spe- 
cific gravity (1,003), it only partly mixes with the upper 
layer of the urine ; and, as far as the yellow color of 
the picric solution extends, there will be more or less 
turbidity from coagulated albumen, contrasting with 
the pellucid unstained urine below. If, then, the tube 
be placed in a stand the ulated albumen will grad- 
ually subside, and form a delicate horizontal film at the 
junction of the colored and the unstained stratum of 
urine, the yellow liquid above and the unstained urine 
below being quite free from turbidity. If the urine 
should be turbid with urates, it must be cleared by heat 
before the addition of the picric acid solution. 

** As a result of numerous observations, I have arrived 
at the conclusion that picric acid applied in this way is 
a more delicate, and therefore more trustworthy test 
for albumen than nitric acid in cold urine, whether the 
latter be employed by the method of dropping the acid 
into the cold urine, or by pouring the urine on the acid 
previously placed in the tube. The simplest and most 
satisfactory mode of comparing the two tests as regards 
| their relative delicacy, is to dilute a specimen of albu- 
| minous urine until one or the other test fails to act ; and 
it will be found that the picric acid solution shows the 
presence of albumen diluted considerably beyond the 
point at which the nitric acid fails to give any indica- 
tion. The picric acid, too, often causes an immediate 
‘albuminous opalescence on urine, in which nitric acid 
only slowly, and after an interval of some minutes, gives 

a similar, but sometimes a doubtful indication.” Dr. 
| Johnson also describes a new process by which picric 
| acid can be employed for detecting the presence of glu- 
| cose in the urine.—Brit. Medical Journal. 


THE UsE OF QuInINE.—Prof. D. B. St. 
| John Roosa, of New York, protests against the indis- 
\criminate use of sulphate of quinine, now so common 
‘among physicians and fashionable among the laity. 

Granting its power to reduce hyperpyrexia, he insists 
that this cannot always be done by such means without 
risk. In cases of commencing nasopharyngeal catarrh, 
it not only fails, in his experience, to arrest the malady, 
| but it usually aggravates the sufferings of the patient, 
while in diseases of the ear it becomes positively harm. 
ful by increasing -he congestion that already exists. He 
has seen cases of acute and subacute disease, of the ear, 
which immediately began to recover as soon as the use 
of quinine was saegged—Eitied Record. 
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Tye Errect oF ALcono. Upon THE Fartus 
THROUGH THE BLOOD OF THE MoTHER.—Dr, W. A. 


McDonald, of Lynn, Mass., delivered a woman, pro- | 


foundly intoxicated, of a very large child, which lived 
only three hours, and died, it was believed, from 
alcoholic poisoning. The use of forceps and the death 
of the child were made the pretext by a priest for mak- 
ing statements reflecting upon the skill and moral 
character of the medical attendant. A suit was insti- 
tuted, and in the testimony the local medical witnesses 
agreed with the defendant that no quantity of alcoholic 
stimulants taken into the mother’s system can in any 
way affect her unborn child. 

The opinions of Drs. J. C. Dalton, W. B. Carpenter 
and B. W. Richardson were furnished in testimony. 
Dr. Dalton held that if the mother was deeply intoxi- 
cated he would not be surprised to find -the new-born 
infant affected in consequence. Or. Carpenter stated 
that it was not only possible, but probable, that blood 
poisoning of the foetus by alcoholic intoxication of the 
mother during parturition, may so torpify the respira- 
tory centres of the infant that ordinary inspiratory 
movements may not be excited, and the child be “still- 
born.” Dr. Richardson fully corroborated Dr. Carpen- 
ter’s views. 

The editor of the N. Y. Medical Record, commenting 
upon the opinions of these eminent savants, says : 
‘We must consider it in the lack of positive facts, ex- 
tremely improbable, if not entirely impossible, that the 
foetus should be fatally poisoned by alcohol through the 
blood of the mother. Alcohol is rapidly eliminated 
from the mother’s system, and no great amount can 
exist in the blood at a time. Onthe other hand, the 
fatally poisonous dose of alcohol is considerable.” 

bearing upon this question something may be 
learned by comparing the effects upon the foetus of 
other drugs administered to the mother, it is a recog- 
nized rule of practice that opium, belladonna, and other 
narcotic agents may be administered to the pregnant 
woman within the usual limits. A dose which would 
be prejudicial to the mother would in all probability 
actin a similar manner upon her unborn child, and 
vice versa. 

The influence of chloroform administered during 
labor has been questioned upon the same grounds, yet 


there are few practitioners who withhold this agent | 


through fear of danger to the feetus. As the foetus ob- 
tains its nutriment from the maternal blood, through 
the placental circulation, it is not probable that any 
agent which was exercising a poisonous influence 
would fail to exercise a pernicious influence upon the 
foetus. The dependence of fetal existence upon the 
healthy functioning of the maternal organs should teach 
the importance of guarding the mother against the 
use of agents of known poisonous properties.—Mary- 
land Med. Journal. 


ScraticA CURED BY STRETCHING THE SCIATIC 
NERVE.—Dr. Fiorani related this case before the Royal 
Lombardian Institution (Annali Univ. di Med., Feb. 
1883, London Med. Record): A female, «et. 49, has suf- 
fered six to seven months from severe right sciatica, 
with slight relief from blisters, sedatives, etc. Prof. 
Trombetta’s plan was determined on, and accordingly, 
the patient being chloroformed, the thigh was forcibly 
flexed with the leg extended, until the foot reached the 
side of the head. During this maneuver a crash was 
heard as if something was torn or lacerated. The limb 
was held in that position for some seconds and then 
brought back. A few minutes afterward the sciatic 
pain had disappeared, but the whole posterior part of 
the limb, especially the popliteal space, was very ten- 
der,in spite of which, however, stand and 
take several steps, which before was impossible. Ten 
days afterward she was discharged cured, and remained 
well two months later. 


LocaL TREATMENT OF ACNE SIMPLEX AND ACNE 
RosacEs.—This can be satisfactorily carried out only 
by direct action upon the malady at its original seat. 
|The following is the method devised and recommended 
by the author : 

He takes a fine darning-needle, having an eye some- 
what longer than that of a sewing needle, Holding 
this by the point, he introduces it into the affected 
gland by a rotary movement, which causes some of the 
| sebaceous matter to lodge within the eye of the instru- 
‘ment. The latter is withdrawn, cleansed, and re-intro- 
duced, and the operation is repeated once or twice, 
until, the gland being emptied, its floor is touched by 
the needle, when a slight pricking sensation is experi- 
enced. The same needle, or another similar one, held in 
the same way, is then dipped in an alcoholic solution 
of iodine of greater or less strength, but never weaker 
than that of the French pharmacoperia, and is again 
| passed into the gland, charged witha drop of the iodine 
tincture, which is thus brought into immediate con- 
tact with the focus of the disease. After a few 
minutes, a clear liquid, slightly colored by the iodine, 
will exude from the gland, sometimes in a drop as large 
as a tear. This flow will cease within an hour. 
Twenty-four hours later, in cases of acne simplex, the 
inflammation, when unaccompanied by suppuration, 
will have wholly disappeared. If suppuration, however, 
had existed, it will be found perceptibly diminished, 
needing only two or three repetitions of the process to 
effect its entire cessation, followed by a permanent 
cure. 

Acne rosacea, being of a more intractable character, 
requires the application to be made several times, when 
results equally favorable will certainly be obtained. 

The advantages claimed for this mode of treatment 
over any local measures previously employed are : 
That it is easily carried out; produces no additional 
disfigurement; is painless ; does not necessitate the 
seclusion of the patient, and may be relied upon to 
effect speedy cures even in cases otherwise hopeless.— 
Morn (Th. de Paris). 


THERAPEUTICS OF BUTTERMILK.—Koumiss excepted, 
which is itself a kind of buttermilk, no beverage is so 
rateful and refreshing to thirsty patientsas buttermilk. 
t is a fortunate circumstance, too, that, while the 
tient is assuaging his thirst with the most agvecable 
| drink, he is unconsciously taking in the very best of 
food. Patients who loathe every other kind of food will 
| greedily partake of buttermilk. It also possesses medi- 
'cinal properties of considerable value. 

Buttermilk is a true milk peptonoid—that is the fash- 
ionable word of the day—milk already partly digested, 
It is good food and drink for young and old, sick and 
well. Being food it ought not, as many do, be taken 
between meals. This practice accounts largely for the 
common belief that buttermilk disagrees with many 
persons. Sick persons, who partake of little or nothin 
else, may partake much oftener and more freely. Al- 
though containing about the same quantity of nutrition 
as sweet milk, yet patients appear to be able to consume 
with ease at least double the quantity of buttermilk.— 
Canada Lancet. 


Sian oF DEatTH.—Dr. Larcher, of Paris, pointed out 
recently what he believed to be the most certain and 
earliest reliable sign of death. It consists in the pres- 
ence of a blackish, at first not perceptible, spot on the 
sclerotic, which grows darker and darker. It is first 
seen on the outside of the pupil, then shows itself nearer 
and nearer the inner corner, draws closer to the centre 
of the organ, and at last unites and forms an elliptical 
segment on the lower convexity of the eye. This is said 
to signify the change from rigor mortis to putrefaction; 
it is ‘the sign of death, the herald of decay.”— Mass. 
Ee. Med. Journal. 
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THE TREATMENT OF ACNE.—In the majority of cases 
of ordinary acne the abstention from soap is doubtless 
the immediate cause of the disease. 

The indications for its local treatment are: 1st. To 
remove the accumulation of sebum; 2d. To remove 
the products of inflammation ; and 3d. To restore the 
normal functional activity of the parts. 

The first indication is best met by expressing the 
plugs of sebum daily, by means of a watch key. "Select 
a key with a smooth, broad base and wide opening, and 
placing it directly over the black apex of the papule, 
press the key down squarely upon the skin. A little 
pressure will force the plug of sebum out of the gland 
duct. This should be done every night. Immediately 
after, the face should be washed with warm water 
and soap, allowing the lather to remain on all night. 
In the morning the soap is washed off, and the face 
is dusted with oxide of zinc, calamine or simple chalk 
or starch powder. In simple cases, with a moderately 
thin epidermis this is all that is necessary, and in three 
or four weeks the acne is cured. 

If there are many inflammatory papules or pustules, an 
incision or puncture with a fine, sharp bistoury gives 
great relief and hastens the involution of the lesions. 
After the puncture the flow of blood should be promoted by 
a hot water douche, A basin is filled with water as hot 
as can be borne, and a large, soft sponge dipped into it 
and pressed to the face. This should be continued five 
minutes or so, and is best done at night before retiring. 
It is an especially valuable adjunct to the treatment, if 
the pus-formation is free. 

In the treatment of acne rosacea, the use of wine or 
spirits, if these are the causes of the disease, must be 
forbidden. In those cases where the rosaceous patches 
are due to deficient nutrition, the patient must be 
placed under better conditions. Locally, in the patches 
of diffused redness, the application of the alcoholic solu- 
tion of carbolic acid above recommended (one part to 
three or four of alcohol) will generally give most satis- 
faction. Where there are tortuous or dilated veins in the 
skin, they must be slit up with a fine knife and a pointed 
pencil of nitrate of silver drawn through them to cause 
obliteration of their calibre. Where the connective tis- 
sue is much increased, a plastic operation is sometimes 
necessary to restore a respectable shape to the distorted 
nose. hen pustules are present, they should be 
opened with a bistoury, and the pus evacuated.—PRrRor. 
G. H. Rone ; Med. Chronicle, May, 18838. 


Drrep Moss As A SureicaL Dressing. —Dr. Hage- 
dorn, of Magdeburg, has for six months employed, with” 
the best results, freshly dried swamp moss as a dressin 


ARSENITE OF BROMINE IN THE TREATMENT OF DrA- 
BETES MELLITUS.—Dr. R. H. Gilliford, in a paper read 
before the Allegheny Co, Med. Society, May 15, and 
published in the Med. and Surg. Reporter, June 9, 1883, 
says: In the early part of December, 1882, I began 
some experiments with bromine and arsenious acid, the 
results of which have in part been corroborated by ex- 
periments performed at my request by a practical chem- 
ist. I find that bromine and arsenious acid will unite 
under certain favoring conditions, in the proportions of 
two hundred and forty parts by weight of bromine to 
ninety-nine parts by weight of arsenious acid. When 
they are perfectly united, or the arsenious acid com- 
pletely dissolved by the bromine, they form an oily 
liquid, soluble in water and alcohol without any appar- 
ent reaction. When united without the addition of 
water, they form a salt which consists of three equiva- 
lents of bromine and one equivalent of arsenious ucid, and 
would be represented by AsO, 3Br. 

The solution used was made by the complete union of 
the arsenious acid and bromine before the addition of 
water, and from observation I believe it to be much less 
irritating to the stomach than a solution of the hydro- 
bromic and arsenic acids. 

I have made a solution of arsenite of bromine and 
used it in a number of cases, and furnished it to several 
physicians, who have prescribed it and reported to me 
its effects in the treatment of diabetes mellitus. 

While the notes of some cases are incomplete in many 
important points, yet its use has been followed by the 
most marked benefit in every case of diabetes in which 
it has been used so far. 


Croup AND DipHTHERIA.—Dr. J. R. Marshall, of 
Dublin, presents the following comparison between the 
two diseases (Columbus Med. Journal, April, 1883): 


MEMBRANOUS CROUP. DIPHTHERIA, 


t 
& expansion of chest, and livid 


in nearly all his operations and wounds. During the win- 
ter he took it from under snow and ice, dried it and let 
it remain in an oven at a temperature of 105° to 110° for 
an hour. Moss thus dried may be used without fur- 
ther disinfection as a pillow of any form or size. Other 
advantages claimed for it are that it allows of perfect 
drainage, is readily kept pure, does not require frequent 
renewal, and he has never seen erysipelas or septicemia 
follow its use, The moss should be shaken in a coarse 
gauze before use, in order to remove rough particles 
— would irritate the skin —Med. Neuwigk, July 14, 


CONDENSED SKIM-MILK As A NEw Foop.—According 


to the Chemiker Zeitung, M. Muller has evaporated 
skimmed milk in a vacuum, so as to obtain a permanent 
product, which can be preserved for many months in a 
dry atmosphere, and which has valuable alimentary 
properties. He thinks that it may be of great use in 
pastry and in various kinds of baking, and the best 
sugar of milk can be made from it. The skimmed milk 
which is collected in dairies and cheese factories is usu- 
ally given to animals or wasted in sewage ; it contains, 
however, large quantities of salts and particles of butter 


1. Is a sthenic or acute inflam- 
mation of the mucous lining of 
the bronchia. 


2. Is ushered in with violent | 
functional and _ constitutional 
disturbances, such as cough, 
fever, hoarseness, with dyspnoea. 

3. Duration is comparatively 
short, runs a rapid course—from 
five hours to two or three days. 

4. Is not contagious or epi- 
demic. 

5. Is peculiar to children un- 
der ten years of age. 

6. No foetor of breath. 


7. Breathing short, with sligh 
counte 


mance. 
8. There is no ulceration of 
mouth or throat. 


9. Termination in resolution 
(recovery), or in death by apnoea. 


1. Is an asthenic or subacute 
inflammation of mucous 
lining of the fauces, larynx, 
pharynx and nares. 

2. Comes stealthily, less violent, 
without cough or dyspnoea . 


| 8. Duration is 
long. runs from five twenty 


. Is epidemic, and by many 
authors considered con’ us. 
5. Is common with all ages 
and sexes. 
6. Always a bad fcetor of 


“ath. 
7. Breathing longer and deep- 
er, with greater expansion of 
chest and less lividity. 

8. There is often extensive 
ulceration, which may cause 
septicemia and entire arrest of 
assimilation and nutrition, and 
failure of the heart’s action as a 
consequence. 

9. Termination in resolution 
(recovery), or in death by 
asthenia. 


CuRE OF ABSCESSES WITHOUT CICATRICES.—Dr. 


Quinlan recommends the 


through the abscess 


of a fine silver Jwire, which with the ends tied outside 


will act as a drain. 
reaches the surface, when it 
the external surface. No 


This must be done before the pus 


is, say, half an inch from 
poulticing must be used, 


and when the abscess is evacuated a compress must be 


applied. This procedure 


hands.—Med. & Surg. Reporter. 


has never failed in his 


Dr. Louvatn, of Carlsbad, 


has met with several cases 


and caseine, which can be utilized by Muller’s method. 


in which difficulty of breathing was due to the adminis- 
tration of moderate doses of salicylic acid. The breath- 
ing was labored and rapid.—Berl. Klin. Woch., 1883, 
No. 16. 
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NEw TREATMENT OF GONORRH@A.—Hot water re- 
trojection is advocated by Dr. Curtis (Medical Record). 


Wuat WE Know OF BACTERIA AS CAUSING DISEASE. 
—Dr. W. T. Belfield, in his Cartwright Lectures, de- 


By means of an apparatus which he has devised, one is | livered before the Alumni Association of the College of 


enabled to pass several quarts of hot water through the | 
urethral canal from the prostatic portion outward, in- 

creasing the temperature of the water all the time until 

180° to 190° F. may be reached. He has passed as 

much as ten quarts of water in this manner. He gives 

the result of twenty cases treated in this way. He 

claims for this method: first, the course of the disease 

is shortened, making the average limit of the disease 

nearer one week than three; second, the discharge 

immediately changes in character, and is reduced to a_ 
very small quantity; third, there is absence of chor-— 
dee and pain in passing urine ; fourth, stricture as a) 

uence is improbable; fifth, the usual inconven- 

iences of the disease are done away with. Hisappara- 

tus consists of an ordinary wooden arm-chair, out of | 
which a piece is cut in the front of the seat to admit a | 
tall cuspidor; a pulley is rigged to the ceiling, with 
which a tin pail with a lamp beneath is elevated ; a 
rubber tube, provided with a stop-cock and connection 
leading from the pail, and to which an ordinary No. 8 
English catheter is fitted. Instead of this apparatus, 
an ordinary Davidson’s syringe may be used The only 
internal treatment is bicarbonate of soda. 


A Nove. UTERINE SurPoRTER.—(Holman 8. Hum- 
phrey, of Janesville, Wis., in the Medical Age.) 


Physicians and Surgeons of New York, makes the fol- 
lowing classification of diseases in which bacteria bear 
or are supposed to beara part. 1. Diseases the demon- 
stration of the bacterial origin of which has been com- 
pleted through inoculation with isolated bacteria by 
competent observers: anthrax. 2. Diseases the bac- 
teria origin of which has been affirmed after inoculation 
with isulated bacteria by one competent observer: tuber- 
culosis. 3. Diseases which were always characterized 
by the presence of bacteria in the tissues, but which 
had not been induced by inoculation with isolated bac- 
teria: pyemia, diphtheria, erysipelas, etc. 4. Diseases in 
which after death bacteria have been found in the tis- 
sues : variola, scarlatina, typhoid fever, ete. 5. Dis- 
eases in which the presence of bacteria before and after 
death has been asserted: syphilis, typhus fever, intermit- 


| tent fever, measles, etc. 


NoveEL TREATMENT OF AsTHMA,—Dr. R. B. Faulk- 
ner, of Allegheny, Pa. (NV. Y. Med. Record), has had 
remarkable success in the treatment of spasmodic 
asthma, by applying tinctwre of iodine as a counter-irri- 
tant along the course of the Spee gp nerves, from 
the upper part of the thyroid cartilage to near the upper 
border of the clavicles. The application is to be con- 
tinued daily till the surface becomes irritated. Another 

rt of his treatment is the forced inflation of the lungs 

y means of a Politzer bag filled with common air, At 
the time of a full inspiration, the nozzle connected with 


Alb .......aa3j. 
Finely palv. Chloride of Sodium ...... 3j. 
M. Triturate thoroughly and put in a bottle; cork 
tightly. 


With the patient placed in a good light, replace the 
uterus and introduce a long glass speculum of as Jar, 
a diameter as can easily be used ; then with a rhe 
place one or two drachms of the powder within the 
speculum, and using a cotton swab, carry the powder up 
and pack Douglas’ cul-de-sac and all around the neck of 
the uterus with it, and as the speculum is slowly with- 
drawn, starch the entire mucous membrane of the 
vagina. 


women if generally used. Ordinarily the operation 
should be repeated twice weekly, but if there is profuse 


leucorrheea it must be doae oftener, and, before applying, | 


the vagina should be well cleansed with syringe and 
warm soapsuds. I have used this powder a great many 
times during the past ten years, and find it not only the 

best uterine supporter in prolapsed conditions, but also a | 
direct tonic to the debilitated structures. ‘The combina- | 
tion embodies within itself nearly all the constituents of 

the tissues, and hence cannot become detrimental by re- 

maining several days within the vagina, the chloride, 

also, preventing decomposition. 


Ir has been discovered (says The Water Gas Journai) 
that the best disinfectant for sewer gases is the wash- 
ings from gas works. This serves a double purpose— 
that of annulling the poisonous effect of the sewer gas, 
and at the same time enabling persons having defective 
traps to detect it by the strong, pungent odor arising 
therefrom, while sewer gas alone, almost odorless, per- 
meates the building, carrying sickness and death with 
it. The washings from gas (water gas works, at least) 
will not clog or obstruct even the smallest of sewers, 


while their presence, as above stated, might save valu- | 


able life. 


CANNABIS INDIcA, 10 minims taken thrice daily, be- 


fore the attack, is said to have proved remarkably cura- 
tive of sick-headache in females when the disease seemed 
to be of an hereditary character. 


This will effectually prevent the uterus from _ 
descending through the vagina, and gives wonderful | om 
support to the vaginal walls; aids in curing leucorrhea, | 
and last, but not least, isan effectual bar to intercourse, | 
and thus would become a great boon to many suffering 7 


the bag is placed in the mouth, and the contents driven 
into the lungs so as to dilate the vesicles and put an end 
to the spasm which is the cause of the difficulty. 


EPITHELIOMA, 


1. Occurs usually in persons 
getting up in years. 


2. Tingling, and pain often 
lancinating in character, com- 


| 
| DraGNosis or Lurus.—By Dr. McCall Anderson, in 
LUPUS VULGARIS. 

| 1. Commences usually before 


| Medical Times and Gazette : 
the age of limi and often 


3. Edges of patches, though | 3. Edges hard, everted, and 
often round and elevated, are often having a glistening, trans- 
t | lucent appearance 


4, Ulcers in most cases super- 4. Ulcers ofvener deep, hard, 
ficial, so soft, throwing out pro- | with uneven, finely granular ap- 
fuse granulations, and edges pearance and exuding a sticky 
often undermined. fluid, which gives a varnished 


5. The nose is the 
face oftenest attack 


appearance to the surface. 
5. The nose is not more fre- 
other 


of the 
4 quently involved than 
parts of the face. 


CHLOROFORMING MicE.—A French surgeon says that 
in chloroforming some mice and lifting them up by 
their tails, they tried to bite, but on !aying them again 
‘in a horizontal position they resumed insensibility. 
Acting on this hint, when a patient showed signs of 
collapse under a dose of chloroform, he dropped the 
head of the patient over the bedside and raised the feet 
quite high. The patient at once became conscious ; 
when laid straight on the bed he became again uncon- 
scious ; and a return to lowering the head and raising 
the feet for ten minutes was required to fully counter- 
act the chloroform. It is thought that by the aid of 
this treatment anesthetics may be used with a high 
degree of safety. 


A PALATABLE Coven MixTuRE.—The most elegant 
and palatable cough mixture ever prescribed by Dr. J. 


| Milner Fothergill is, he says, the following : 


1. 
Acid. hydrobromic, dil............... SS. 
Spirits chloroform .. .....-. SS. 
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An indolent, painless affec- 
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! 
TREPHINING IN INJURIES OF THE HEAD.—Dr. H. B. | TREATMENT OF SYPHILIS.—In a recent number of the 
Sands (Annals of Anat. and Surg., Sept.), in a paper read Brit. Med. Journal, Dr. J. Marion Sims gives an ac- 
before the N. Y. Surg. Soc., sums up as follows: /count of the plan of treating syphilis pursued by the 
‘* While believing that trephining is to be recom- | medicine men of the Creek Indians, anterior to their re- 
mended in all cases of compound fracture in which the | moval from the neighborhood of Montgomery, Ala., in 
depression is marked, but of no great superficial extent, 1837. The compound and the mode of using it were 
and in all cases of punctured fracture when there is! imparted toa mulatto slave who had resided with these 
reason to suspect that the internal table is extensively Indians for years before their departure, and was com- 
splintered or depressed, I am strongly opposed to active | posed of roots, herbs, alum, saft, iron, etc. Dr. McDade 
interference when the fracture is of great extent, and selected the ingredients known to possess medical prop- 
when the depression is not limited or abrupt. It is true erties, and instead of making a decoction, as was the 
that these cases are usually fatal ; but 1 am sure that custom of the Indians, had them prepared in the form 
nothing can be gained by the extensive operative pro- of fluid extracts (except one). The following is his for- 
cedures that would be involved in any attempt to rem- mula, which the physicians of Montgomery and vicinity 
edy the displacement. Aside from those cases in which have been using for many years with uniform success in 
the brain has suffered irreparable damage, I think that | the cure of this disease: 
in future many successes will be obtained by careful’ Fluid extract of smilax sarsaparilla, fluid extract of 
antiseptic treatment of the wound, such as recommended stillingia_ sylvatica (queen’s delight), fluid extract of 
by Lister in the management of compound fracture of /appa minor (burdock), fluid extract of phytolacca decan- 
the bones of the extremities. The most scrupulous dra (pokeroot),aa,oz.11,tincture of zanthrorylum Carolini- 
cleansing of the wound, the arrest of hemorrhage, the anum (prickly ash), oz.1. Take a teaspoonful in water 
removal of foreign bodies, loose fragments of bone, and three times a day before meals, and gradually increase 
of detached portions of brain matter, if present, followed to tablespoonful doses. 
by proper drainage and dressings, is, in my judgment, 
the only means which, with our present knowledge,  TRacrion SuruRE.—Dr. O. H. Allis (Annals of Anat. 
promises any benefit in this nearly desperate class of and Surg. for Sept.) says: 
injuries,” ‘It not infrequently happens when a large portion of 
‘integument has been cut away—as in removal of the 
A Proenostic ix PNEUMONIA.—Dr. J. B, Sulli. female breast—that the healthy borders cannot be fully 
van, of Stanton, Mich. (Med. Age, April 10, 1883), #pproximated, and even an attempt to do so is accom- 
thinks he has detected a sympton which, when discov- | panied with such a degree of tension that the sutures 
ered, indicates an unfavorable prognosis, and the $00n cut their way out. To distribute this tension, I 
absence of which justifies a promise of recovery. He have employed the following device : 
has relied on it for twenty years. ‘In a case of typical _‘‘ After drying the skin theroughly, I apply strips of 
neumonia we have five stages, viz., engorgement, red @dhesive od from the margin of the wound in the 
Lecottestion, gray hepatization, suppuration and resolu- direction I wish the sutures to hold. I then pass my 
tion. Engorgement is congestion of the pulmonary | "eedle deeply through plaster and skin. After the 
vessels. During red hepatization the lung has a duli, | Sutures are in position, and before tightening them, I 
reddish-brown tint, and in this stage the sputa will re- Tequest an assistant to rey St He the margins of the 
veal a breaking down of the lung substance, if such Wound by pressure from his hands, while I secure them 
destruction is taking place. Gray hepatization succeeds by twisting the wire. = 
the red and its occurrence may be detected by the color __‘“‘ Sutures employed in this manner have a firm hold 
of the sputa. It is at the onset of this stage that we | Upon the plaster, exert their traction upon a large sur- 
have our sign. If the stage of red hepatization, as in- | face, are less irritating and harmful, and will continue an 
dicated in the characteristic reddish sputa, do not con- €fficient action much longer than the ordinary integu- 
tinue for at least thirty hours, the patient will die. This Ment sutures. 
has been my experience.” 


_ EFFEctTs oF AGENTS INTRODUCED INTO THE EAR.— 


Errects OF THE INTERNAL ADMINISTRATION oF Brown-Séquard announced (Acad. des Sciences—MED. 
GLYCERINE.—Dr. Tisne speaks highly of glycerine as a TIMES) not long ago that the introduction of a few drops 
therapeutic agent internally administered. He states of chloreform into a guinea-pig’s ear causes death by 
(Gaz. des Hép., March 17, i883) that it causes no irrita- ™eningo-encephalitis, Vulpian has more recently 
tion to the mucous membrane of the digestive tract be- Shown that the introduction of hydrate of chloral into 

ond exciting a slightly increased peristaltic movement, ® rabbit's ear causes extensive muco-purulent bronchial 


t exerts a beneficial effect upon nutrition, increasing fusion, lasting for several hours, which may cause 
Small doses, which do not give rise to serious 


the weight and palliating many of the distressing effects death. . 
in phthisis, such as loss of appetite, diarrhoea, night- Symptoms at the time, are sometimes followed by ver- 
sweats and insomnia. Its action upon the liver is man- | tigo, lasting fora month or more. The application of 
ifested by an increase in the size of the organ and by a these facts to the loval treatment of earache or neural 
more abundant flow of bile. It has a diuretic effect and gia by instillation of chloroform, ether, creosote, ete., is 
increases the excretion of urea. the chlorides and the Very evident. 
phosphates, The alkalinity of the urine is diminished, | 

and if any pus be present in this fluid it is greatly less. DANGERous CosmETics.—Dr. C. H. Von Klein has 
ened in amount. | made the observation that the cutaneous irritation so 
| frequently found upon the foreheads of fashionable 


SMALL AND FREQUENT Doses.—Copaiba produces’ ladies is the result of the quince seed used for the pur- 
and cures urticaria ; atropia, a false croup ; ipecacuanha, Pose of arranging the hair in ‘* bangs” and other non- 
vomiting from great nausea, also a certain kind of diar- Sensical flubdubberies. The eruption may also result 
rheea with nausea ; calomel causes and cures night head. from the use of other cosmetics, many of which contain 
aches, also vomiting and diarrhoea ; corrosive sublimate, irritating ingredients. 
diarrhea, marked by acute inflammation ; tartar emetic, | 
a discharge from the bronchi ; cantharides, acute cysti-| Leap IN Morsus Bricguti.—Thirty per cent. of 
tis ; castor oil, diarrhoea, with jelly-like passages. In | cases of plumbism admitted into the St. George’s Hos- 
every candid mind the question cannot help arising, are pital suffered from red granular kidney. Its use as a 
these “ts the only ones subject to onsb generaliza- | remedy for chronic nephritis is therefore homeopathic, 
tions —Medical and Surgical Reporter. Med, Gazette, May, 1883, 


THE Loca, ORIGIN OF MALIGNANT GRowTHS.— New StTaTE BOARD OF HEALTH.—Ata meeting 
Dr. Jonathan Hutchinson, in the British Medical | of the State Board of Health, held at Albany, June 29, the 
Journal, says the more we investigate the more clearly Sanitary Committee submitted detailed statements of its 
will we see that all inflammations are really infective, work under the Food and Drug Adulteration Act, and 
and that inflammatory processes may pass by almost! the law regulating the sale of illuminating oils, includ- 
insensible gradations to malignancy. It is more a/ing the successful attempt to obtain an injunction 
senility, than that of the entire organism—a prem-| against the sale of spurious teas, A discussion of the 
ature old age of the tissues concerned—which leads to | best methods of enforcing the laws followed, and a com- 
cancer, except in cases due to heredity. ‘Tissues and or-| mittee was appointed to consult with the attorney-gen- 
gans which are just passing out of use are those most | eral and report at the next meeting, to be held August 
prone to develop cancer. As it regards the inheritance of | 9, at Ogdensburg. Hon. Erastus Brooks called atten- 
cancer, Mr. Hutchinson says that a peculiarity of cell tion to the alarming increase of pleuro-pneumonia in 
structure is generally inherited, not germs, not a blood milch cows on Staten Island, and a resolution was 
malady, but a special type of all organization through passed calling the attention of the National Commission 
which the peculiar influences of local causes are more on Cattle Plagues to the fact with a view to preventing 
easily produced. He considers the rodent ulcer of the its continuance and enforcing the law against those re- 


face as a form of morbid action, midway between com- 
mon inflammation and cancer. Parts formerly affected 
by syphilitic inflammation are more likely to become 
affected by malignant growth. He insisis upon his 
doctrines of a precancerous stage, where surgical inter- 
ference is necessary and ought to be insisted on before 
the growth takes on any definite form, except that re- 
sembling ordinary inflammation and before the neigh- 
boring lymphatics are affected. Without this he thinks 
there is no hope of improvement in the reduction of the 
mortality of cancer. 


EXTIRPATION OF GoOITROUS THYROID GLANDS.— 
Kocher (Berne) stated that up to 1883 the operation had 
been done two hundred and forty times, with a mortality 
of eleven per cent. He himself had operated on one 


hundred and one cases, with a mortality rate in malig- | 


nant cases of twenty-five per cent., in non-malignant 
cases of 5.1 per cent. In his cases the deaths were 
owing, not to the operation directly, but to complications 
of paralysis of: the larynx, pyzemia, etc., though of his 
last series of forty-three cases not a single patient died 
of hemorrhage or sepsis. He considers the technique 
of the operation as well established, that it is possible to 
prevent serious bleeding as well as injury to the recur- 
rent nerves. All ligature en masse shoald be omitted, 
and the vessels should be carefully isolated and then 
cut between two ligatures. The special features of the 
vascular supply are not as uncertain as has been gener- 
ally supposed, Tracheotomy should not be performed 
unless especially indicated; largely because it interferes 


with strict aseptic precautions.—(Annals Anat. and 


Surg.) 


Patn.—We frequently have patients come 
to us complaining of painin the left side, who are other- 
wise apparently healthy, and we are at a loss to account 
At a recent meeting of the Academy of 
Medicine, in Ireland, Dr. Wallace Beatty read a paper 
on this subject, which we read in the Med. Press and 
Circular, Jan. 3, 1883. He considers the pain, in many 
instances, due to a fecal accumulation, and it can be got 
rid of by removing the accumulation. The pain is felt 
over the lower few ribs on the left side, associated with 
great pain on upward pressure of these ribs, but no 
pain on downward pressure. He ascribes the pain to 
the dragging of a loaded colon on the pleurocolic liga- 
ment, setting up extreme irritability of the nerves. 


for the pain. 


Bep Sores.—Sir James Paget recommends as the 
best wash for hardening the skin to prevent bed-sores, 
one part of sweet spirits nitre to three parts of water. 

In the bed-sores of typhoid fever, Dr. Martineau uses 
a one per cent. solution of chloral hydrate, first washing 
the sore well, and then covering it with lint soaked in 
the solution. Its effect is remarkable. When there is 
no offensive suppuration, he uses a mixture of chloral 
and eucalyptus. 

The use of chamois skin is the best prophylaxis, ac- 
confiing tothe editor of the St. Louis Helectic Med. Jour- 


sponsible for its introduction into herds of cattle. 


PROLONGED INTRA- UTERINE GESTATION.—Dr. Cham- 
berlin mentions a case where the interval from 
the last menstruation and supposed conception was 
eleven months and three days. The lady is now preg- 
nant for the second time and the duration of intra- 
| uterine gestation has already reached ten months and 
three days. The child born was not above the usual 

size, although its general appearance was of one a week 

old. Some physiologists have expressed the opinion 
that a child having arrived at a period of growth inci- 
dental to term does not continue to increase in size. 
Conception undoubtedly takes place at times just before 
‘the menstrual period. So that reckoning from the ces- 
sation of menses the period of gestation would be ap- 
parently ten months, when it is really but nine. 


RHEUMATISMAL CoONJUNCTIVITIS.—M. Perrin (Le 
Prog. Méed.), by a new series of experiments, claims to 
| have established definitely the existence of a purulent 
| or catarrhal conjunctivitis which is developed without 
contagion and in connection with rheumatism. It may 

occur before, during or shortly after some rheumatic 
manifestations. It resembles blennorrhagic ophthal- 
mia in the violence of the attack, in its course and the 
dangers which may threaten the cornea, notwithstand- 
ing the most thorough local treatment. Rheumatic con- 
junctivitis is not always purulent, but may take a catar- 
rhal form. Anti-rheumatic remedies are indicated in 
addition to the local treatment.—(T. M. 8.) 


| PoIsONING BY ACETATE OF COPPER.—A young man 
(Homiop. Rundse.) took a half ounce of verdigris for 
the purpose of suicide. He was soon attacked with 
vomiting of greenish matter, severe abdominal pains 
‘and tenesmus, sensitiveness over the stomach, extreme 
thirst, quickened respiration, cramps in the calves of the 
legs, severe tetanic contractions of the flexor tendons of 
the great toes; the face showed severe suffering, but was 
not shrunken; the pulse small, quick and irregular. 
The white of ten eggs, warm water and milk removed 
all ill-effects.—(T. M. 8.) 
PLASTER OF Paris PEssary.—Dr. B. F. Dawson uses 
In the NV. Y. Med. Journal, May 19, 1888, he de- 
Pledgets of absorbent cotton, each with a 
string attached, are soaked in a mixture of plaster of 
| paris and water, about the consistence of gum, and 
| partially squeezed out. Itis then placed in position, In 
|a few minutes it hardens. It is then burned to remove 
| the cotton, and dipped into wax or paraffine to make it 
impervious to the secretion. He praises them highly. 


it. 
scribes it. 


MILITARY Music IN THERAPEUTICS.—The regimental 
bands have been ordered by the commanding general of 
Paris to play one hour a week in the hospitals of Gros- 
Caillou, Val-de-Grace and Saint Martin. This has been 
done at the request of the surgeon-in-chief, in the hopes 
that the pleasure derived therefrom may have a bene- 
ficial influence upon the patients.—Presse Med. Belge. 
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IN an article on *‘ Pemphigus, and diseases liable to be | 
mistaken for it,” read before the Medical and Surgical | 
Society of Baltimore, Dr. Rohé differentiates pemphi- 
gus, variola, impetigo contagiosa, erysipelas, frost bite, | 
burns and scalds, cantharides and mezereon blisters, | 
exudative erythema, syphilitic pemphigus 
ecthyma. 

In pemphigus there is an outbreak of blebs varying | 
in size from a small bean to a hen’s egg or larger, gen- | 
erally in successive crops, with more or less fever. 
The blebs arise abruptly from the sound skin, without 
any inflammatory areola, single cavities, and tensely 
filled with a clear yellowish, sometimes purulent fluid, 
or even blood. In a few days the fluid is absorbed, the 
roof of the bleb with some of its contents dries into a 
thin scale leaving a reddened but otherwise healthy 

Unless irritated the blebs rarely contain pus, and 
leave no scar. 

In impetigo contagiosa the blebs arise abruptly from a 
non-inflammatory base, usually flaccid, not tensely 
filled like those of pemphigus. The borders of impetigo 
are usually more irregular—not so rounded or oval as 
those of pemphigus. The clear fluid rapidly changes 
toa thin, milky pus, which is soon absorbed and dries 
with the roof of the bleb into a brownish crust, with 
turned-up borders lightly adherent at the centre, as if 
‘*stuck on.” Usually begins on the face, is auto-inscul- 
able, and thus transferred to other portions of the body; 
very contagious, affecting all the children of the same 
family ; lasts from two or four weeks. 

The bulle of erysipelas, frost bite, burns, scalds and 
applications of cantharides or mezereon, are distin- 
guished from pemphigus by the inflamed base and other 
evident accompaniments. 

In syphilitic pemphigus the bulla has an inflamed 
areola, becomes purulent, drying into a greenish brown 
scab, on an ulcerated base (rupia). 

Bulle appear in the early stage of leprosy, but 
hyperesthesia followed by anesthesia of the spots oc- 
cupied by the blebs precede the eruption. The grave 
concomitant symptoms prevent any error of diagnosis 


ere. 

In variola the blebs always contain pus or blood, are | 
not simple cavities, but subdivided into compartments, 
on an inflamed base, followed by ulceration and loss of 
substance, 

In rare cases of exudative erythema large blebs some- 
times occur. The accompanying papules and the gen- 
erally present patches of diffused red or brownish dis- 
colorations distinguish the disease. 

Charcot’s bullous eruption from nerve lesion may 
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simulate pemphigus. In these cases scars remain and 
the eruption is limited to the area supplied by the | 
affected nerve. 

In ecthyma the free pus production and greenish 
crusts distinguish the disease. 

Arsenic, potassium, bromide and iodide, quinia, 
copaiba and phosphoric acid have been followed by 
bullous eruptions more or less resembling pemphigus. 

Malingerer may produce blebs by the hot iron, 
sinapisms, cantharides, strong acids and alkalies. 


EXCORIAT:ON AND FIssURE OF THE NripeLe.—In 
obstinate cases, says the Mass. Ke. Med. Journal, the 
following will be found a capital application: 1; .—Acidi- 
tannici, grs. 11}; glycerint 38s; ung. cetacei Ad. 
To be washed off each time before nursing, and reap- 
plied immediately afterward. J. H. Bencher, in the 
Peoria Med. Mthly, highly recommends the following : 
Bismuth, ij ; vaseline 3 j. 


LocaL ANA&STHESIA.—According to the Medical News, 
local anesthesia may be readily produced by applying 
with a camel’s hair brush the following mixture: k. 
Chloral, camphor, aa 3 j; morph. sulphat., 3 ss; 
chloroform, 3 i. M.S. To be applied with a brush to 


the area to be incised. 


In areprint from the Medical Record for June 2, 
1883, Dr. Rohé gives us some ‘‘ Hints on the Treatment 
of some Parasitic Skin Diseases.” 

Tinea favosa or favus.—Souk the scalp with oil or lard 
for twelve hours, then wash with warm water and soap 
to remove the crusts, and pull out the hairs from the 
diseased patches. With this preparatory treatment sw/- 
phurous acid in full strength, or diluted with an equal 
quantity of water, or a solution of corrosive sublimate, 
gr. j. toiij. to water or alcohol 2j., will suffice. Acure 
in from six weeks to three months. 

In ringworm of the scalp cleanliness and frictions of 
carbolized oil (1 to 16); also sulphurous acid. 

Tinea circinata.—Ringworm of the body—is best 
treated with sulphurous acid applied twice daily. 

Ringworm of the beard yields readily to the sulphur- 
ous acid or corrosive sublimate wash. When chronic and 
known as parasitic sycosis all pustules, tubercles, or 
abscesses should be freely punctured, all diseased hairs 
extracted, the parts shaved, and white precipitate oint- 
ment applied; or better still oleate of mercury, five per 
cent. The reddened patches of skin between the pus- 
tules should be painted two or three times a day witha 
carbolie acid solution, one part to four of alcohol. 

Ringworm of the genito-crural region (eczema mar- 
ginatum of Hebra), sulphurous acid followed by oxide of 
zine or Hebra’s vintment. If this fails an ointment of 
the ammonio-chloride of mercury. When the itching is in- 
tense, and there is much inflammation, excellent results 
follow benzoic acid 3]. to water one pint. When the 
itching is controlled, dust with starch or chalk. 

Pityriasis versicolor (liver spots) yields to hyposulphite 
of sodium, 3 ss.; water 3 j.; use soap freely once a day. 


DEPILATORIES.—The strongest and most reliable 
preparation of this kind is, perhaps, the hydrated cal- 
cium sulphide obtained by supersaturating a thin paste 
of freshly-slaked dime and water with sulphureted hydro- 
gen gas. For this purpose sprinkle over 100 parts of 

uicklime about 50 parts of hot water, and when 
slaked triturate with 200 parts of cold water. Now 
place into a suitable flask and pass into it the hydrogen 
sulphide generated from 300 parts of sulphide of tron 
and 200 parts of dilute sulphuric acid gradually intro- 
duced into the generator. This preparation must be 
immediately placed in small vials and securely sealed ; 
but even then it will lose its virtues after a 
few weeks. This preparation, the composition of 
which is theoretically H,CaS,+-aq., was originally 
recommended by Beettger, but is sometimes known as 
Martin’s depilatory. The paste is to be spread over the 
hairy skin to the thickness of a sixteenth of an inch and 
allowed to remain for ten minutes, when it is removed 
with a wet sponge. If allowed to remain too long, ugly 
sores are apt to follow. 

Another depilatory, known by the Turkish name 
Rusma (being employed by the voluptuous beauties in 
the harems, where etiquette demands complete nudeness 
of the body with the exception of the head, from which 
the hair is not removed), is composed of, 


Orpiment............. 5 parts. 


This is converted intoa paste with water, and employed 
like the former preparation.—Druggist. 


A New Mernop or DiaGnostna CANcER.—In the 
Journal de Medécine, of Brussels, Dr. W. Rommelaére 
publishes a series of clinical observations illustrating a 
new fact inthe pathology of cancer. He finds in 34 cases 
that in persons subject to cancer the amount of urine 
daily eliminated progressively diminishes until it is 
below 12 grams. By studying the urine eliminated in 
cases, for example, where doubt exists between gastric 
ulcer and cancer, a diagnosis can be made. In 12 cases 
of gastric ulcer the daily urine elimination was sbout 25 
grams. 
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MANAGEMENT OF THE SECOND STAGE OF LABOR. | 
—At the Copenhagen Maternity, up to the year 1877, 
pee delivery was, in the usual course of things, | 
eft to the unassisted efforts of nature. If these proved | 
insufficient at the end of three hours, the afterbirth | 
was extracted by the hands. Since September 1, 1877, | 
the method of expression has been employed in all cases. 

During the former period, or that of ‘expectancy ” 
—i. ¢., from April 1, 1873 to September 1, 1877—1,780 | 
deliveries took place ; during the latter, when expres- | 
sion was applied, the number of deliveries was 1,509. 

The comparative results were as follows : 

1. The proportion of cases in which hemorrhage oc- 
curred during this stage of labor was diminished from 
5.78 per cent. to 2.30 per cent. (no loss of blood being 
reckoned as a hemorrhage which amounted to less than 
500 grams). 

2. The number of cases in which the placenta had to_ 
be forcibly extracted was lessened by nearly one-half | 
during the period of expression—1.33 to 0.64 per cent. 

3. Rupture of the placental membranes or of their 
shreds occurred, however, more frequently while ex- 
pression was practiced—i. ¢., in the proportion of 2.30 
to 1.78 per cent. 

4. Yet the proportion of latter hemorrhages conse- 
quent upon childbirth fell from 0.77 to 0.52 per cent. 

The author, therefore, is of opinion that all midwives 
should be instructed in Credé’s method.—Cur. WEISS; 
Rev. des Sciences Méd. 


BrROwN-SEQUARD reported to the Sociét® de | 


ARTEMISIA TRIDENTATA; SAGE Brusn.—This plant. 
generally prevalent throughout the far Western plains, 
and well known, has not yet assumed a position in our 
Materia Medica. It is highly valued by the old settlers 
as a common remedy for biliousness. When drank hot 
it produces profuse perspiration ; when used cold it acts 
as a tonic and diuretic. 

Provings.—Six drops Ixf. taken every three hours; 
desire for stool two or three times a day ; debility, ver- 
tigo on rising, languor, tiredness; flatulence in stomach; 
nausea; emer leg ache; back-ache drowsiness; dull- 
ness; increased flow of urine ; biliousness; bitterness in 
mouth; aching in the back and limbs; lateral headache. 

I would recommend it in bilious diseases arising from 
exposure to cold, or from suppressed perspiration, acute 
rheumatism and lameness. 

I am prescribing it in the biliousness, headache, 
dullness, vertigo, and loss of appetite, uliar to the 
spring season, with happy effect.—Dr. W. WEBSTER ; 

ans. Hom. Med. Soc. of Ohio, 1883. 


THE TRANCE CONDITION IN SURGERY.—An experi- 
ment was recently made by some New York physicians 
to aid in elucidating this problem, the result of which 
tended to establish the fact that on patients who are 
suitable subjects for the induction of the hypnotic 
state, it was practicable to perform minor surgical 
operations without awakening consciousness. 

The operation done was the removal of hypertrophied 
membrane from the nasal septum by the wire snare. 

The rapidity with which the mesmeric state may be 


ogie, Oct., 1882, his interesting and perhaps important induced, as well as dissipated, and its freedom from 
experiments on the production of local anesthesia of | disagreeable after effects, as compared with ether, would 
the larynx by means of carbonic acid. To quote from | render it a valuable substitute for that anesthetic in 
his paper: It is necessary that the jet of gas be rapidand minor surgery, if further experiments tended to con- 
steady. The gas need not be pure, as a mixture of firm those already made. 

equal parts with oxygen will answer the purpose. The The chief objection would seem to be that its appli- 
tube by which the gas is introduced should not be in-| cation would necessarily be limited to those few who 
serted further into the mouth than the teeth at first ;| could readily be mesmerized, and that surgeons would 


afterward it may be carried further back and the gas either have to acquire, if they did not possess, the 


will be borne without irritation. If the gas be intro- 
duced at once into the larynx, it produces a painful, 
almost insupportable effect. Animals bear carbonic acid 
well, unless it be injected in large quantities sudden] 
and directly into the trachea, when its effects are fatal. 
Yet if the gas be removed during the last acts of inspir- | 
ation the animal can be restored without difficulty. 

There is no danger in introducing a strong jet of car- 
bonic acid into the mouth. Local anesthesia is produced 
but passes away rapidly. If the acid is injected directly 
into the lungs general anesthesia is produced, 


Hyprornosta.—Dr. Charles W. Dulles read a paper 
before the Philadelphia County Medical Society, May 
28, on the above subject, in which he gives an outline 
of its history and shows how unsatisfactory is our, 
knowledge of the disease and its etiology. The theory 
of a specific virus is based on observations clouded by _ 
many inaccuracies and superstitions, while the effort 


mesmerist’s art, or add a mesmerist to their staff of as- 
sistants.—London Med. Gazette. 


PROPHYLACTIC ACTION OF COPPER.—Some evidence 
tending to disprove the theory of the prophylactic action 
of copper maintained by M. Burq was contributed at a 
recent meeting of the Académie des Sciences, by M. 
Bailly, of Chambly, in the Department of Oise. An ex- 
perience of sixteen years’ duration in connection with a 
factory where workmen are largely employed on cop- 
per, has shown that the employees are not in any degree 
exempt from typhoid fever, choleraic diarrhoea and other 
infectious diseases. M. Bailly’s paper has been referred 
for criticism to the same commission which is already 
engaged in reporting on M. Burgq’s last communication. 


ELecTriciry As A CARDIAC STIMULANT,—Prof. V. 
Ziemssen lately had a patient, a woman aged 46, who 
had lost the greater part of the precordial structures, 


to explain attacks of hydrophobia by mental impressions | exposing the heart ; and he conducted a series of exper- 
and the imagintion has proved equally unsatisfactory. | iments to determine the effects of the galvanic and fara- 
The discussion following the reading of the paper daic currents respectively on that organ. He dis- 
showed, great differences of opinion regarding the | tinctly discovered that the induced current had no effect 
disease, with no definite knowledge as to its etiology and | whatever, whilst the constant or direct current acted as 


pathology. The writer concludes: ‘‘ Here is a field 
especially inviting for the alienist, the student of men- 
tal and psychical phenomena. The ground has already 
been broken by Tuke and Lander Lindsay.” 


APPLICATION FOR THE REMOVAL OF SCARS: 


some little time each day will frequently mitigate the 


visible results of burns, small-pox scars, ringworm, etc. 


a powerful stimulant. It is, therefore, useless, in cases 
of chloroform syncope, to waste time in applications of 
the faradaic current, as is so commonly done. 


HYDRATED OXIDE OF IRoN.—Dr. Squibb recommends 
the following as a simple method of preparing hydrated 
oxide of iron, the antidote for arsenic, one | its chief 
ee being that the ingredients are always easily 
obtained : 


B.—Tinct. ferri chloridi.............. SIV. 
font. 
Mix (in a vessel of............. % XIJ capacity) 
And add aque ammon........... SI. 


| 
M. Lint soaked in this solution and allowed to ” pe 
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CHLoROsIS.—Dr. Jousset, in Z’ Art Medical for Feb., 
1883, gives the following indications for the use of 
tron in chlorosis: Clinical experience, as well as the 
study of tron in the healthy human body, in 
making this medicament the principal agent in the 
treatment of chlorosis. Jron is not, however, a specific. 
There are cases where it fails completely in the treat- 
ment of chlorosis, whatever may be the doses in which 
it is prescribed. I believe that in cases in which iron 
is useless, it is injurious if it is administered in 
large doses. ron in excess produces lesions of the 
head, cephalagias with epistaxis; of the stomach, 
anorexia, gastralgia and constipation ; of the womb, 
heaviness, hypogastric pains, and often disquietin 
metrorrhagia ; of the chest, cough, hemoptysis, an 

hthisis. Trousseau has admitted in one of his clinical 
ectures that the great impulse which he has impressed 
upon the employment of iron in chlorosis has given 
birth to a great number of cases of pulmonary 
phthisis. 


Iron is indicated by the following symptoms: face | 
pale-yellow, with redness easily coming on ; lips dis- 


colored ; emaciation and puffing ; cedema of malleoli ; 
dyspnea which diminishes by gentle movement ; 
palpitations and vascular souffle ; anorexia, want of 
appetite for meat and cooked food ; appetite for acids 
and raw things ; vomiting of food especially at night ; 
vomiting of water in the morning; constipation ; 
diminution or suppression of the courses; sadness, 
apathy ; muscular debility ; extreme fatigue from the 
least movement ; diverse neuralgias. 

When iron is indicated, we give two doses of it in 


twenty-four hours; rest six days and then resume it. | 


The rest ought to coincide with the menstrual period. 
Tron ought to be taken during meals. 


For a long time I had prescribed the acetate or the. 


protoralate of iron; now I prescribe by preference 
either the reduced iron, or the first decennial trituration 
of metalliciron. It is necessary to draw, from this ex- 

ition, a practical conclusion : it is that when tron is 
well indicated, and when one preparation proves ineffi- 
cacious, one ought to try another. 

As to the dose, we separate ourselves equally from the 
pure infinitesimalists and from allopaths by prescribing 
in each dose two to five centigrammes. It is useless to 
prescribe with the allopaths enormous doses which 
fatigue the stomach and are rejected with the stools ; 
and Jahr himself confesses that he has never obtained 
benefit from iron in chlorosis in infinitesimal doses. 
Hartmann hassaid with practical sense which character- 
izes him: ‘‘Jron administered in feeble doses never 
produces any effect ; the contrary takes places with 
doses strong and long continued.’’ Now, there are cir- 
cumstances in which one ought to prefer preparations 
which unite two metals in one chemical combination, 
the todide of iron, the arseniate of tron for example. 

lodide of iron is chiefly indicated in scrofulous 
chlorotics. It sometimes succeeds better than metallic 
iron itself in non-scrofulous chlorotics, and without 
any precise indication ; itis thena salt which ought to 
be tried even in non-scrofulous chlorotics when metallic 
iron has not succeeded, The preparation known under 
the name of Pilules of Blancard is no other than a 
preparation of iodide of iron. 

Arseniate of iron ought to be preferred to iron when 
the prostration is excessive, the cedema considerable ; 
when there exist anxiety and palpitations. Copious 
menstruation is no contra-indication for this sa/t, where- 
as it is for metallic iron. 


CHLORATE OF POTASSIUM IN ULCERATED EPITHELIO- 


THE USE OF Koumyss IN GASTRIC AFFECTIONS.—Dr. 
A. A. Doty (Clinical Brief, etc.) says : ‘‘ The good effect 
of koumyss is often compromised by neglect of a proper 
administration. It is important that small doses should 
_ be given at first, generally a tablespoonful to an adult, 
‘and a teaspoonful to a child ; it can then be gradually 
‘increased to almost any amount in the adult ; however, 
{in infants and children more caution should be used in 
‘increasing it, as this class of patients are more suscepti- 
ble to anoverdose. In the majority of cases it is more 
grateful to the adult when given cold or iced ; however, 
in children it should not be given too cold. It is advis- 
able that all the ‘‘ life” possible should be retained, the 
cork need only partially be removed from the bottle 
when the kowmyss is required ; the champagne tap is of 
/no use,as the fluid is too thick to be properly forced 
through the tube. The same beneficial effect cannot be 
‘derived from that variety of koumyss which is sweet- 
‘ened. Patients who regard koumyss as unpalatable at 
first readily cultivate a liking for it. 


THE VOICE IN ITS RELATION TO UTERINE DISEASES. 
_—Dr. R. J. Nunn (Clinical Brief, etc.) says: ‘‘ The ef- 
fects of uterine diseases upon the vocal organs was first 
brought vividly before my mind by the assertion made 
to me by professionals, that the voices of women who 
have borne children frequently lose much of the clear- 
ness and brilliancy they possessed previous to marriage. 
Repeated observations upon numerous cases which have 
come under my notice, would indicate that there is some 
truth in the opinion they expressed, for certain it is 
that the quality and volume of the voice of a songstress 
having a uterine affection will not unfrequently be 
found to vary appparently with the intensity of the 
uterine symptoms. 

Porassi0-TARTRATE OF IRON IN Scurvy.—Dr. H. 
G. Piffard has found very decided benefit from the use 
of potassio-tartrate of iron, both as a curative and a pro- 
phylactic. I believe that a small quantity of this salt, 
say four ounces to the barrel of pickle in which mess 
beef and pork are preserved, would prove of great ser- 
vice to those who are obliged to make use of this spe- 
cies of food. Analysis has shown that scorbutic blood 
is deficient in iron and petash, and experience has shown 
that vegetable acids are useful in scurvy. Hence the 
rationale of the proposed method.—Drug. Cir. 


THE EVERLASTING PILL.—The ‘Everlasting Pill,” 
once a part of our ancestors’ armamentarium, was com- 
posed of metallic antimony, and it was believed to have 
the property of purging as often as it was swallowed. 
This was economy in right earnest, for a single pill 
would serve a whole family during their lives, and 
might be transmitted as an heirloom to their posterity. 
We have heard of a lady, who having swallowed one of 
these pills, became seriously alarmed at its not passing. 
‘* Madame,” said the physician, ‘‘ fear not; it has alrea 
ae through a hundred patients without any dif. 

culty.” 


A NEw OPERATION FOR PROLAPSUS RECTI.—From 
Ii Morgagni we learn that Dr. D'Antona has performed 
with success the operation on a woman: Seizing the 
prolapse with four pincettes, and forming thus two 
cylinders of the rectal canal, he introduced one catgut 
suture into both cylinders and then into the margin of 
the anus. Another suture is passed through the middle 
part of one cylinder, carried through the Douglas sac, 
and the perirectal tissue, returning to the other cylinder. 
The patient is discharged, cured in fifteen days.—Medi- 

ress. 


MATA.—In fine powder, this is said to yield excellent | cal P 


results when dusted over the surface of ulcers and ulcer- 
ating epitheliomata. The surface should be cleansed 
and the powder dusted thickly on twice a day. This, it 
is claimed, relieves pain and promotes healing.—Canada 
Lancet. 


Ruvs Porsoninc.—Dr. Thos. Gifford (Cin. Lancet 
and Clin.) says lobelia inflata, two parts of the fl. extract 
to one of glycerine, applied externally, promptly re- 
lieves the itching and burning of rius poisoning. 
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Dr C. L. Dana has given to the profession two very 
interesting papers, one on the use of hydrobromic acid 
in nervous affections, and another on the pathology and 
treatment of certain forms of nerve weakness. Pure 
hydrobromic acid contains in one hundred parts by 
weight 99 parts of bromine. The author has obtained 
the best results in conditions of nervous irritability, 
congestion, headache, post hemiplegia, circulatory dis- 
turbances, irritable heart, stomachial vertigo, where a 
general nervous and vascular sedative is needed. Italso 
acts well in insgmnia. 
doses it is not disagreeable; it does not constipate; it 
may be given when an acid is indicated in the stomach, 
and can be conveniently prescribed with iron or tonics. 
It is A~ ted given in the officinal dilute solution well 
diluted. 


To PREVENT PITTING IN SMALL POx.—Dr. Emil 
Steiger. of Prairie du Chien, Wis., writes to the Med. 
Record in commendation of a simple remedy against pit- 
ting which, in three epidemics during the last twelve 
years, has proved to him invariably successful. 

Take of white lead (plumbum carb.) quantum lib., 
mix with linseed oil q. s. To make a cream-like paste 
add to the bulk about five to six per cent. carbolic acid, 
and apply with a large camel's-hair brush repeatedly, 
so as to keep the surface of the face, hands, etc., per- 
manently and fully covered. 


INSPECTION OF THE THROAT WiTHOUT INsTRU- 
MENTS.—Dr. Samuel W. Francis, of Newport, R. L., 
writes (Med. Rec.) that very often it is difficult to de- 
press the tongue of a patient who is suffering from sore 
throat, diphtheria, follicular tonsilitis, or other affec- 
tions of the fauces, etc., and suggests that they be told 
to open their mouth, in front of a good light, and sim- 
ply. but with force, say: Arh! barrh!! varrrst!!! 

IFE—enunciating each word some few seconds, Dr. 
Francis has tried this, and not only obtained an excel- 
lent view, but the different positions of the uvula and 
surrounding parts greatly assisted the diagnosis and 
treatment of the disease. 


THE ANTEGENETIC DiscOVERY OF FarTaL SEx.— 
Briefly formulated, if the form of the abdomen be con- 
oid and projecting (child carried in front), the child is 
male; if the form be more flattened and rounded (child 
carried round about), the child is female.—Dr. Mac- 
DONALD, in Lancet. 


MISCELLANY. 


—The well-known anatomist, Pacini, died recently at 
Padua. 

—Kocher has observed both nephritis and enteritis 
asa result of bismuth poisoning. 

—Mercuric bichloride, one grain to eight ounces of 
water, is the latest injection in gonorrhea, 

—Prof. E. C. Franklin has at last resigned his position 
in the University of Michigan, and returned to St. Louis. 

—Oil of turpentine rubbed into the hands is said to be 
an effective prophylactic against septic infection in au- 
topsies. 

—On March 7 Mr. Hen 
Washington, Pa., being the seventeenth cremation at 
that place. 

—Chancellor Carroll, of South Carolina, died on Aug. 
24, at Cesar’s Head, from erysipelas following the bite 
of a spider. 


—In cases of alcoholic coma, the introduction of a pint agent—aliways work with a transparent urine. 


Its advantages are: in moderate | 


Seybert was cremated at | 


—A vacancy for House Physician exists in the Cum- 
berland Street Hospital, Brooklyn. It will be filled by 
competitive examination. 

—Resorcine, dissolved in twice its weight of water, is 
claimed to be an efficient and inodorous substitute for 
| todoform in the treatment of chancroid. 

—Dr. A. O. Blair, a well-known homeopathic physi- 
cian of Ohio, for five years president of the Cleveland 

Hom. College, died recently at the age of 74. 

| —Monstrosities in poultry can be produced by 
violently shaking the eggs prior to hatching—so says 
M. Dareste to the French Academy of Sciences. 

—A midwife has recently been on trial in England 
for communicating syphilis to about thirty married wo- 
men and two infants while in the discharge of her art. 

—According to Dr. Coelho, sea-sickness is promptly 
controlled by subcutaneous ——— of morphine in the 
|epigastric region, in doses of one-eighth to one-sixth 

rain. 


| —Mr. Butlin recommends a ten-grain solution of 
chromic acid in cases of chronic superficial glossitis, and 
in ulcerative affections, including those of syphilitic 
origin. 

—A case of polyorchism was observed in Bulgaria, in 
a farmer eighteen years of age. There were three testi- 
cles, two being on the right in the scrotum, one above 
the other. 

—The Emperor of Brazil has given Professor Lacerda 
$20,000 for his discovery of permanganate of potas- 
sium, hypodermically injected, as an antidote for the 
bite of the cobra. 

—The Bellevue Hospital Medical College announces 
that the standard of medical ethics recognized by the 
college is embodied in the Code of Ethics of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association. 

—Berlin physicians having last year petitioned Prince 
Bismarck to prohibit the dispensing of medicines by 
homeopathic physicians, it is now reported that the 
Prince has refused to do so. 


—Dugong oil is said to be an efficient substitute for 
cod liver oil, being free from the unpleasant odor and 
taste which characterize the latter, and much less liable 
to undergo change in keeping. 


—Winiwarter has been using, with astonishing success, 
parenchymatous injections of hyperosmic acid in sar- 
coma, lymphoma and strumous adenoma. Three drops 
of a one per cent. solution are injected daily. 


—Dr. T. Haynes (Boston Med. & Surg. Jour.) re- 
moves part of the spermatic ducts in place of the 
testicles, in cases of hopeless masturbation and noctur- 
nal emissions, effectually destroying the sexual desire. 


—The Medical Society of the County of Kings, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., at a meeting held April 17, decided, 
by a vote of 46 to 35, that ‘‘ it is inexpedient to discuss 
this general code question further for the current 
year.” 

—lIt is reported that Dr. Jackimovicz, of Jarvszinka, 
in the Government of Kiew, Russia, has just died at the 

age of 106, and that he was able until nearly the close 
i. his life to superintend the working of an extensive 
pract 


ice. 
—Dr. Henry J. Bigelow, at a meeting of the Royal 
| Medical and Chirurgical Society, of London, was elected 
_a foreign honorary member. At the same time Prof. 
| Charcot, and M. L. Pasteur, and Prof. Dubois Raymond, 
_ were also elected honorary fellows. 
| —One most important precuation must be observed in 


| testing for small quantities of albumen, by whatever re- 
If a tur- 


of hot coffee, either into the stomach or the rectum, is a| bidity cannot be filtered out in the ordinary way, add a 


safe and efficient expedient, 


solution of potash, and warm before filtering. 
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—The University of Pennsylvania has completed ar- 


—INSANITY AMONG SHEEP-HERDERS.—H. H., who 


rangements in its department of medicine for a volun-| writes in the October Century of the ‘‘ Outdoor 


tary fourth year of instruction. Thecourse of instruction 


is largely practical and extends throughout the full, 
_liness of the life is, of itself, a salient objection to 


term, which will hereafter be seven months. 


—An Indiana court granted adivorce upon the prayer 
of a woman, the wife of a physician doing a large and 
lucrative business, based upon his refusal to give up 
his night practice. The presiding judge praised the 


progressive liberality of the laws which permitted the | 


release. 


—A correspondent of the British Medical Journal 
states that he has found the application of a strong solu- 
tion of chromic acid, three or four times, by means of a 
camel’s-hair pencil, to be the most efficient and easy 
method of removing warts. They soon become black 
and fall off. 


—Sir Henry Thompson explores the bladder by in- 
troducing the finger through a perineal incision. He 
reports (Lancet, February 10) fourteen cases in which 
this method of exploration was adopted. In six of the 
cases growths were found in the bladder and success- 
fully removed. 


American Institute in 1844. We learn that he be- 


— $100,000 to benevolent objects, half of it faithful to the code of ethics. Her new announcement 


| flies the ethical colors at her masthead How long, in 


or the purpose of founding a medical school. 


—A Vienna paper says that the electric light has 
been introdu in the wards and operating room of 
the Genera] Infirmary of that city. ere is a portable 
as well as a fixed lamp in each ward. The accumula- 
tor system obviates the necessity of the dynamo work- 
ing at night, but is stated to be too expensive for gen- 
eral adoption, 


—The St. Louis Medical Society has gone back on its 
representatives to the late meeting of the American 
Medical Association, and waxes wroth—after considera- 
ble discussion—at their zeal in exceeding instructions 
regarding the code of ethics. The Rip Van Winkles 
may hold back as hard as they can, but the tide which 
is coming will surely take them to sea. 


—Dr. T. M. Strong, Chief of Staff, reports 835 
—— treated during August at the Homeopathic 

ospital, W. I., with a death-rate of 2.16 per cent. Up 
to September 1, 4,651 patients had been treated during 
the eight months of the current year, with a mortality 
of 4.99 per cent., as against 3,731 treated during the 
corresponding time of last year, with the mortality at 
5.52 per cent. 


—The Thirty-second annual meeting of the Medical 
Society of Northern New York will be held at Albany, 
on Wednesday, October 17, 1883. Morning and after- 
noon sessions will be held, beginning respectively at 
10:30 A.M. and 2:30 p.m. Papers of practical interest 
will be presented and read. Members of the profession 
generally are invited to attend. 

H. M. Pang, Secretary. 


—William Thomson, F. R. C. S., surgeon to the Rich- 
mond Surgical Hospital, Dublin, reports an unsucessful 
case of ligature of the arteria innominata. He attri- 
butes his non-success to the too late removal of the 
drainage tube, secondary hermorrhage having been 
caused by the formation of an ulcer at the bottom of the 
cavity and over the artery. He, however, thinks this 
may be overcome by the early removal of the drainage 
tube, and application of carefully adjusted sponges out- 
side the dressings, and over these very light shot-bags, 
to exert constant and moderate pressure, their effort to 
be made to aid in the rapid consolidation of the deeper 
tissues. A. T. H. 


tion. 
| standard, and in the fullness of time went up to 


Industries in Southern California,” says: ‘‘ The 
sheep ranches are usually desolate places. The lone- 


the industry. For the small sheep men, the shepherds, 
and. above all, the herders, it is a terrible life—how 
terrible is shown by the frequency of insanity among 
herders. Sometimes, after only a few months of the 
life, a herder goes suddenly mad.” 


—The Southern Practitioner reports the death, at 
Nashville, Tennessee, on the 20th ult., of the American 
Medical College Association. It announces the cause of 
deathas ‘The Bellevue Stab.” This reference is, evidently 
to the famous advance and precipitate retreat of Belle- 
vue Hospital Medical College a couple of years ago, on 
the question of an advanced standard of medical educa- 
Bellevue was loud in her demands for a higher 


the land. But she soon discovered that she had been 
too previous, as it were. She is of the old-fiag-and- 
an-appropriation style of patriot, and was loud for ad- 
vance as long as the cry seemed popular and was likely 
to draw students. When, however, the students re- 


—Dr. Eliphalet Clark, of Portland, Maine, who died fused to follow, she quickly sounded the retreat, and 
on June 8, in the 82d year of his age, was one of the 
pioneers of homeopathy, and assisted in organizing the 


thus, as our contemporary intimates, gave the death- 
blow to the movement to improve medical education in 
this country. But it is cruel to open these old sores, 
and more especially at this time, when Bellevue is so 


the light of past experience, will they thus ostentatiously 

fly? The size of her next year’s class may have an effect 

r determining the answer to this question.— Medical 
ge- 

—IrTaLtan Docrors.—The October Century contains 
some amusing experiences of ‘‘ A Foreigner in Florence,” 
whosays of Italian doctors: ‘‘Physicians have, like jud, 
of the criminal courts,no social position and no venom 
of medicine, according to ourideas. They are, as arule, 
far behind the age. They still cling blindly to bleed- 
ing—unless they have changed during the last few 
years—and weaken their patients by the old system of 
dieting. I have seen cases conducted with such igno- 
rance of the commonest laws of nature as would make 
any of our physicians faint with horror. Heat, starva- 
tion and dirt are their general remedies for almost 
everything. In cases of scarlet fever—which are not 
common, order the doors and windows 
to be carefully shut, that no breath of air may get to the 
patient—absolutely drawing the bed curtains around 
them ; forbid washing of any description, even to the 
hands and face, and no change of bed or body linen 
during the entire illness. 

‘** There is one malady prevalent in Italy which I sin- 
cerely believe to be produced, nine times out of ten, by 
their doctors, and that‘. miliary fever. Unlessa patient’s 
symptoms in the b,inning of an illness indicate the 
disease very clearly, the doctor, on the principle of 
‘when in doubt play trumps,’ pronounces it ‘ miliare’; 
but there being no eruption, which is an evidence of 
that disease, they regard it as suppressed, and so, very 
dangerous. They then proceed to produce a rash by 
covering the poor sufferer with as many blankets as he 
can bear, excluding every breath of air from the room 
(canning him, so to speak), and then forbidding any 
nourishment saving the weakest of weak broths. Now, 
as this special fever is usually brought on by overheat- 
ing, and consequently should be treated by a — 
system, they succeed in producing the disease in its ful 
glory, rash and all, and they then set about curing it, 
which, of course, becomes a doubtful undertaking, so 
weak is the patient from heat and fasting. 

‘The Italians love medicine, and have the greatest 
faith init. They take it not only for every little ail- 
ment, but after a fit of anger or grief.” 


